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IKTRODriCTION 



THE art of Letter Wnting coneien in a proper expreHioa of ihow 
iuMs, OB paper^ wbkk we should eoovej bjr oonversatioa to a persoo 
wi*re he preaeat; hence it IbHowi that the more natoral a ktler k writ> 
Um the better it ie. Tltie remark applies partioilarly to those which are 
written to fnends and rektioDs upon ordraary topia, where no great 
degree of aeenraey is reooisite. Bat letters on business, or other sub- 
jects of importanoe dioold nefcr ho penned in a henry, sjm! oofht to be 
catefiilW revised, in order to prevent those dhnjiireeable co ns eqneneei 
which freqnentW arise from writing careless^ or m a passion. 

In the fi>llowiBg selection of letters, the publisher nas endeafored to 
wmbiae diose adapted to every capacity; iv is a mistaken nodoii to 
fappose that a child shows great talents b^ being able to write a stiff, 
formal letter to his parents, however good it may be in itself; it is alto- 
gether unnatural, and whatever is unnatural is disgusting. We expect 
A child to write like one, and it makes him appear just as ridiculous to 
attempt any other style as it would to put on one of his father's coats. 

Affreeably to this opinion, we have oommenced with Letters which 
ehik&en miffht be supposed, and which would be consistent for them to 
write, and have followed them by others in that degree in which we may 
appose the mind arrives at maturity ; among the latter are some finished 
epistles by a number of eminent men. 

It must appear evident that the ntyle o( letters should always be in 
accordance with die condition of the person written to, and with the 
subjecf written upon. For instance, to write to a parent in the sanw 
manner that we would to a commou acquaintance, or to address a pei- 
son in distress in a strain of levity, u not only highly improper, but Is 
die latter case, is an insuk* 

In letters on business, people riiottld endeavor to express their send 
nents m as clc«r and concise a manner aa possible, because persons in 
himnMS have not time to read long letters, am< besides, too many word* 
vnufiito bewilder instead of informing. Many mistakes of importanv 
■ecnr from their ambiguity o^ expression ; and yet, perhaps, he that \m 
U m endeavoring to render hb meaning doubly plain by expbmations. 

No piveise rules for epktolary writing can be given to any advantage. 
The most prominent are these. , ^ 

Thudt what you wish to say, and put it onpnperm the words A-^ 
wiiti««d% occur to yonr mM. iMways eodpiivonng <«»t aseii 
words la |4^sper plaoes." 



tf INTRODUCTIOA. 

In aiurwerioff a letter, always attend to am quefitions or inquiries for 
Aformation, which may have been addressed to you by vour correspon- 
dent, before you proceed v/ith your own tlioughfj and information. 

In all letters strive to make your meaning apparent in as small a 
compass, as possible ; people frequently occupy a page with that which 
miffbt be comprised in six lines. 

Avoid tfie introductioo of too many quotations from other authors, 
partiodarly those in a foreign language ; it is a ridiculous affectation to 
write a Latin or French phrase when an Engtish one would do just as 
well ; it is as bad as talking in the technical language in one's businesi 
to a person who knows nothing about it. 

Never use hard words unnecessarily ; nor particular words or phmsea. 
too often : use as few parentheses as possible, it is a clumsy way of dia* 
poidng of a sentence, and often embarrasses the reader. 

Correct spelling and good grammar are so essential to fine writings 
that tlw abaence of them destroys tlie force of the best sentiments. 

Nothing is more |fencrally admired than handsome penmanship ; and 
although scMne physicians, lawyers and others may endeavor to excuse 
their bad writing by calling it uuAishionable to write well and legiole 
depend upon it that it is an absurd and unreasonable practice. 

if you write to a stranger, sign your name tiurly and in full; and 
direct your letter, if it goes by mail, with precision as to stale, coiMiQf 
andtown. 



LETTER iB. 
The Afuwer. 

SUR, 

TWe is no peraon m the world, who would more williagh diow •?» 
ery sort of indulgence to a yoang befimier than niTself, and I am exp 
tremely sorry to press yoa on the present oocasioa ; but I kate reasoM| 
and althooi^ it is not always either fair or prudent to noention tnoim, 
vet yon will give me leave to ask the foUowung question : Whether yoa 
nave an^ dealings with an usurer in your city, and what is bis namel 
If you give me satisfaction on this head, I sliall not wigs the dsmand I 
have made upon you sooner than the time you mention ; but as it may bs 
fane at once, I expect your answer by the bearer, whomym wvU know, 
fjt he was, as he informs me, verv rntely your dark. 

I assure ^, sir, it is in consiueration of the mat cniaioB I havt uf 
four inu»rity, that I refer the payment of mv demand to a simple an- 
swer to this question ; but I fear it cannot be done. 

I am your friend and well wisher. 

LETTER 64. 
SoUeiUng thi him qf momff ffDim a IHauL 

DSAR SIR, 

I believe that, ever since you first knew me, you wifl be iwu^ tn m^ 
knowledge that no person was ever mora ba^ifiil ia askisff fiivors than 
myself. Indeed I have always oonsidered it as more pleasing to an 
honest mind to confer than to receive a fiwor ; but aa unexpected afflio- 
lion in rojy &milv obliges me to solicit your assistance l^ the loan of about 
two hundred dollars, for six months ; but on this condition, that you can 
vpare it without hurting ^ronrself; for I would by no means choose that 
my friend should suffer in his present circumstances in order to obUj^e 
me. Indeed, sir, I was some days engaged among my fHends to raise 
die money, before I could prevail with myself to ask it from you ; and 
diat I have now done it is from a principle &r more noble than any lu- 
crative motive ; nor mdeed would I have asked it all were I not morally 
certain of payiiv it at the time promised. I hope this will not give aiqr 
^nce, and as f said before, if it is any way inconvenient, lei me bef 
Jhat you will refine it. 

I am, dear shr, yours with the greatMt dncerity. 

LETTER 65. 
# The An§wtr. 

DEAR SIR, 

1 ooidd not hesitate one moment in answering your letter ; and had I 
known that roy worthy friend had been in want of the sum mentioned^ I 
flhnuM never have put hw unaffected modes^r to the bhnh by tr'— *~ 
btm to asK fur it ; no, sir, the offer should have come tcom , 
However, tlic sum is sent by the bearer, but let me beg that if you < 
<i<l#^r me really as your friend, that vou will suit the payment to i 
ftvsu rimtiiu'fHnrei*, without beii^ connned to a particu&r time, ana no 
mly «». iNA Utat you will likewise command my assistam in tvoi^thiqg 
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LLTTER 118. 
The Brother** JUUtr, 

•IR, 

I mow not of any gentleman who ever yet honored me with his com- 
panv, for whom I have a greater regard tlian yourself; and tlie agreea 
ble hours we have spent together, cannot be equalled unless they are re* 
peated. When I read your first lette^ k> my sister, I considered tour 
proposal of marriage as the highest honor that could be conferred on 
our family ; and yet, without partiality, I firmly believe fliat the woman 
to whom you have paid vour addresses has merit equal to any in tlie 
world, she returned u-om the boarding school about ten years ago, 
during which time she has superintended the afifaics of my family, and 
conducted them with such prudence as is seldom met with in one of her 
years. Many offers have been made to her, by foK hunters in our neigh* 
Dorbood, but their characters were so totally opposite to her sentimenli 
that she rdected them with the utmost disdain, although apparently ben 
eficial. My sister, sir, has mitch more refined notions tlian to pay an^ 
more regard to affluence than what would procure her an independent 
Bobsistenoe, and too great a regard «^ ^er conscience to sacrifice iier peace 
of mind to enjo^ die greatest earthly arandeur. To use lier own wor^ 
she oonsiders riches as laying her under an additional obligation to ao 
tor the good of her fellow creatures, as a faithful steward of that AI 
mighty Being, who has declared that he will exact a strict account fron 
his creatures, in what manner tliey have used those gifbs which hw un- 
bounded liberality has bestowed. ' Her leisure hours have been spent it 
reading; and when I have met wit\i her in the garden or in the fields, 
she had constantly in her hands eidier Thomson, Milton, or Young, bis 
most eommonly the Bible. It may ^lossibly occur to your thoughts tliaf 
what I have said in commendation of a beloved sister arises from a fra> 
temal affection ; but I do assure you, sir, that I could not help repeat 
ii^ her many accomplishments, were you an utter stranger, and even a * 
married man. A person even destitute of virtue and sensibility might 
nmain ignorant of^my sister's merits forever ; but, by one of your woitb, 
doubt not but they will be estimated by their real value. Light and 
darkness cannot dwell together, nor can those of opposite tempers ever 
be happy; but where tliere is an intellectual as weU as corporeal unioc, 
nothing m this life can interrupt its rational enjoyment.^ But I had al* 
most foi^ot that I was writiiw to one who is well acquainted with these 
things ; not should I have enlaiiged so much had not I regarded youi 
friendship and interest on the one hand, and my sister's luppiness or 
the other. Yet, not to detain you any longer, my consent fur a happy 
union is not only at your service, but, as I said before, I shall oonsidei 
it as a very happy event ; and I have not the least doubt of your evf>t 
repenting of your choice. I have heard that secular affairs call foi 
your attendance in London ; when those aro settled I shall be glad Vk 
bear from you, and also of my sister and yoj being happily joined is 
manriage. In the mean time, she is at my h.iuse, where you may frecl* 
forrespond, and am 

Your sincere frieBd. 



THE 

UNIVERSAL LETTER WRITER 

PARTI. 

ON RELATIONSHIP. 

LETTER 1. 

Drom a ycung lad at a boardmg-achool m ikt country to Mi 
brother, an apprewUee tn Nem^York. 

DEAR CHARLKS, 

Little master Billy ThoropwD b going to New-York tooarrow fl 
ibe itage, and I have tent tbit by him to you. We are all well at 
•chool, and' I have |ot as far as Ovid ; I have likewise got tbroogh the 
rules of practice, of which I riiall give rou a better account whoi I 
eome to town on tlie fourth of July. Dear bfother, give my duty to 
papa and mamma, and tell them I long to see them ; I prmy for theiD 
and you every day ; and I have read over the Complete Duty of Mao, 
whidi my mamma gnve roe. I spend an hour every day in reading Dr. 
Goldsmith's Roman History. Pray Charles, send me aooie books, for 
I am very fond of reading ; and a neat red pocket book* and I ihaU do 
more for you when I leave school. 

I am yoor loviog brotlier, 

LETTER 2. 
The Brcih€r*» An&wtr 

OEAR BROTHER, 

I received your kind letter, and am glad to hear yoa are wdl, as al- 
«o of the progress you make in learning. I read }roar letter to your 
papa and mamma, and they are OKidi pleased with it. BiH Thompsoo 
dines at our house tomorrow, and he will bring you this. Your father 
bus sent you three dollars ; and as you are so fond of books, I have 
feent you RoUin's Belles Lettres. Mr. Austin, our priest, says, that al- 
though all sorts of history are useful, yet be thinlui yon should begin 
with tlmt of your own country ; and he has sent you a Dreseat of Gor* 
don*s History of America. 1 have sent you the pocket book, and some 
other things, which you will find sealed up in the parcel. ^ We all htg 
r!)at you will continue to persevere as you have begun, in ao onifonn 
sountr of virtue. 

I am, dear brothei, yours alfectioiiatelv 
1* 
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LETTER 8. 

JhMR a young JUwt to her PorenU, 
I HOPE that my dear papa and mamma will exoue the badoeM of 
die writh^ of this letter, when they shall be pleased to recoUect, tha* 
this is my link attempt since I liave learned to join my lettera together. 
I have long been anxious to have the pleasure of being able to write to 
yon, and wg you will be pleased to aooept this my first humble offering. 
As my constant study ever has been, so shall it continue to be, to coo- 
▼ince yoq how much I am, my dearest parents. 

Your most afitectionate and dutiful daughter 

LETTER 4. 
JFVofli iht tame to her ParenU on another ocoation. 
11 T dear papa and mamma will be pleased to accept of my most re- 
■pectfid .oomplimcntii on the close of the old and commencement of the 
new yeai. As it has pleased God to give you good health during the 
coarse of the last year, I beseech him to grant you the same to the end 
cf the present, and many more. This b a happiness your family have 
aost eamestly to wish fin-, and in particular 

Your most humble and dutifiil dai^gliter. 

LETTER 6. 
F)rom a ycung Miet to her Brother in the eountrff, 

OSAR W1I.LIA1I, 

Touaeemto make good the old proverb, <*Out of sight, out of 
nind.** It is now tvro mouths since I received a letter from you, and 
yoo appear to forget that we little maids do not like to be treated with 
neglect. You must, not pretend to tell roe that however fond you may 
be of your books, you couM not find leisure to write me in all this time. 
They tell me that you spend a great part of your leisure time with a 
tittle miss of about eight }'eara of age, with whom you are very fond 
of reading and conversing. Take care, if I find she is witlidrawing 
vour affection from me, tmtt I do not come down, and pull her cap for 
her. As for yourself, if you were within the reach of my little tongue, 
I would give you such a peal as shoiUd make you remember it for some 
time to come. However, if you will write to me soon, I may possibly 
foigive aU that is post, and still consider myself as 

Your most affectionate sister 

LETTER e. 
Answer to the preceding, 

DEAR SISTER, 

I am very sorty, that I have given vou so much rcsison to complain 
of my neelect of writing to you ; but be awured, that niy.ufTectJoiis for 
yon are me same they ever were. I readily confess, that the yntuig !> 
dy Tou complain of, nap in »fiue measure l)e(;n the cause uf it.* She i» 
at iond of reading as I am, and I believe Iuwh you on my svccouiit ; « 
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it Umd ponible my siiter can be diipfeased with out lo wMtik. 1411 
MC leU ber what yoa threateacd ber with : bat I am mne, iv«ift M t^ 
cone here on that errand, inatead of pidUag ber cap, joa wand «to- 
faraoe and kyve her. Am to what you » reapecciqg mr fillle toMi^ 
I pmoMe yon I do not widi to come withfai reach or the aoood m il» 
mkm ancer aeii it ia motioa. As this ia the onhf thng wfaidi caft iHh 
der fliy sMter len a^pneeaUe, I •hall be Tery cantKNB to avoid Mtte d* 
Kttla alarum in motion, espeetally when I ■hall pay yea a TiaiL I bsvtt 
boagbt yon a mont briUiaat doll, which I ihaU fariiw up with »» whan I 
coan to Hndaon. Yoor moat amctwate bwtlwr. 

LETTER 7. 

F)rom a Brother to a SHUer tn M« eewilry, ^p6niMitNf hit fir 

bring negligent m wriUng. 

HT DKAR SISTER, 

I write to yoo to acquaint you how unkindly we all take it here, that 
yoQ do not write oftener to us, in relation to your health, direnkm, and 
employments in the country- Yoa cannot be insensible how moch yoa 
are beloTed by us aH ; judge then if yoa do well to oeut giviqg as tlia 
aatis&ction abeence afibrds to true friends, which is, often to hear finoB 
one anodier. My mother is highly displeased with you, and sava yoa 
are a yery idle girl ; my aunt is of the same opinion, and I woula dm, 
like a loving brother, excuse you if T could. Pray, lor the lutnra taka 
care to des^e a better character, and by writing soon, and oAen^ pot 
It in my power to say what a good sister I have 4 for yon ahall always 
find me. Your most affectionate brother. 

LETTER 8. 
F)rom the Daughter lo the Mother, in excutefor her negieeL 

HOKORBD HADAII, 

I am ashamed I ttayed to be reminded of my duty by iny br odiart i 
kind letter. I will omsr no excuse for mvself for not writmK ofteoerv 
though I have been strangely taken up by the kindness and favor of 
your good friends here, particularly my aunt Willet : for well do I know 
that my duty to my honored mother ought to lake place of all q|her con- 
siderations. All 1 beg therefore is, that yuu will be so ^ood as to for- 
give me, on promise of amendment, and to procure tbraiveness also of 
my aunt Greenough and all friend?. Believe roe, matkim, when I mm 
tliat no diversions liere or elsewhere i<hall make me forget the duty I 
owe to so good a mother^ and such kind relations ; and that I shall ever 
oe Your gratefolly dutiful dai^ter. 

r. S. My aunt and cousins desire their kind fove to you, and doa 
respects to all friends. 

LETTER 9. 
From a Fitlhtr to kU Son at tehool. 

MY DEAR CHILD, «. . ^ *i_ 

I could not give a more convincing proof of my atfeciion for yoM»tiiM 
ti sulMnitting to rend you to so great a liiMance fi-ora n<». I pranrrea 
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your adraBtaes to my own pkiuurB, and sacrificed fondncM to < 
ibould have <UMie this oooner, but I waited till my inquirief kad 1 
out apenmi whose diaracter luigbt be responsible for your edot^tion $ 
and Mr. Batchelder was at length my choice for that important trosl. 
Your obediencea therefore, must be without murmuring or re h icta n c e ; 
especially when yon reflect that a strict attention to his appointmeBts, 
and an implicit compliance with his commands, are not only to form the 
rule of your safe conduct in thb life, but to be preparatory to 3foor hap* 
piness in the next. W«th regard to your school connexions, it is impoe- 
sible for me to give you an^ instructions at present. All that I shall mom 
ny to you on this subject is, quarrel with no one, avoid in«ddlii^ with 
the disputes of others, unless with a view to promote an acoMiHuodation ; 
and though I would wish yuu to support the dignity of a vowh, be nei- 
ther mean nor arrogant. I have nothing more now to adcf. ilHin to pmy 
God to give you grace and abilities, ana that your own eua»%tvors may 
second the views of An aflfectionate lather. 

LEITER 10. 
^nm a Youth cl school to fH» Father. 

HOHORXD SIR, 

I am infinitelv ubliged to you, for the many favors you have bestowed 
upon me; all I hope is, that the progress 1 make in mv learning will be 
considered as some proof how sensible I am of yuur iciudness. Grati- 
tnde, duty, and a view to my own future advantage, equally contriUste 
to make me thoroughly sensible how much I ought to lalxir for my own 
in^MTOvement, and your satisfaction. I have recc ivcd the books you sent 
for my amusement. Tlie Princes of Pentia 1 iiave almost finished, after 
whidi I shall penisc Mrs. Chafxuie's Letters on the Improvement of the 
Mind. The liberal allowance of money yoti have been pleased to make 
me, shall be applied in the i)est manner I am able, i am mire my dear 
ifitber will not censure me dIiuuKI 1 ilevote n part of it towards tlie relief 
c^the wretched and unfortunate. Prav give luy most dutiful respects to 
my mother, my kindest luve to my brothers and sisters^ and believe me, 
dtar sir. Your most dutiful and afiectionate son. 

• LElTEll 11. 

/Vom an elder io a younger Brother at school, 

DEAR BROTHER, 

As you are now gone frosn Iumuc, and placed in a very capital semi- 
nary of learning, I thought it not amies ti» put you in mind, that chiklish 
amusements should be Tsiid n:*i Ic, an>l, int^tciul uf them, more serious 
thoughts imbibed, and thing» of more conttccfiience made the object of 
your attention ; whereby we may add to ihe reputation of ow femily, 
and gain to ourselves the g.Kxl est<*ein i.f bt-ine vittiuius and diligent. 
You may judge, in some measure, of du; valup of a good orhication, fix>m 
the unavailing lamentations you daily lu;ai- tliose uiakc, who have fool- 
ishly shrunk from the dinicuUtes attending rli(! variuun brandies of scho- 
lastic education. What a diflTerence tlicrc i>: Wcixvcen an aged man ot 
Uaiuing and one who totilly neglscted \m udmaiiun iu his voulh ! TIm 
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Ibmwr, m tiw eveniiig of hit lUe, fiadb a ptrpaCaal loarae of wBomntBl 
in tiw knowledge be acquired in bit early dsiyUf and hie eoaipaBj » 
admired aiid eougltt by all iboee wbo wiib to derive onderetanding mm 
tbe knowlecSge of otbert, improved by a long life and pbikwophiod ex- 
perience ; bat the ignorant old man it no company fi>r himtelf, nor any 
one elte» unlett over a pitcher or a bottle, when the attiitaBoe .of a pipe 
win be neoeetary to excuse his silence. I know von have too much good 
■atnre to be offended at my advice, eepeciaDy when I —urn yon, tluit I 
aa sincerely wish your happiness and advancement in life -aa I do my 
owa. We are all very well, thank God, and yoar friends desire to m 
remeMdbered to voo. Pray write as often as opportani^ and leisara 
will permit | and be assored, that a letter from yoa will ahrayv giva 
great satisfiiotion to yoar paieots, and to 



LETTER 12. 
/V-om «ii ApprmHce fo ku Father in prtdti^kiB Mmttr mitifkmUf 

ROIfORED SIR, • 

I know it will lie a gref>t satis0wtion to yon and my dear mother, to 
hear that I go on very happily in my business ^.and my master seeiitf bit 
diligence, puts me forward, and encourages me in sodi a manner that 1 
have great delight in it, and hope I shall answer in time, your good 
wishes and expectations, and the indulgence which you have always 
shown to me. There is such good order in the family, as well on my 
mistress 'tf part as my master's, tJmt every servant knows his dut]r and 
does it widi plea6tu*e. So much evenness, sedateness and regularity is 
observed in all tliey enjoin or expect, that it is impossible but it shmild 
be so. My master is an honest, worthy man ; every body speaks wdl 
of him. My mistress is a clieerful, sweet tempered woman, and rather 
heals breaches than widens tliem. And the children, after such exam* 

1>les beliave to us all, like one's oam brotiien and sisters. Who can but 
ove such a family 1 I wislt when it shall please God to put me in suck 
a station, that I may carry m}-self jtist as my master docs; and if I 
should ever marry, have just sticli a wife as my mistress : and then by 
God's blessing, I i^ll be as happy as tliey are ; and as you, sir, and my 
dear mother liave always been. If any thinji can make me still happier 
tian I am, or continue to lue my present fel^ity, it will be the continu- 
ance of yotUiS and my good mother's prayers, fer, honored sir and 
radain. Your ever dutiful son. 

LETTER 13. 
From a Y<mng Man to his Mother during hit ApprenHeeekip, 

HOlfORKU MOTHER, 

Your having retired to tlie country, has hindered me from writing to 
you as often as I cotiki wish. Ever since I was bound to Mr. Shepard, 
Be has trcateil me with every indulgence, and I have endeavored to ac- 
quire tlic good will of all our customers. I know that you are so strait- 
ened m your awn circuniiittinces, as not to be able to afford me pocket 
uuuey ; Init I iuivv the plc:««<ue to tell you tiuu Mcs. Howard has takeo ^ 
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care, in dwt paincidar, and generooslT Bopplied me finom tune te ttnM, 
fat everv part of my oondocC I shall eodeaTor to actoonsntcntly wtdi te 
prfneipm of Tiitae, and am with the utmost Kipeot and duty, 

loor alfectiooate abb. 

LETTER 14. 
JVom a young Lady to ktr Mother. 

HOIfORBD MOTHKR, 

In my bat I infemied you that my worthy faencfaetress, Mrs. Waller 
had been eKtreowly iU ; I have the pleasore to assure yon that she m 
BOW perfectly reco^ifered. The happiness of ai^ present situation nay 
be ooooeived, but it is not in my power to describe it. After w<e Ml 
up in the nMNming, the family is called together, to render thanks to tne 
Almighty for his preserving them during the preceding nwht, and to 
implm^nis protection the remaining part of the day; afterward w<e 
retire te breokfest. During the forenoon, we yoon^ ones wdk ioto tlMi 
garden, or the fields, whilst tlie good lady is employed in diapauii|| 
medicines to her poor tenants. At one o'clock we dine, and afterwarai 
retire to the summer house, when each in her turn, r«ids some part of 
the best Enj^lish writers, whilst die others are employed in needle-woik 
I have received a letter from my brother, and am glad to hear be ia 
settled in so good a family. I am, honored madam. 

Your affectionate and dut'rful daqghter. 

LEITER 15. 

fVom a Young Man to Ais Father, desiring km to mtereede uriik 

hit Master to take him again tnto hie eenrice. 

HONORED SIR, 

With shame, aristng from the consciousness of guilt,! have pr e sua w d 
to write to you at this time. I doubt not but .you have heard of die ir* 
regularities Hi my conduct, winch at last proceeded so far, as not otAy 
to induce me to desert the service of the best of masters, but to run fai- 
to the commisBfon of those vices that miglit have proved fatal to me ; it 
was the alhireroents of vicious company that first tempted me to forsake 
the ptadis of virtue, and neglect my duty, in a family where I was treat- 
ed witli the greatest tentlerness. Fully sensible of my fault, I am wil- 
ling to make every reparation in my power ; but know not of any oth<> 
er, than 1^ acting diametrically op|K)site to my former conduct. Let 
me be^ of you, sir, to intercede with my worthy master to take me 
agaio into his 8er\ice, and my wliole future life shall be one continued 
act of gratitude. 

Your afTectionutc though undutiful stm. 

LETTER 16. 
The Father^e anewer, 

■T DEAR CHILD, 

if ever you live to be a father, yoi* '*'«I1 know what 1 Ibtl for you oa 
die present occasion. Tenderiiete na a parent, ^r>t^cnI^1ellt on atxxnial 
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of mgratitiide, a re«l ooneern for yoor future happineH, and ropeet fir 
the worthy man whoee Mnrtoe you have dewrteo, all conspire togedier 
to agitate my mmd to diilierent porposes ; \mt paternal aflfectkm hecoo— 
predominant, and I am obliged to act as your friend, ahboagh I am 
afraid yon have considered me as your enemy. I have written to tow 
master, and have just received his answer, a copy of which I endow. 
Your master is willing again to receive you into his senrioe, and I hopa 
that your behaviour will be correspoBdent to so much leni^. 

I am your afl^ionate father. 

LETTER 17. 
The jnaherU letter to the Master. 

MT WORTHY FRIEND, 

I have often written to you with pleasure, but alas ! I am constraioei? 
at present to address myself to you en a subject I little expected. I 
have recentlv received a letter from my son, by which I am iaformea 
that he has left^ your service tbroi^h the instigation of evil company ; 
his letter contains a penitential acknowledgement of his ofience, togeth* 
er with a declaration of his resolution to act eonsistenily for the future. 



conduct will be equal to his promises ; ami >t wiH confer a lasting obli- 
gation OD an aflUaed parent, and oblige 

Your sincere frisend. 

LETTER 18. 
The Maeter'e Antwer, 

•IRy 

Ever since I first considered the state of human nature, or the difler- 
enoe between right and wrong, 1 have always preferred mercy to the 
severity of justice. However reasonable your request may be to your* 
self, yet to me it was really unnecessary. *I am a father, sir, and can 
feel, at least, part of what you suflfer. My resentment against the 
youii|; man is less than my anxiety for his happiness ; and were I 
of his adhering to an uninterrupted course of virtue, I should have i 
real pleasure than his aoqnirii^ me the wealth of a nabob. 

In the mean time, that nothing may be wanting on my part, to maki> 
both him and you as happy as possible, all faults are from this moinen 
ibrgotten ; my house is open for his rect^tion ; and, if he will retiimi 
be shall be treated with the same indulgence as if he had never com 
milted any fault whatever. I am your affectionate friend. 

LETTER 19. 

fi-om a Mother in foton, to a Daughter at eehool in the country^ 

recommending the practice of Virtue. 

DKAK CHILD, 

Although we are separated in person, yet yon are never absent frcm 
my thoughts : and it is my continual practice to recoiameiul vuii to the 
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care of that Being, whose eyes are on all bis creatmrei, and to iriioai 
the secrets of all hearts are open ; but I have been somewhat alarmed 
because your two last letters do not run in that strain of unaffiscied pi- 
ety as formerly. What, my dear, is the reason 1 Does virtue appear 
u^leasant to you 1 Is your beneficent Creator a bard task master, or 
are you resolved to embark in the fashionable follies of a gay, unthiok- 
11^ world 1 Excuse me, mv dear, I am a mother, and m ooneem fer 
yoor happiness is inseparably connected with my own. reffanps I am 
mistaken, and what I have considered as a fault, may be only the effii- 
sions of youthful gaiety. I diall consider it in that light, and be ex- 
tremely glad, vea, bappv to find it so. Useful instructions are never 
too often inculcated, and, therefore, ffive me leave again to put you in 
mind of that duty the performance of which alone can make yoo happy 
both in time and in eternity. 

Rdigion, my dear, is a dedication of the whole sonl^ to the vriH of 
Grod, and virtue is the actual operation of that truth, which difiases it* 
sdf through every part of our conduct ; its consequences are equally 
beneficial as its promises : ** Her ways are ways of pleasantness and 
all her paths are peace." 

Whilst the say, unthinking part of youth are devoting the whole of 
their time to feshionable picMirefr, how happy shall I w to hear, that 
my child was religious, without hypocritical austerity, and even gay 
with innocence. Let me beg that 3^x1 will spend at least one hour eacn 
day, in perusing yoor Bible, and some of our best English writers ; and 
do not imagine that religion is stich a gloomy thing as some enthusmsta 
have represented ; no, it indulges you in all rational amusements, not 
inconsistent with morality : it forbids nothing but what is hurtful. 

I beg diat you will consider attentively what I have written, and 
write to me as soon as possible. Your anxious mother 

LETTER 20. 
J%eAfuwer, 

HONORED MOTHKR, 

I am 80 much afiected by the perusal of yoor kind parental adviee, 
that I can scarcely hold the pen to write an answer; but duty to the 
best of parents obliges me to make you easy in your mind before I take 
any rest to myself. That levi^, so coospicooas in my former letters, is 
too true to be denied ; nor do jf desire to draw a veil over my own folly. 
No, madam, I freely confess it, but, with great sincerity, I must at tlie 
same time decLire, that they were written in a careless numner, widi 
out considering the character of the person to whom they were address- 
ed ; I am fully sensible of my error, and, on all future occasions shall 
endeavor to avoid giving the least offence. The advice jpn sent me in 
your valuable letter, needs no encomium ; all tliat I desire, is, to have 
It engraven on my heart. M^ dear madam, I lo%'e religion, I love vir- 
tue, and I hope no consideration will ever lead me from those duties, in 
niiidi alone 1 expect future happiness. Let me beg to hear from yon 
often, and 1 hope that my whole future conduct will convince the bettoi 
patents that I am what blic wishes me tn lie. 

Vuur uficciionaie and dutiful daughter 
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LETTER 2L 
JVoM «n Cffietr m the navjf to Mi Son at tekooL 

9EAK WILLIAM, 

Our frigate is now lying in the harbor of New-York, and we are orw 
dered to lail iramediatety for the Mediterranean. I thought to Kava 
called on yon at tchoot, but our orders to rail were so sudden, thsl i And 
oo time to spare from the necessary duties of my station- Let me beg, 
my dear, that you will attend with the utmost a88iclr!»y to your studies. 

Youth is the proper time for aoquirini; kno* .'icdge, which, if properly 
improved, and reduced to practice, will he of ilie utmost service to yon 
in your future life ; you are yet unacquainted with the world, and happy 
will it be for you, '^you remain ignorant of the evils and cbingers of a 
seafaring life. Let me therefore intreat you, in the most earnest man- 
ner, to tnink of some employment which wiU procure you a decent sub- 
sistence, and enable you to bve independently m the worid. I have left 
an order with our agent to pay for your education ; and although my pay 
is small, yet nothing on my part shall be wanting to make your situation 
as easy as possible. As it wiU be some days before we sail, I shall ex- 
pect to have a letter from you, and if too late, it will be sent after m& 
sn the neaa time, I am your affectionale fiuhcr. 

LETTER 22. 
The Son's Antwer. 
■oiromBD SIR, 

It was one of the first lessons you taught me, that eratitude is the no- 
blest prmeiple that can actuate the heart of man ; but what uinst it be 
when ooDoeeted with filial duty incumbent on a son to the most indulgent 
parent t I am lefl in a situation that may he felt, but not described. 
That my fond worthy parent slunild be so precipitately Inirried away to 
a distant country, almost overpowers nie ; efjiecially wlien I consider 
that I may never liave an opportunity of seeing you any more. I am 
convinced that your friendly advice to rae in such, that if strictly follow- 
ed, must be attended with the most beneficial conseuoences to myself; 
my honor and happiness will equally depend on adhering to it, and I 
shaU always oonsKfer it as my second greatest duty, to obey the precepts 
of my worthy fether. 

I have got so far in my studies as to be able to read Xenophon, and 
next week I enter u)H>n Homer. I have some thoughts, if agreeable to 
you, to take lodgings, in order to study the law ; my inclinations run 
that way, but I submit it wholly to your approbation. Pray let me hear 
from you as often Im possible, as it will be the greatest pleasure that you 
ean awMrd Your affectionate and dutiful son. 

LETTER 28. 

f)rom m Ymmg OentUwMm, eterk to a merehanitn town, to Ms 

/teAsr in the eoimfry, ooKeUing poekH ntonoff. 

■050HSD SIR, 

. I wrote 10 yoR by Mr. Ball, the dry goods tradsr, hot net having ra- 
•Hwd RHf aaswar, I «r disappoinnd. Althsugh I hate been as good 
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an economist as possible, yet I find the. pocket money you allowed me te . 
take from Mr. Ilovey, montldy, it not sufficient to support my neoeasaiy 
expenses, althoqgh it was so at first. New-York is such a place, tba* 
unless one maintains something of a character, they are sure to be treai* 
ed with contempt, and pointed at as objects of ridicule. I aman you 
adr, that I abhor erery sort of extravagaore, as much as you can deBira» 
and the small matter which I ask as an addition to voor former allow- 
ance) is only to [Nromote my own interest, and wlii<», 1 am sure, you 
have as much at heart as any parent powibly can. My maaler will sat« 
ifcfy you, that mv conduct has been consistent with the stridest rules of 
morality. I submit it to your judgment what you think proper to order 
me. I -did not choose to mention my want of money to Mr.Hovej, and 
fi)r that reason, have not taken any thing more tlian you ordered; I hope 
you will not be ofiended with wiiat 1 have written; as I shall always 
consider myself happy in peribrminff my duty, suid acouiring the &var 
of my honored parents. I am, honored sir, your anectifnate knu 

LETTER 24. 
The Faiher^t Antwer. 

MT DSAR CHILD, 

My reason for not sending to you sooner was, tliat I had been on a 
journey to your uncle at Philadelphia, where I was detained bnser than 
I expected, and consequently, did not see your letter till last night, i 
have considered your request, and am convinced that it is- altogether 
reasonable : you are greatly mistaken if you think that I wanted to eoa* 
fine you to the small matter paid by Mr. Hovey — no ; it was indeed m- 
advertency; but my constant residence ia the country readers me little 
acquainted with the customs of New-Ycrk. I do not desire to ooaiBe 
you to any particular sum ; you are now arrived at an age when it be- 
somes absolutely necessary for you to be well acquainted with the value 
of money, your profession likewise requires it; and it is well known that 
prudence and sobriety in youth, naturally lead to regularity of eondoct in 
Q^re advaiiced life. Virtue insures respect, and, as 1 well know that 
all manner of precepts are useless where the inclinations are vicions, I 
have left the afiair mentioned in your letter entirely to your own diacre- 
tion; and as the enclosed order is unlimited, 1 hope prudence will direet 
you how to proceed. Your affiBctwnate fiuUsr 

LETTER 26. 

JVom a young Tradeaman, UUehf enUred Into 6iis^«t, fo fttt 

Father, asking kU emiemd to mmrf. 

■OirORBD SIR, 

Yoo know that it is now above a year since I entered into bwli— 
for myself, and finding it daily insreasing, I am inclined to look out Ibr 
an agreeable partner— I mean a wife. Hiere is a very worthy fimoiily 
in this neighborhood, with whom I have been seme tMM aeqaaiMM. 
They are in good cinwrnsrafsii, and have a dminhtei-, an amiable yomy 
woonn, greatly esteemed by aU who know her; I have paid m^ i|£ 
dremet to her» and likewise ofaCniMd the pamnfe* consit> on iimiiiilun 
dmt k ia acraaabb to yon. I wenU net dn anjF idiff ef tkninalwt 
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without your ooBie*t ; but I hope that upoo the itrkleit iaqnUy jm wiO 
ftid her luch a penoa aa you will approve. I, on trory oceaaioB, en- 
daavor to act with the createit prudence, oomMtent with the rake je« 
were pleaeed to prmcrvbe fiir my condoct. The paceala are to pay im 
one tboueaBd cbUare on the day of marriage, if the event ilioald Mppn 
to take pbu»; and aa they have no other childreB, the wfaab of their 
property beoomee onra at their death. In whatever Ught yea «ne pkaa- 
ed*to coneider thif, 1 diall abide by vour direction, and yoor answer la 
the mean time it anxiooaly expected by YoordntiAdiOB. 

LETTER 26. 

,MT DKAm soil, 

I received your letier, and Boy reaaon for not ■ending yea aa answer 
•ooner, is, that it being aa af&ir of |[reat importanoe, I was willing to 
proceed therein with the otmost cantion. I wrote to Mr. Johnson, my 
attorney in New-York, desiring him to inqaire oonoernmg the iamity 
you desire to be allied with ; and I am alad to hear that his account does 
not differ from your own. I hope yoa do not think that I wouU desiro 
to sse yon one moment nnhappir. Your wish to enter the marriaoa stale 
is natira and meets my approbation, and I am ^bd to hear tnat the 
person on whom you hare placed your aflfection is so worthir. When 
yon have fixed the wedding-day I will come to New-York to be present 
at the ceremony, and spend a lew days with my old friends. 1 hope 
von win continue to attend to your businem with the same diligence joa 
Lave hitherto done ; and if you should live to an old age, yoa will then 
be able to retire froai businees with honor both to youneltand fiunily. 

I am your aflectionale lather* 

LETTER 27. 

Prom m ymmg Wowum hut gone to servtce m NtW'Yorkt to k§r 

Mother in the country. 

DBAK MOTHER, 

It is now a month that 1 have been at Mr. Eastman^ and I thank 
God that I like mv plaoeso well. Mr. and Mrs. Eastman are both 
worthy people and greatly respected by all theSr neighbors. At my irsi 
coraug here I thought every thing strange, and wondered^ to see such 
muUitadss of people in the streets; but what I suffer most from is, the 
ronembraaoe of year's and my father's kwdness ; but I bcf in to gat 
more rec o n ci led io my state, as I know vou wara not able to support me 
at home. I rstani yon a tho u sa n d thanu for the kind advice you were 
so kind to give sm at partiqg, and I shall endeavor to prectiee it as 
loqg aa Ilhe; let me hear from yon as oAen as you have anopportuni^ 
ao whli n^ dnty to yoa and my fodier, and kMre to aU friends. 

I remam evsr, your most dnt i fiil dapi^ilir 

LETTER 2B. 
Tk» MUker*9 A wtmtr , 

I om glad to hear thai yon have got Into so goad a foadly. Ya* 
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know chat we neter ehuuld have psurted from you had it BOt bean fin 
voiir good. If yoa continue virtuous and obliging, all the fiumily wil 
love and esteem you. Keep yourself ennployed as modi as you caiii 
and be always ready to assist your fellow-servantB. Never tpeak ill of 
any body, bm when you hear a bad stoiTytry to soften it as moch as yoa 
can ; do not repeat it again, but let it slip out of yoor mind as soon ai 
possible. I am in great hopes that all the femily are kind to you, Anon 
the good character I have heard of them. If you have any time 'to 
•pare from your business I hope you will spend some part m it in md- 
ing your Bible, and the Whole Dutv of Man. I pray fof ^fou daily 
aim there is nothing I desire more than my dear child's hap|iiness. Re- 
member, that the more faithful you are in tlie dischaive of ycnr duty ai 
a servant, the better you will prosper if you live to have a familv of 
your own. Your father desires his blessii^, and your brothers and sis- 
ters their kind love to vou. Heaven bless you, my dear child, and oon- 
tinoe yoa to be a comlort to ns all, and particularly to 

Your affectionate mother 

LETTER 29. 

^rom mn UneU to kU Nephew, an apprenHee, on ki$ keeping hmd 

company f bad Amirs, 4^. 

DEAR HEPRKW, 

I am very much concerned to hear, that you arc of late fellen into bad 
company ; that you keep bad hours, and givegreat uneasiness to yoor 
master, sind break the rules of hii fiunily. That when he expostomtei 
with you on this account, you return port and bold answers ; and instead 
of promisitig or endeavoring to amend, repeat the offence ; and have en- 
tered into chibs and societies of young feUows, who set at naueht all 
^ood example, and make such persons who would do their duty, me sub- 
ject of their ridicule, as persons of narrow minds, and who want the 
courage to do as they do. 

Let me on tliis occasion expostulate with you, and set before you the 
evil of the way vou are in. In the first place : what can you mean by 
breaking the rules of a fiunily yon had round yourself by contract to 
observe 1 Do you think it honest, to break through ensagements into 
which you have solemnly entered t Seven years, several of which are 
elapseci, is not so k>ng a term but thai you may see it terminate beibn 
you are over fit to be trwted with your own conduct. Twenty-one or 
twenty-two years of age is foHearfy for a yonng man tobehb own mas- 
ter, whatever you may think ; and you may sorely stay till then at leasT 
to choose your own liours, and your own eompany ; and I fear as yo 
go on, if yon do not mend your ways, your discretion wiU not then u 
credit to your choice. Remendier you have no time you can call yon 
own, durmg the eootinnanee of yoor contract ; and must you abnseyooi 
master in a double sense : rob him of his tfane, especially if any of it be 
hours of business : rob him of his rest ; break the peace of his fiunihr, 
and give a bad example to otlien t And all lor what 1 Why to riotia 
the company of a set of penons, who eontemn, as they teach you to do, 
all order and discipline ; who, in all likelihood, will mid you into pnai- 
ipg, druknig, sweamg, and even noro dangerous vkses, to OM nBnijg* 
mg of your mind from yoor liusiness, whieh must be your fitfurtsuppert 
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Coumder, I exhort yoa, in time, to what these counef may lead rem 
Consider the affliction you will give to all yonr firiends, by your oooum • 
ance in them. I ^y together the subetanoe of the oonvemtioB tint pav- 
ee in a whole evening, with yonr frothy companions, after yoa nava 
come from them, and reflect wlmt solid truth, what nsefid lessons, wor- 
thy of being inculc^jted in your foture life, that whole evflDing has ai^ 
forded yoo ; and consider whether it is worth breakins t^foogfa afl nda 
and order for 1 Whether your present conduct is socn as you would al- 
low in a servant of your own 1 Whether you are so capafble to pursoa 
yoor business witk Uiat ardour and delight next morning, as if you had 
not drank or kept bad hours over night 1 If not, whether your soaster 
has not a double loss and damage firom your misspent evenings? Wheth- 
er tlie taking of small liberties, as you may think them, leadb yon not OB 
to greater 1 For let me tell you, that you will not f.nd \% in your power 
to stop when you will : and then, wKether any restraint at all wiU ooc 
in time be irksome to you ? 

I have gone tlirough the like servitude with pleasure and credit. I 
found nu-self my own master full soon for my discretion : what yoa 
think ot yocirdelf I know not ; but I wish you may do as well for your 
own interest and reputation too, as I have done for mine : and I assore 
you I sliould not have thought it eitlier creditable or honest to do as ^oa 
do. I could have stood the lai^h of an hundred such vain companions 
as you dioose, for being too narrow minded to break through all moral 
obligations to my master, in order to show the bravery of a bad heart, 
md what an auindoned mind dared to perpetrate. A bad beginning 
seldom makes a good ending, and if you were assured that you could 
stop vvhen you come for yourself, which is very improbable, how will 
yoa answer it to eoiiity and a good conscience, that you will not do so 
for vour master 1 Inhere is, let me tell you, more true bravery of mind 
in forbearing to do an injury, than in giving offence. You are now at 
an age when you should study to improve, not divert your focuhies. 
You should now lay in a fund of knowledge, that in time, when ripened 
by experience, may make youH worthy member of the commonwealth. 
Do you t^iink you have nothing to learn, either as to your business, or as 
to the forming of your mind 1 Would it not be much better to choose the 
silent, the sober conversation of books, than of such companions as nev- 
er read or tliink I Let me entreat you then, my dear kinsman, for 
yoor family's sake, for your own sake, before it be too late, to reflect 
as you ought upon the course you have entered into. By applying your- 
self to book^, instead of such vain company, you will be qualified in 
lime for the best of company, and be respected by all ranks of men. 
This will keep yiHi out of unnece8sar> expenses, will empfoy all your 
leisure time, will exchMic a world of temptations, and onafly set you 
tbove that wretched company which now you seem so much delighted 
with. 

And one thing let me recommend to you, that vou keep a list of the 
young men of your st:uiding within tlie cora|)ass of^your knowledge, jiiid 
for tlie next seven years observe what fate will Htte::d their* : SCO if ihoss 
who follow not tlie course vou have so lately entered into, will not ap|)ea< 
■I a rery diflerent light irora those who do : and for tlie industi^ aat 
8* 
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prcwperity of the one, and the decay or failure of the other, (if tlieir 
vain ways do not blast them before or as soon as diey begin the world) 
you'll find abundant reason every day to justify the truth of tlie obserra- 
Cions I have thrown together. As nothing^ but my affection for you could 
ptffsibly infl^nce me to diese expostulations. I hope for a proper effect 
from tbem, if you would be thought well of by, or exttect an^r favor from. 

Your lovinff uncle. 
P. S. Your master will, at my request, send me word of ue success 
ti my remonstrance. 

LETTER SO. 

An Unelt in antwer to a Nephew* t compUtming ofhartUAip in ku 

apprenticeship. 

l)BAR NEPHEW, 

T am sorry you should have any misunderstanding with ^our master : 
I have a good opinion of him, and am unwilling to entertaiu a bad one 
of yon. It is so much a master's interest lo use his apprentices well, 
that I am disposed to think that when chey are badly used it is oftener 
the effect of provocation than choice. Wherefore, before I give myself 
the trouUe ot interposing in your behalf, I desire tliat you will inquire 
of yourself, whether you have not, \sv some misconduct or other, pro- 
voked that alteration in your master's behaviour of which you so much 
complain. If, afler having diligently complied with this request, yon 
SMSure me diat vou are not sensiole of having given cause of disgust on 
your side, I will readily use my endeavors to reconcile you to your mas 
tor, or procure you another. But if you find yourself blameabie, it rrhi 
faa better for you to remove, .by your own amendment, the occasion of 
your master's displeasure, than to have me or any other friend, ofl^ to 
fdead ydUr excuse, where you know it would be unjust to defend you If 
this should be your case, all your friends tdgether could promise voor 
better behaviour, indeed; but as the performance must even tlien be 
your own, it will add much more to your character to pass through - our 
whole term, without any interposition between you. Weigh what I f ive 
here said) and remember that your future welfare dep«nds ^fesJi > on 
yoor present behaviour. I am your loving kmsma .. 

LETTER SI. 
jFVpsi a Mother to her Son on the eame euJbjeet, 

mi DEAR SAMUEL, 

You cannot imaff ine bow sorry I was to hear that your master an^ fou 
do iM>t affree so well as I could wish. I was always afraid you v .^Id 
expect the same, indulgence when-you got abroad into the world, an. you 
experienced when at home. You know, that in many instances, I Vave 
endeavored to make seeming hardships as easy to you as I could ; but 
if tjiis makes you more difficult to be satisfied, it would be a great trv able 
to me. Your uncle tells me, and I am afraid with too much truth diat 
die ffldulgences you have i'cceived from me, have made your preset t sit- 
wtion more disagreeable than it would otherwise have beeu. WHia evei 
1 have done for you, was always intended for your good, and nothing 
eottid w deeply afflict me, at to see my tenderness have a misdiievous 
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fleet, llierefore, oiy dear child, to my constaDC care lor yoa, do nut 
Bdd the sorrow of ray seeing it tlie cause of your behaving worse, than if 
i had been less tender to you. Before we put vou to your mast«v, we 
fcad a very pleasing character of him from all his neighbors, and thom 
who had any dealings with him. As Mr. James, who is now out of hit 
time, gives him the best of characters, and declares yoor mistress to be 
a woman of great prudence and good conduct, I know not how to think 
they would in any respect use you ill. Consider, my dear, yoa must not, 
in any other woman than myself, ex|>ect to find a iood and perhaps par- 
tial mother ; for the liule failings which I could not see in you, will con* 
spicooosly appear to other persons. My aflfectioa for yoa would nukt 
me wish yoa to be always with me ; but as that would be inoonsisteBt 




promised to see justice done too, provided yoor complaints are fiMmdod 
on reason. Believe me, my aear child, Yoor aflEectionate motber*. 

LETTER 82. 
lyom a Faihtr to a Son, on ki$negHgene€ in Mi offiiin* 

DEAR JAMBS, 

Yoa cannot imagine what a concern your careleaness and iodiflerenl 
management of your afl&irs p[ive me. KemissneM is inexcunble in tO 
men, but in none so much as_ m a man of bosiness, the sool of whieh is 
industry, diligence and punctuality. 

Let me beg yoa to shake off the idle habits you have contracted ; qoit 
unprofitable company, and unseasonable recreations, and apply to yoor 
compting house with diligence. It may not yet be too late to retrieve 
your affairs. Inspect therefi>re, your gains, and cast up what proportion 
they bear to your expenses ; and then see which of the latter yoo can, 
and which you cannot contract. Consider, that when once a man suT* 
fers himself to go backward m the world, it must be an uncommon spir- 
it of industry that retrieves him, and pots him forward again. 

Reflect, I beseech yoa, befi>re it be too late, upon the nicoiivenienoes 
which an impoverished trader is put to, for the remainder of his Iifi» j 
which-toomay happen to be the prime part of it; the indignities he is 
likely to waSSex from those whose money he has unthinkingly sqoandored; 
the contempt he will meiet with from all, not excepting the idle compan- 
ions of his folly; the injustice he does his family, m depriving hn chil- 
dren, not only of the power of raising themselves, but of living tolerably; 
and how, on the contrary, from being horn to a creditable. eiq)ec(atioa, 
be sinks them into the lowest class of mankind, and expoese them to 
most dangerous temptations. What oas not such a father to answer fi>r ! 
and all this for the sake of indulginff hnnaelf in an idle, careless, thought- 
less habit, that cannot afford the feast satisfiiction, beyond the preMBt 
hour, if in that ; and whicli must be attended with deep remorse, when 
be begins to reflect Think seriously of these thinss, and in time ra- 
solwonsMli a eourse as may bring credit to yootadH; Justice to all jw 
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deal wStb, peace and pleasure to your own mind, comfort to your hxaJhr; 
■nd wfakh vUl give at the same time the highest satisfaction to 

Your careful and loving father. 

LETTlER 83. 
The Son*8 grateful answer, 

BOMORED 81B, 

I return you my sincere thanks for your seasonable reproof and advice. 
I have indeed too much indulged myself in an idle, careless habit ; and 
had already begun to feel the evil consequences uf it, when I received 
vour letter, in the insults of a creditor or two, from whom I expected 
kinder treatment. But, indeed, they wanted but their own, so I coukl 
only blame myself, who had brought tiieir rough usii^e upon me. Your 
letter came so seasonable upon this, diat I hope it will nut want the de- 
sired effect; and as I think it is not yet too late, I am resolved to take 
another course with myself and my afiiiii's, tliat I may avoid the ill con- 
■ecjuences you so judiciously forewarv rae of, and give to mv family and 
friends the pleasure they so well de8<rrv« at my hands ; and particularly 
that satisfaction to so good a father, which is owing to him b]^ his 

Most dutiful son. 

LETT! E 84. 
Firom anaged Lady in the eouniy, to her Niece mNew^Yarkt 
eautUmmg her againtt keepm$ .*#«i|Mniy foUh a QeniUman qf a 
bad eharaeUr. 

DEAR iriECE, 

The sincere tove and affisction wfa^-H I now have for your indulgeol 
fiither, and ever had for your virtuonr ro ither, when she was alive, to- 
cetber with the tender regard for yoi-r future happiness and welfii/e, 
have prevailed on me rather to inform hf tetter than by word of rooath, 
ooDoeraing what I have heard of vour Visarded conduct, and the too 
great freedonas you take with Mr. Loveli te. You have been seen with 
him at the Theatre, Columbia, Mount Vtrvm, aud Vauxhall Gardens. 
Do not imagine, neice, that I write this ^exn a principle of ill nature; 
It is on purpose to save you from ruin ! for V«t me tell you, your fomiU 
iari^ with nim jgives me no small concern, aa Vis character is extremely 
bod, and as he nu acted in the most nngene^^ f manner to two or three 
▼irtnoos ^roung ladies of my acquaintance, wk^ A^tertained too fovora* 
Ue an opinion of his honor. It is possible, a. ^*mi have no great for- 
toQe to expect, and as he has an uncle from whok s-^ expects a consid- 
erable estate, that you mav be tempted to imagim S^ address an ofier 
to your advantage ; but that is greatly to be que^ oned ; for I have 
beard that he is deep in debt, as also that he is privr^ely engaged to a 
ridi old widow in the Jerseys. In short, my dear, hi is a perfect lib- 
ertine, and is ever boasting of favors from our weak sex, whose fond- 
Bess and fraHty are the constant topics of his railing and ridicule. 

I^ me prevail, on you, dear niece, to avoid his companv as you would 
that of a madman ; for, notwithstanditfg 1 stiH hope 3 -m are strictly 
firUions, yet yotv good name may be irreparably lost by I'uch open ads 
0f imprudenoe. I have no other motive but an unaiTectef vesd for yov 
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bterett and wtUut, I ibtter mynlf y«i wifl not be clhided wkk dw 
iniQr^ Imhc takoig by 

Yoor sincere friend, nnd nfibclioBan «nnL 

LETTER 85. 
The young Lady^B Antwer. 

ROirORBD KADAMy 

I received your letter, and when. I eonaider your raaiem Ibr writiagt 
I tfaanlOuIly acknowledge yna niy friend. It la tme, I have beea at 
thoae public places vou mention, along with Mr. Lovehee, but waa ig^ 
Dorant of his real character. He did make me proposals of marriaMy 
bat I told him I would do nothing without ro^ father's ooosenC Ua 
came to visit roe this morning, when ^ I told bim, that a regard Ibr arr 
rotation, obliged me never to see bim any more noreven to co r respond 
with bim bv Ictrer, and ynu may depend on my adhering to that reaohi- 
tion. In the meantime, I retnm yoo a thousand thanks Ibr yoor friead* 
ly advice. I am sensible every \'oiaig woman oqght to be earelttl of her 
rcpototioo, and constintly avoid the companv of libertines. To con- 
vince yon of my sincerity, I shall leave New- zork in about six weakly 
and wdl call and see yon after I have been at my &ther*s. 

I am, honored madam, yoor al fe ct i o p ate nieoe. 

LETTER 86. 
I\rom a SaUor at New-Tork, to Ats FIV« ^ Albmug, 

DK4R BETTT, 

We are just returned from a cmise asainst the Algerines, where wt 
have given them such a dmbhing that I believe the infidels wiU soon be 
iHad to make peace with us. We have sank two, and taken three of 

eir ve«els, wlierein is great treasure ; bat it will be sometime before 



Me receive our prize money. However, I have six months warn due* 
■nd I have sent vou an order by which you will receive it at the pay 
' oflioe. We shall sail again in a few days. Do not be uneasy Ibr me* 



my dear, as I hope the vrar will soon be over, and I shall have the 
pleasure, once mow, to see you in New-York, there to spend tha #a- 
mainder of my days. 

I am your hmag husband till < 



LETTEB 87. 

^V-OHi a yoimg' fVoman, a §ervanf m New-York, to her ParemU^ 

deeiring their eoneent to marry, 

BOIIORKD FATHER AND MOTHKR, 

I have sent this to inform ^oo, that one Mr. Blanchard, a young many 
a cabinet maker, has paid his addresses to me and now otiers me mar* 
riage ; I told him 1 would do nothing without yoor consent, and there- 
fore, have sent this by Mr. Odlio, your neighbor, who called on me, and 
will Inform you particularly of his circumstances. 
The yoong man has beoi set up in business about two years, and ia 
r regular and sober. Most peopks in the neiffhborhood eateem him, 
I is daily increasing. I think I could live extremelf 



and his 



22 Olf RELATlltNSHlP. 

happy with him, but do not choose to give liim my promise, nntii I hav# 
6r8t heard from from you ; whatever answer you send, shall be olx^ed 
by Your aflectiondte daughter. 

LETTER 88. 
Tft« P^eiUM' Answer. 

DEAR CHILD, 

We received your letter by Mr. Odlin, and tlie character he gives of 
the young man is so agreeable that we have no objection to^'oinr mar- 
rying him ; begging Uiat you will seriously consirler the duties of that 
important state befora it is too late to repent. Consider well with your- 
self, that according to your conduct to each other, you miifit be happy or 
miserable as lone as you live. There are many occurrences in life, in 
which the best of men's tempers may be ru(Hed,'on account of losses or 
disappointments ; if your husband sliould at any time be so, endeavor to 
make him as easy as possible. Be careful of every thing he commits to 
you; and never afiect to appear superior to your station ; for althoiu;h 
your circumstances may be easy, yet, whilst in trade, you will linda 
continual want of money for many dilferent purposes. It is possible 
some of your more polite neighbors may despise you for a while, out the}' 
will be forced in the end to acknowledge, that your conduct was consis- 
tent with the duties of a married state. But, above all, remember your 
duty to God, and then you itay cheerfully look for a bleBsing on your 
honest endeavor. May God direct yoa in ever^* thing for the best, is the 
sincere prayer of Your bving faUier and modier. 

LETTER 89. 

From a Father to a Daughter, in dUUke ef her HUeniione to marry 

at too early an age* 

DEAR LOCRETIA, 

I was greatly surprised at the letter you sent me last weeV.. X was 
wilting to believe I saw in you for your years, so much of your late dear 
mother's temper, prudence, and a virtuous disposition, that I refused 
several advantageous offers of changing my own condition, pureiy lor 
your sake : and will you now convince me so early that I have no return 
to expect from you, but that the moment a young felk>w throws himself 
in your way you have nothing el«e to do, but to give notice to pruviiie a 
fortune for you 1 and that jjn intrud to be of no further use and service 
to me 1 this, in plain Enffhsh, is the meaning of your notification. For I 
suppose your young man does not intend to marry you without a fortune. 
And can you then tliink, that a father has nolhuig to do, but to eonfer 
benefits on his children, without being entitled to expect any return fram 
themi 

To be sure, I had proposed at a proper time, to find a husband for 
you ; but I thought I had vet three or four years to come. For, oonskl- 
er, Lucretia, vou are not folly sixteen years of age ; and a wife, believe 
me, ought to nase some better qualifications than an agreeaUe persoa, 
to preserve a husband's eftean, though it often is enoi^ to attraet • 
fever's Dotioe. 
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Have you acpenenoe ennqgh, think yoa, dkcraMlj to eondoct tba a^ 
liunofafiunityf I thoa|htyoa at moot qpiite capable to maiiafanf 
booae; and I am mre my jodnaeDt alwaye took a biaa in toot &?or. 

Bendot, let me tell yoa, 1 have gisat ezcepoou to tne pema, aai 
think him fay no meant the man I would cfaoon for yoor hoibaad. For 
which, if It be. not too late, I will give yon good i 



^ On the whole, yop must eimect if you many without my content, to 
lira without myamittanoe. Think it not hard : your diappobtmem . 
eamiot be greater than mine, if yen will proceed. I have never oied 
vkdent meaturet with you on any occatioB, and than notonthit. Buc 
yet I eameetly hope yon will not hurry yooTMlf to dettroction, and ma 
perfaapt to the grave, by an action which a little ooniideratioo iMiy ta 
easily prevent. I am yoor afflided (ather. 

LETTER 40. 
#Vio« im elderto a yotmgtr Brother^ emOUming Um in thi eMet 

OSAIl WII.I.IAM, 

Your interest is more the object of my thoii|;fati, than you, perhap^ 
fanaffine. I feel it to be my du^ to advasa you for your good, and par^ 
tkamriy in a point that maj be so material to your whole life as that oC 
kyve. miss Folsom is amiable on many accounts ; her features are rqg* 
uhur, berwit s|Mri^htly, her deportment genteel, and her voiee, I had 
ahnost said, ravishmg. Yet oo I greatly fear, with all these endow- 
ment*, she vrill not ipake the wife you ought to wish for. Her aiiy 
fliffhts, and gay behaviour are pleasing as a partner m conversatioo ; but 
wQl they be emiallv agreeable m a partner for life t What now charms 
you, charms all others. Thocsh she is delightfol in company, are von 
satisfied she will be as agreealue when alone widi you, or when she has 
not an opportunity of iigmiqg away in company 1 She now sees nobody 
but whom she chooses to see; if she should be a wife it ismofothan 
probable that she may not like restraints; and can you approve of a 
diflbse convemtion in oiie yon desire to yourself 1 Tiiink not, brodier, 
that I have any interested motive for this advice, for I assurs you I have 
noL I am not your rival; nor do I desire the lady youseem so food of. 
As very few prudent matches are made by youqg gentlemen of your aae, 
I caution you against thinking of ayooqg woman who mav be a suitaUa 
eompenbn to a gentleman whose station and choice bad him mto much 
company and gay life; but to men whose ciroumstances reqnue a more 
retired way of life, it is obvious a woman, whose talents lie principally 
in eonversation, can never for that reason <»ly, justiQr a young gentleman 
for choosmg her for a wifo. Shut not your ears to reason, forget not 
yoorself, and be sore to remember that the pleatnre of an hour or two, 
and that of twen^r or thirty years, or a vrhoJe life, must ansa from very 
different sources. I am, dear broker, yoov, aoiC afictMmatdy. 

UBTTER 41. 

F^mnaI>m^hUrtokirJniiktr.pluaingftrkiraSiUr,wh0ktid 

mmrUd wiikaia kU eonuni. 

■OVORXD SIR, ^„, 

Thekjndmdii^swcB you haife atanqra slwwn to y—r ehiyrf. 
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me prMoine to become an advocate for my sister, thoi.gh notfer her ftnlL 
She » very sensible of that, and sorry she has ofiended yxw ; bat hw 
neat hopes that Mr. Stebbins will prove such a careful ami loving hn 
band to her, as may atone for her past wildoess, and engage vour fiir- 
giveness; for all of voor children are sensible of yoar paternal ki ndn ew , 
and that you wish their good more for their eakes than your own. 

This makes it the more wicked to offbnd so goqd a father : but, dear 
sir, be pleased to consider, that it cannot now be helped, and that siie 
may be made by your displeasure very miserable in her choiee ; ana 
that his feuhi are owing to the inconsideration of vouth : otherwise, it 
would not have been a very discreditable matcli, had it had your appro* 
bation. I could humbly liope for my poor sister's sake tliat you will be 
pleased rather to encourage his present good resolutions by vonr kind 
&vor, than to make him despair of a reconciliation, and so perhaps treat 
hor with a negligence, which hitherto she is not apprehensive of ; for he 
ii really very fond of her, and I hope will continue ao. Yet is she de- 
jected for her fault to vou, and wishes yet dreads to have your leave to 
throw herself at your feet, to beg your forgiveness and bfessing, which 
would make the poor dear offender quite happy. 

Pardon, sir, my uterposine in her (avor, m which my hasfaand ako 
joins. She is my sister. She is your dai^hter ; though due baa Ml 
done so worthily as I wish, to become that oharaicter. Be pleaaad, nfy 
to forgive her, however ; and abo forgive me, pleadin| fiur her j wka 
am Your ever dutifol daughter. 

LETTER 42. 
Tki fhiher*9 Antwer, 
DSim MAirOT, 

Yen most believe that yom* sister's unadvised marriage, wfaidi rim 
must know would be disagreeable to me, gives me no smalfoonceni ; and 
yet I will assure you that it arises more m>m mv affection for her, thaa 
any other consideration. In her education 1 took all the naiiiB and care 
my ciscumstances would admit, and oflen flattered myselr with the hopt 
that the happy fruits of it would be made to appear m her prudent oob- 
doct. What she has now done is not vicious, but indiscreet ; yon noit 
remember, that I have often declared in her hearing, that the wild aa-, 
aertion of a rake makine a good husband, was the most dangerous opm-' 
km a 3^oung woman could imbibe. 

I will not however, in pity to her, point out the many ilk I am afiraid 
will attend her rashness, because it is done, and cannot be helped ; bat 
wish she may be happier than I ever saw a woman who leaped ao fotal 
a precipice. 

Her Losband has this moi ning been with me for her fortune ; and k 
was with much decision I tou nn, that as all she could hm for was at 
my disposal, I shouM disburse it in each a manner as I tbou^t vfouU 
moat oontribnte to her advantaae; and that as he was a stranger to me« 
I should choose to know how be deserved h, before be had the power 
over what I intended for her. He bit his lip, and widi a haity Map 
was my horaUe servant* 
, TWrtkarMhgWIvfonUiiothavaherta beaHHotodat thiibehm>- 
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MNflr hi me ; for I know it will contribute to her ncWantage one way m 
other ; if ke married her for her own sake, she will find no alteration of 
behaTiourfrom this disappointinent; but if be married only for her money, 
■he will toon be |lad to nnd h in my poflseition, rather tiian hii. 

Your interpoeition in her behalf is very sisterly :^and you see I havf 
not the resentment she might expect. But I trut^ wish, that she had 
■dad with your prodenoe ; for her own sake I wiA it. 

I am your loving foiher 

LETTER 48. 

JVoai an Untie to Ms N^hew, an thepemieiou$ habU qf drinking 

toeseess. 

0£AR VEFBSW, 

When I consider your age, inexperience, and situation, and how of- 
ten yon will, unaToictably, be led into company, I think I cannot employ 
a vacant hour better, than in laying before yon a few tboiights on the 
detestable practice of drinkinff to excess ; and I enter on this business 
the more cheerfully, because I am confident you have hitherto been care- 
ful to follow my advice. 

There is no vice carries a creater shame and odium in it tlian drunk- 
nness. There is no spectaefo we behoM with greater aversion and 



contempt. It sinks a man infinitely beh>w the beasts that perish. The 
brutes are guilty of no excess : this is the prerogative ot man. Hiis 
shameful nee throws the mind into universal confusion and uproar $ lays 



the understanding and reason in Bad and deplorable ruins ; effaces every 
thing that can be called the image of God ; extinguishes reason and in- 
flames the passions ; dethrqpes the judpnent, aira exalts our worst de- 
sires in its place. The worid has not m it a more contemptible sight 
than a rational creature in this condition. A famous republic of old 
used to make their skives drunk, and expose them m that condition to 
their chiklren, that, by seeing their ridicuk>us actions, bearing tlieir ri 
diculous expressions, and beholding that depkuraUe alienation of reason 
which this vice occasions, they might be efiectually deterred frum it. 
They thought, says an useful writer, that were they to apply wholly to 
the reason of their youth, it might prove to little purpose, as the force 
of the argomems, which they now empbyed, m^ht not be sufficiently 
comprehended, or the impression might soon be e&ced : but when they 
made them frequently eve witnesses of all the madness and absurdities 
and at lenath of the perlect senselessness which the immoderate draught 
occasioned, the idea of the vile change would be so fixed in the minds 
of its beholders, as to render them utterly averse to its cause. 

And may we not justly conclude it to m from hence, that tlie ofispring 
of the persons who are accustomed thus to dijiguise themselves, oftea 
prove remarkably sober t They avoid in their riper years their parent** 
crime, from that detestation of it which they contracted in t.'eii* earlier 
mrs. As to most other vices, their debasing circumstanok's are not 
ndly known to us, till we have attained a maturity of age ; iioi can l« 
then, till they have been duly attended to. But in our ve^ childhood, ai 
••r ftnst beholding the efibcts of drunkenness, we are stricken with as 
, that a rational being should be thus cfaanysd, and be indaoM 

8 
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CO make himaelf die object of scorn and contempt. And in 
must hold the man in the utmost contempt, whom i^e hear and see in bk 
progress to excess; at first, teasing yon \rith his coateotioai> 
ness and impertinence ; mistaking your meaning and hardly knowing hig» 
own ; then faultering in iiis speech ; unable to get throng on entirt 
sentence ; bis hands trembling ; his eyes swimming ; hia iegB too feeUe 
to support him; till at lengtli you only know the human creatore by hii 
shape. 

I cannot but add, that were a person of sense to have a jnst notion of 
all the silly things he says or does, ofthe wretched appearance bemdtef 
in a drunken fit, he could not want a more powernu argument against 
repeatmg the crime. 

But as none of us are inclined to think ill of oursehes, so none of oi 
will know how far our vices expose us. Wc allow diem excuses whidi 
they meet not with'^from any but ourselves. 

This n the case"^ of all : it is particularly so with drunkards : many 
of whom their shame would undoubtedly reform, could they be broiq[ht 
to conceive how mucli tiicy do of which they oc^t be ashamed. 

fidr is it improbable that it is the very consideration, how much 
drunkenness contributes to make a man the contempt of his wife, his 
children, his servants, of all sober spectators, which hath proved the 
cause that it hath seldom been the reigning vice of an^ people possessed 
of refinement of manners. Nay, drunkenness prevails most amongst 
the savage and uncivilized, amongst those of ruder underBttindings and 
less delicacy of sentiment. Crimes, as they are in men, there mort be * 
in all nations ; but the more civilized have perceived drunkenness to be 
such an ofience against common dccen<7, such a prostitution of one's 
self to the ridicule and scoffs of die meanest, that m whatever else they 
might transgress, they would not do it in this particular; but leave a 
vice of such a degrading nature to the wild and nncolUTated, to the stn- 
pid and undistinguibhing part of mankind, to those who had no noticm 
of propriety of character, and decency of conduct. How late this Tioe 
became the reproach of our countrymen, we find in Ctoiden*s annab. 
Under the year 1581, he has this observation : *<Tbe English, who hith- 
erto had, of all the northern nations, shown themselves me least addict- 
ed to impooderate drinking, and been commended for their sobrie^, first 
learned in these wars in the Netherlands, to swaUow a lar|^ (|nanti^ 
3f intoxicating iiquor, and to destroy dieir own health by drinkii^ that 
3f others.** 

There is hardly any vice which entails more complicated miseries 
iipoB the unhappy wretch that is a slave to it, than drunk«iiiess. 
£t gradually undermines the strength and vigor both of bodjy and mind. 
We every day see the most deplorable effects of this most shameful ^1089 
in the ruined health, constitution, and fortune of vast numbera of our 
fellow creatures. How many ingenious and industrious persons has this 
rendered useless and worthless ! How many happy femilies does this 
daily reduce to indi^nce and beggary ! How miuiT innocent suffsfen 
doth it involve in its deplorable consequences ! How many have I 
known who began life creditably and reputably, widi a basis, on whieii 
through industry and virtue, to rear the structure of an an^ fortowi 
by contracting these fetal and cursed habits have ruined tbemseWM SM 
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their fiimiUes fore^ver ! For of all the vices there is none so incombls 
as this, when it is once contracted. Oilier vices leave us with age ; 
this 6xeB its roots deeper, and acquires sirer^h and firmmfls with re- 
volving years. It kindles an infernal spark which is absolutely inextin- 
^ishaolc. 

Besides, drunkennera is an inlet to nil kinds of wickedness. For, 
when a man has no reason to direct him, he is prepared for aii^ enor- 
mity. It gives every species of temptation power over us, by disqunli- 
(Ving us for consideration, and by extinguishing in us all regard to pru- 
dmce and caution. 

) It stimulates us to follow the rashest advice of our companions, be- 
ca^jse not allowing us to reason upon it, and incapacitating ns for self 
goTemroent, it of course abandons us to the guidance oT those with 
whom we are the moet pleased, of those who countenance all our ex- 



It certainly lays us open to the greatest crimes ; because when we 
are thoroughly heated by the inebriating draii^ht, we are then enamored 
f what is daring and extrava^nt, we then as[)ire to bold and desperate 
undertakings, and that which is tlie must licentious then carries with it 
ihe appearance of a great and glorious enterprise adapted to a courage- 
ous BJia intrepid mind. Hence rapes, adulteries, murders, acts of tlie 
last inhumanity and barbarity have been perpetrated : actions, for 
which,* if the very thoughts of them could have entered tlieir minds in 
their sober moments, tl^y would justly have abhorred themselves. Al- 
exander the Great, at the instigation of a drunken hark>t, issued from 
his cope, with torches, and burnt Persepolis, tlie metropolis of the Per- 
sian empire, one of the most stately cities in the wliole world. 

The most fatal mischief, from which one branch of the medical pro- 
fession derives its principal suppoit, very frequently results from a state 
of intoxication. Young persons, when inflamed with wine, hesitate 
not to throw themselves, in this state of inebriety, into the arms of the 
very fewest class of prostitutes, with whom all great cities swarm in the 
midnight boure— creatures covered %vith filth, itoh, and rags, putrid with 
disease, and devoured with vermin, whom in their senses and sober 
hours they would have regarded with the utmost detestation and horror 

I am your affectionate uncle. 

LETTER 44. 
From a younger to an older Brother, 

BX4R BROTHBR, 

Beside the inclination that I have to vnrite to yon oonoeming every 
dttOK that happens to me here, I find it is a duty. My mother tells me, 
tfaatoaving now no father, I am to kx^ upon you as one ; I do not know 
whether it will be to my advantage or not ; but of this I am sure, that 
I shall find in you all tm indulgence, and none of the severity. 

My mother gave me her commands, when she parted from me, that I 
■faould consider you in this doable light ; she bade me not lose that re- 
spect which was doe to your years, and moie due to the care which she 
oad detyrad yoo to take of me, in that fiimiliarity we used to live to- 
fUhcr o MqauBtanoe ; I am sure I shall obey b«r Yoo may renMni« 
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fcer that she followed me to the stage, but you cannot knoir the revsoR | 
1 fliq>pose aflfection did not want its part, but tliere was something bo- 
lide i she took that opportuniiy of giving me tliis command, being wil- 
Uiw to say these things rather before strangers than yourself. 

I hope I have not, brother, been bred up with so good a person at ' 
von, to be isnorant of that respect which is due to a parent. 1 ahoald 
have obeyea the command liad it been delivered in any manner, but I 
could see her hold up her handkercliief many times when slie spoke to 
Hie. O brother, every tear she shed has cost me a thousand ! but do nol 
speak of it to give her uneasiness ; I only name it to yon to show how 
seriously I received her instructions ; he tl'iat can disregard a parefit's 
command, deserves nothing of that length of life which is promised to 
ine obedient ; brt if there be any who can slight a mother's tears, the 
world ought to disown him. 

I do assure you, I am resolved to obey her perfectlv ; and I give y«r* 
tliis account as an engagement to that ob^klicnce ; perhaps you will say, 
it is a first fruit of it ; but, however that be, you have it to reproach me 
withal, if ever I forget to obey yon as a father, while I love you as a 
brother 

I am, with the most true aflection and respect. 

Your obedient brother. 

LETTER 45 

Prom a MerdunU^a IVidovo to a Lady, a dutant relation^ in^bO' 

half of her two Orphana, 

MADAM, 

Wlien you look at the subscription of tliis letter, I doubt not of yomr 
oeing much surprised with its contents ; but it is more on account of 
your amiable character, than that I have the honor of being yonr rela- 
tion, that I have presumed tu trouble you with this. 

My late husband, whom you know was reputed to be in affluent cir* 
cuuutances, has been dead about six monilis ; liis whole accounts have 
been settled with his creditors ; and becaiu« of many lu8sps and bad 
debts, tliere is not above one thousand dollars left for myself; I have a 
son just turned of fourteen, whom I want to bind apprentice to a repo* 
table trade; and a daughter near seventeen, whose education has ren- 
dered her incapable of acting as a menial servant, but who would wil- 
lingly be the companion uf »nine young lady, where she might be traat- 
e<l with familiarity and tenderness. In circumstances so distressing, I 
have presumed to address myself to you ; your long acquaintance with 
the world will enable you to dii^ct me how to proceed, and I doubt aot 
but your unbounded generosity will induce yon to oompl^ with a nqpntf 
dictated by the severity of affliction. 

I am, with respect, your humbla nrvmU 

LETTER 40. 
The Ladff*$ Anawer, 

MADAM, 

I know not whether I am more aflfeeted with the modeat rcipiiiii 
lion ai your affliction, or pleased that I have It m my power to aoMl 
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foa. You lee, madam, that all human expectations are vaic« and often 
attended with deception. When we think our circumstances are indn- 
fiendent, there is gejerally some latent miscliief hidden under the spn- 
sious appearance ; and this should teach us continually to look to tnat 
Providence which superintends the affairs of this lower world, and orders 
%U for the good of its creature*. With respect to vour two children, I 
lare propMed the following scheme for their benent. 

Let the boy think of some trade, to which his uidinations lead 
•?iB, and I will provide him witli every necessary during his apprentice- 
ibip ; and at tlie expiration of that term, if his behaviour is agreeable, 
•dvanoe something to set him up in business. As for tfie g^l, Kt her be 
lent immediately to my house, where slie shall be brought up along with 
ay ^nghters, and ever^ thing in my power done to serve her. 

I expect, that from time to time, you will communicate to me an ao* 
count of your circumstances, that I may be happy in alleviating every 
cafaunity. I am, &o 

LETTER 47. 
Drom an if.dulgent Father to a prqfUgaie San, 

«T SON, 

Your continued ill courses oblige me to write thb letter to yoa. I flat- 
tered myself that your solemn promise of amendment might have bem 
better depended on : but I see, to my great mortification, that all I have 
done for ^ou, and sll I have said to you, are thrown awav* Perhaps 
tliis remaining with you, if }ou will now and then seriousUr peruse it, 
may, in some happy moment, give vou reflection, and, by ucd's ^raoe, 
bring on yonr repentance and amendment. Consider then, I beseech yoa, 
in time, tne evil of yoiur vrays, that your present oouraes must impair a 
|ood constitution, destroy your healui, and undoubtedly shorten joar life* 
No family, which values tlieir own honor and the welfare of theur cniM, 
will sufier your addresses to a daughter worthy of being sought after lor 
a wife, should you incline to marry. ^ In that case the worst of the sex 
only will accept of you as a companion for life, which will make yoa 
completely miserable, wlien you had it in your power to be as hapmr. 
As to anotlier world, beyond this transitory one, my heart tremblei lor 
what most probably will be the consequence to your poor soul; for tha 
human mind is seldom at a stop. 

Do not, my dear son, let your poor mother and I have the mortiflca- 
lion to tliink, that we have been the unhappy means of giving life to a 
-child of perdition instead of glory ; oonsider, my dear son, we do not 
want any thing of you but your own good. Let us but have reason to 
hope, that when we are dead and gone, you will support our name with 
credit, and be no burden to your poor sisters, nor di^;raoo to our mem* 
ories. Let tliem think of you as a protector in my stead, rather than at 
an ungrateful spoiler amongst them. My dear son, I coniure you by our 
hopes and fears from infancy to manhood, to think of all thc»e things | 
reflect on the instability of all worldly enjoyments. Your good mother, 
who mingles her tears so often with mine, to deplore the sad prospoot 
four ill courses give us, joins also her prayers to mine that this my hm 
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effort may be attended with success, and that yoa will at bat liaiai ta 

the advice of Yonr indulgeut and afflicted father. 

LETTER 48. 

fiSrom a Daughter to a Father, wherein ehe dui^fkUy expo9titht€$ 
against a match he had proposed to her, with a Oentlenum muek 
older tJtan hereelf, 

flONORED SIR, 

Though your injunctions should prove diametrically oppoaite to my 
own secret inclinations, yet I am not insensible that tlie doty which I 
owe you binds me to comply with them. Besides, I should be very mi- 
grateful, should I presume, in any point whatever, consideriqg' your 
numberless acts of parental indulgence towards me, to contest your will 
and pleasure. Though the consequences thereof should prove ever ao 
fatal, I am determined to be all obedience, in case what J havie to otSar 
in my own defence should have no influence over you, or be tliov^t an 
insuiiicient plea for my aversion to a match, which, unhappily for me, 
you seem to approve of. It is very possible, sir, the gentieinan yon re- 
com.nend to m^^ . choice, may be possessed of that subatanoe, and all 
those good qualities, that bias yen so strongly in his favor ; but be not 
<^ng>*^> dear sir, when I remind you that there is a vast dinnropor- 
tion m our years. A lady of more experience and of a more advanced 
age, would, in my humble opinion, be a more fit helpmate lor him. To 
be ingenuous (pennit roe, good sir, to speak the sentiments of my heart 
without reserve for once) a man, almost in b a grand climacterick, can 
never be an agreeable companion for me : nor can the mtural gaiety of 
my temper, which has hitlierto been indulged byvourself in every inno- 
cent amusement, be over agreeable to him. Tnoii^h his (bndneaa at 
first may connive at tlie iiule freedoms I shall be apt to take, yet aaaooa 
as the ^ge of his appetite shall be abated, he will grow jealous, and 
forever torment me without a cause. I shall be debarfed of every di- 
version suitable to my years, though ever ao harmless and inoffensive ; 
permitted to see no company ; hurried down perhaps to some melancholy 
rural recess ; and there, like my kidy Grace m the play, sit pensive and 
alone under a green tree. Your long experienced goodness, and that 
tender regard which you have always expressed for my ease and satia- 
faction, eucourage me tlins freely to expostulate with you on an affah 
of so great importance. If, however, after all, you should judge the 
inequality of our age an insufficient plea in my favor, and that want of 
aiVection for a husband is but a trifle, where there is a large fortune -and 
■ coach and six to tlirow into the scale ; if, in sliort you lay your pe« 
remptorr commands upon mc to resia;n up all my real happiness and 
peace or mind for the vanily of living iii pomp and grandeur, I am rea^ 
dv to submit to your superior judgment. Give me leave, however, to 
oiiserve, tliat it is im^KMsible for me ever to love the man into whoaa 
arms I am to be thrown, and that my compliance with so detested a 
onipositiun is nothing more than the result of the most inviolabje duty 
10 a father, who never made tlie least attempt before to thwart the m 
ollnations of His ever obedient dii^hter 
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LETTER 49. 
' Mtb, Rowi* to her Mother, on the approach qf her own deaUL 

HADAM , 

I am now taking a 6ttal adieo of tbii world,* in certain hope of meetiig 

rm in the nexL 1 carry to my grave my auction and gratitiide to Toa. 
leave yon with the sjncerest. concern for vonr own happineM, and tha 
welfare of yoar fiunily. May my prayen be answered when I am ila^p* 
ing in the dost. May the angels of God conduct you in tha paths of 
immortal pleasmv. • 

I woald collect the powers -of my sool, and ask Iblrssings for ymi with 
ilie holy violence of prayer. God Almighty, the God of your picas an* 
teuton, who has been your dwelling place for many generations, blest 
voa. It ia hot a short ftoo I have to measore ; my shadows are 
wngthening, and my sun oeclining : that goodness which has hitherto 
coiraacted roe, will not fail me in the concluding act of lila : that name 
which 1 have made my gbry and my boast* sludl than be my strength 
and my salvation. 

To meet death with becoming fortitude is a part above the nowers of 
nature, and which I can perform by no power or holiness or my own ; 
for, O ! in my best state I am altogether vanity — a wretcfaady nelpless 
sinner ; but m the merits and perfect righteousness of God my SavKMiTa 
I hope to appear ^istified, at toe supreme tribunaly where I most short* 
ly stand to be judged. 

[N. B. This letter was not to be sent to her mother tin she was dead.] 

LETTER 50. 

The Earl 1^ Staffbrd to hie Son^futt btfore hU Lordehi^e eaftm- 

turn. 

MT DXAREST WM.L, 

These are the last lines that you are to receive firom a fiither that ten- 
derly loves you. I wuh there were greater leisure to im|Mrt my mind 
to jou ; but our merciful God will supply all thines fay his grace, and 

I ; to whose ii ' * 



will guide and protect you in all your ways ; to whose infinite i 

I bequeath you : and therefore be not discouraged, but serve um, and 
tnist in him, and lie will preserve you in all things. Be sure yon give 
all respect to my wife, who hath ever had a great love unto you, and 
thcrefoie it will oe well becoming you. Never be wanting in your feve 
and care to your sisters, but let them ever be most dear unto von ; for 
this will give others cause to esteem and respect you for it, ana is a du- 
ty yon owe them in the memory of your excellent mother and myself: 
tlierefore your cara and uflection to them must be the very same that you 
are to have of yourself; and also the like regard must you have to your 
youngest sister, for indeed yon owe it to her also, both for her fiit&r*s 
and mother's sake. Sweet Will, be careful to take the advice of those 
friends, who are, by me, debired to advise yon fer your education. 

» She was a woman of exemfilary piety, and authoress of several 
raluable works. She was bom in England, in the year 1674, and dl 
ed 1737. 
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Ser?e God diligently, morning and erening, and recommeiid voareelf 
unto bim, and nave him before your eyes in all your waya. Widi pa* 
tienco hear the instruction of thoae friends I leave with you, and dili- 
gently follow their counsel. For, till you come by time to have experi- 
ence m the world, it will be far more safe to trust to their judgment than 
your own. Lose not the time of your youth, but gather those seeds of 
virtue and knowledge whidi may oe of use to yourself, and comfort to 
your friends for the rest of your life. And that this may be the better 
effected, attend thereunto with patience, and be sure to correct and re- 
strain Yourself from anger. Suffer not sorrow to cast you down ; but 
with cneerfulness and good courage go on the race you have to run in 
all sobriety and truth. Be sure, with an hallowed care, to have respect 
to all the commandments of God, allowing not yourself to neglect them 
in the least thing, lest by degrees you come to forget them in the great- 
est ; for the heart of man is deceitful above all things. And in all your 
duties and devotions towards God, rather perform them joyfully than 
pensively ; for God loves a cheerful giver. For your religion, let it be 
directed according to that which shall be taught by those who are in 
God's church, the proper teachers thereof, rawer than that you either 
foncy one to yourself, or be led by men that are singular in their own 
<^inion, and delight to go* in ways of their own finding out : for you wiD 
certainly find soberness and trutn in the one, and much vanity and un- 
steadiness in the other. The king, I trust, will deal graciously with 
jrou ; restore you those honors and that fortune which a distempered 
time hath deprived you of, together with the life of your fiither ; which 
I rather advise might be a new gift and creation from himself than by 
other means, to the end you may pay the thanks to him, without having 
obligations to any other. Be awre to avoid, as much as you can, to in- 
quire after those who have been sharp in their judgments towards bw, 
and I charge you never to suffer a thought of revenge to entor your heart, 
but be carefol to be informed who were my friends in this prosecution, 
and to them apply yourself to make them your friends also, and on such 
you may rely, rnd bestow much of your conversation amongst them. 
And God Almighty, of his infinite goodness, bless you and your chil- 
dren's children, and his some goodness bless your sisters in like manner ; 
perfect you in every good work, and give you a right undervitandinj^ in all 
things. Your most loving atoer. 

LETTER 51. 

F)rom one Coutin to another on making and breaking PromUee. 
DEAR cousiir, 

I have more than once remarked how very prone you are to make 
promises ; but I seldom or ever knew you to fulfil one. This, I must 
confess, has very much hurt your character ; seme people have in con- 
sequence called you a liar ; others, more mild, a fool ; instead of mak- 
ing friends by it you have Certainly lost many. As you subject yourself 
to DO frequently teased and insulted, by this foolish custom, T v^ooder 
you do not drop it. Were I to repeat my visiu every day till you fid- 
fiOed all the promises you made me since last week, I fear 1 should soon 
beooiPe trouUesoine and disagreeable ; and I assure you, if you do not 
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drop tbb node of pfoniiii^, witlKMit asjr _,^ ^ _ , . 

riiallgiTe yoa up aa oae on whom ei?ility ii throwa «w«t, nd im( •» 
ly that, but I shall penoade your other aoquaiotanoe to follow my 9K> 
amply. 

A very little reflection and aineeritjr will enable yoa to fiilfil all that 
you pcomiae, by takiiur care to promue no more than yon bmbb to pei^ 
nrm. By a itriet acberence to which yoa may ^ retrieve yoor char* 
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LETTERS ON BUSINESS. 



LETTER 68. 

J^^rom • ffoimg Man in fAe cmattry, toa MtrckmU in NiMh'TfH^ 

offering eorrttpmidtnct* 

My appreatioeflbip with Mr. Wiboa being expired, dnriag wUrii I 
had proo& ^ytut integrity in all your deatinge witfi my worthy maeWX 
BRy parents have given me two hmdred pounds to begin die wond» vrUefi 
you know is not suffieient to carry on trade to any advantm ; that I 
may be aUe to sell my goods as cheap as possible, I woolachoofa Id 
have them (rom the first nand, and likewise the usual time of credit. If 
it ifl agreeable to you, I hereby ofS&r you my correepondencey not doidil> 
ing but you will use me as well as you did Mr. Wilson, and yoo WK§ 
dmod on my ponctnality with respect to pajments. 

My late master has no 6t>jection to my setting up, as it^will not ba hi 
the least jarejudicial to his business. I shall dq)eQd on yiwr landiiigaM 
itefidlowing order as soon and as cheap as possible, midma, fir, 

Yoor bomlile f ~ 



LETTER Sa.^ 
The Mtr€hmU*9 Jammer* 

lUt, 

Yours I rsoeived, and am eatremely glid U> hear thai year l 
iBve enabled yoo to open a store for ^^rself. Your behavkmr to mar 
ate master was such that it cannot fiul of procuring you many ^ 

ea. IhaveseatyouthegoodsbythesbopPoUy, of PooahkMr^ » 
waive parcels, marked XI : and I doubt not but you wiO be poa 
lyonrreiim, which will always enable metoaarvem ole^ 
aftfble. and with die best (Mdfwfaieh lean psoenra. thaartitri 
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foamoem in boiuMff, and doiibt not bat ^ well know diat hoBail| 
Md aaridoity are the most likely means to inanre it, and am 

Your obTiged f * 



LETTER 54. 
IVom a young Man whote Matter had kUtlif dud 
tin, 

I doubt not bat you have heard of my late worthy employer's death 
I have served him as an apprentice and journeyman above twehre yeara^ 
and as the widow does not choose to carry on the business, I have taken 
the store and stock in trade, and shall be glad to deal with you in the 
same manner he did. I have sent the inclosed order for the payment 
of such bills as are due, and you may depend on punctualitv with respect 
to the remainder, for which purpose let them be entered as my debt 
Please to send the mclosed order, and let the goods be the best yoa have^ 
which will oblige Your humble servant. 

LETTER W. 
Tht Antwsr 

SIR, 

Yours I reeeived, and. am extremely sorry to hear of the deadi of my 
good friend your late master ; but at the same time, pleased to find that 
his business has fallen into such good hands as yours. Yoa havie dooUa 
advantage over a stranger, as you are well aocpiainted both with yoor 
late master's trade and customers, which by his dealings with me ap- 
pears to be very extensive. I have sent voor order in ten boles, mark<> 
ed O P, by the Jane, of Saggharbor, John Thompson master, and yo« 
win find them as good and cheap as any that are to be bad in New« 
York. I heartily tltank you for your ofilered correspondence, and shall 
«n all occasions use you with honor. I wish you all manner of soocess, 
and am Your obliged servant. 

LETTER 66. 
To a Corre$pondint, rebutting tht payment qf a turn of money 

IIB, 

. ^thovigh the baUince of the account between us has been sunding m 
my &vor, vet I would upt have applied to vou at present, had not a very 
onexpectea demand been made upon me (or a very considei'able som, 
which, withouryonr assbtanoe, is not in my power to answer. y^Them 
I have an opportunity of seeing you I shall mform you of the nature of. 
this demand, and the necessity of my discharging it. I hope yon wiD 
excuse me this freedom, which nothbff but a regard to my credit and 
fimily could oblige me to take. If it cbes not suit you to remit tfai 

Miole, part will be thankfully received by Your humble aervant 

LETTER 57. 
^nstosr 

SIR, 

I have just received yourv, and am sorry to hear of yoor aflllctioa 
That the aoeount between us was not aoonar settled, was owi^ to 'A 
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fiulnra ofaiT two prinodpAl deUon. I have Jnt reQebvdareautttaM 
from New-BruiMwick, and am greatly dkeased that it is m my powor to 
anawar the whole of yow demand. The balance between us ia two 
thoosand dcUan, for which I have aent an order on Mr. Caih the bank, 
er. I hope yoo will aurmoont thii and ererv other difficulty, and am 

Vonr f inoere well wither. 

I-ETTER 68. 

Urom a Merehanfjat St. Thovuu^ to a Brother in NeWfYark, ib- 

tiring him to $eU $ome goods, andpurcUut others, 

SIR, 

Aocordinff to the agreement wttled between at when I left Ameriea* 
I have sent oy the Trident, Captain Johnson, twehre bags Of ffreen cof- 
lee, marked A Z, desiring you to dispose of them to the best advantase ; 
they are warranted good, as I examined every parcel separately, before 
they were sent on board. You will receive an inclosed order for seve- 
ral articles of American produce, to be sent by the first ship sailing for 
this port. Let them be as good and cheap as you can possibly procure, 
as tliey are much wanted at present. 1 am, sir, 9fC, 

LETTER 09. 
3%e ^niiocr. 

•IK, 

Yours I received, and the twelve bags marked A Z were delivered at 
the custom house. I immediatelv advertised them mr sale in twelva 
different lots, but they were all purdiased by a merchant here, tha 
amount for which I have lodged in the bank in your nmw. I hava 
likewise shipped on board the Despatch, Captain Hervey, the different 
articles whicli yon ordered. Tliey are m twentv bales marked B M. I 
am told they are the best that can be had on the continent, and doubt 
not of their giving satisfaction. I am, air, fto. 

LETTER 00. 
An urgent demand cf pmymmL 

CIPT. POOR, 

The exigence of my aflairs compels me thus importnaata^y mit pe- 
remptorily, to write to you. Can you think it pussiDle to carry oa dim* 
aeas in tlie manner you act by me f You know wliat promises yon haw 
made, and how, from time to time, yoo have broken them. Can 1 
therefore depeoil upon any new ones you make 1 If yoo use othara ai ^ 
you dc me, how can you Uiink of carrying on business 1 if you do not, * 
what must I think of the man who deals worse by me than ne does by 
o.hers1 If you think that vou can trespass more upon me than yon can 
on (^rs, that is a very baJ coUfiliment on my nrudeaoe, or ^ow owb 

ratitnde ; for surely good us«igc should be enui^ed to the same in retnm. 
know liow to allow for disappointments as well as any man ; but can 
a man be disappointed for ever 1 1 rade is so dependant a thing, that 
k cannot be carried on without mutual punctuality. I>oes not the umt. 
chant expect it of me, for these'very gowk 1 sendyou T And caa I m 
a •«tnm to him without receiving tt nroro you Y What end can it «. 
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iwtr to giv* Tnu two yean credit, and then be at an meercaintjr, lor 
goods which 1 sell at a amall profit, and have only six months erecnt for 
myself 1 Indeed* sir, this wUl never do. I must be more puBctnally 
used by you, or else must deal as little punctually with others ; and then 
what must be the consequence 1 In short, sir, I expect a handsome 
payment by the next return, and security for the remainder; aa I am 
very loath to take any harsh measures to procure justice to myself* my 
fimiily, and creditors. For I am, if it be not your own fiiulty 

Your faithful friend and servaaL 

LETTER 6L 

The Afuwer, 
lilt, 

I acknowledge with gratitude die lenity you have always shown, a jd 
my being obliged to disappoint you so o/ten has given me much nneasi 
ness. I do assure >'ou, sir, that I am not so ungrateful as my conduct 
has given you reason to believe. From tlie state of my accounts yon wiD 
find that the greatest part of my property is in the hands of counuy 
dealers, who, although they seldom fail, yet their times of payment are 
very precarious and uncertain. However, to conviace you of my integ- 
rity, I have sent by this day's poet an order for 250 dolUrs,and next 
week you shall receive one much larger. The remainder shall be sent 
in a very short time. I am determined, for the future, to make the roles 
laid down in your excellent letter, a guide in my dealings with those 
people, whose dilatoriness in making good their payments to me, oblig* 
ed me to disappoint you ; and to convince yon further of my intttriw, 
the ffoods which I order until the old aceoimt is paid off, shall be for 
ready money. I doubt not but you will continue to treat me with tha 
same good usage as formerly, and believe me unfeignedly. 

Your obliged bundle senvU. 

LETTER 62. 

F)rom a yoimg Man in tradet to a JVholetale Dttuety who had 
iuddenly made a demand on him, 
iiK, 

Your demand coming very nnexpectedl^r, I must confess I am not pi^ 
pared to answer it. iknow the stated credit in this artide used to bt 
only fotn: months ; as it has been always a custom to allow two months 
more, I did not think you would liave sent for it till tlmt time, and con- 
sequently trusted to a practice so long eeublished in trade. Sir, I heg 
yon will not suppose it is any deficiency which hinders me from comp^- 
mg with your request, nor shall I ask any more than is usual. If yog 
will be pleased to let your clerk call this day three weeks for tha out 
half of the sum, it dmll be ready, and the remainder in a fortnight afr 
ter. In the mean time I hee that you will not let any word slip coi^ 
earning this, as very little wul hurt a young beginner. Sir, yon m»j 
take my word with the greatest safety, that I will pay yon as I hav« 
promised ; and if you have any reason to demand the money 8oaiMr| bt 
pleased to let me know, that it I have it not I may borrow it ; for if I 
have loat credit with you, I hope T have not done so with all the world. 

1 am, sir, your humble servam. 
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dee wherein I can Berre yoa. But, lest you think me itriclly forma}* I 
have hereby given yoa leave to draw on roe to the amount of two him* 
dred dollari, or for any lesi sum, to be paid as Is most suitable to your 
circumstances. ^ I am, sir, your sincere frienSL 

LETTER 66. 
FirawLa Tradnman to a Chutomer, demanding paymnU €f wumejf, 

tIR, 

Your bill for goods supplied last vear has now been delivered upwardi 
of three months, and I have waitea on yon several times to solicit pay- 
ment, but have not been so fortunate as to find you at home. I have a 
very large sum to make up in the course of a week, ^oA shall esteem it 
a particular favor if you can let me have the amount of my bill delivered 
within that time. I trust you will excuse the liber^ I take h writing 
fio yoa on this subject, and believe me, sir. 

Your obedient, humble servant. 

LETTER 67. 
Amwer to the preceding, 

flB, 

1 am sorry yon have had the trouble of calling so often ibr your mon 
fl^, and sr'A more that it is not in my power to pay your bill within dw 
tmie you mention. I am at present very short of otth, and shall be so 
fer six weeks; at the end of that time I wiU settle with yon. 

I am, sir, your huinble servant 

LETTER 68. 
J%e TVadeeman'e Reply, 

SIR, 

I should be sorry to appear troublesome to any customer ; but you vhm 
are not m any business, may not probably know ho\y sub^t tradesmen 
are to large demands for cash, and how much an omission of payment 
may injure them in the world. The credit on your bill already exceeds 
by some months what it usual in trade to give, and what I give* my cus- 
tomers in general ; I hope therefore you wiU not take it amiss, that I 
have drawn on yort* at six weeks for the amotmt of my demand ; and 
have sent the bill by my clerk for your acceptance, not doubting that il 
will be duly honornl, and that you will excuse this liberty from 
\ ' Your most obedient humble servant. 

LETTER 69, ^ 

Frsma Tradesnum vnahle to honor his Acceptcnce,to aMerehmii 

DKAR SIR, 

It gives me the sreatest pain to be under die necessity of writing to 
fou on the subject I am now about to do. but I tliink it l^ttpr to apprise 
you of the circumstance beforehand, than to pemiii « o^U «viih your 
name on it to be dishonored without your knowledge. Ttw faiktre of 
tf r. C. who u my debtor to a considerable ammmi, mui Ircni wliom I 
was in daily expectation of payment, lias strained me fwi ca«li «u muck 
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that 1 can •nlv raise thirty doUan toward* dM amomit of the bill for 
Ikinely-scveii dollare, which I accepted in your fitvor, and which will be^ 
oome doe the dav after to-morrow. 

If you would have the kindnow, if the bill reouuna m yoor handf» lo 
receive that ram in part, and my acceptance at two months for the re* 
maindcr, I will take care it Bhall be duly attended to ; or if the bill !■ 
out of your hands, if you would favor me with cash to lupply the de- 
ficiency, I will give you the like bill and aHow yon diseomK wnh plns- 
nre. I am Riven to understand there will be a ooosiderabfe dividend of 
Mr. C's eflms : if an assignment of my claim ea him wonIB be WBf 
satisfaction to you, as a collateral security, I am wiliiqg to make it, or 
to do any thing else in my power to convince yon that I mean to aoC 
aonestlv. I am, dear sir, your moat obligad hmplie eervut. 

LETTER 70. 

Drom a Merchant to a Tradetnum, demandrng «Mmif , and ex- 

jrv ea^mg diM^n^oboHon of kit proetidtiigM, 

•IR, 

Inclosed is your account, and I am aorry the itatemeot of your mode 
of livioff which has been reported to me, is nch, that I mvst in joscioe 
to myaelr, demand an imroodiato payment of the bahuee. It is not oqr 
duposition to act unkindly, or to diatrem anr one ; bat when I eee peo- 
ple with my property in their handi, sqaaBaeriar ewigr their wlntowie 
in wanton extravasance, it bccomee neoemary for me to ese a fittle to 
myafiairs. Sir, I am informod you keep a hone and chaise, luad cosb- 
try k)4gings; that you belong to chiba, and area bock of &shiop,aFree 
and Easy, and I know not what else : in a word, that batioeH it but r ' 
aecondary concern with you; nay, what is worse, I have heard ithinted 
that you game. I began the world, sir, with a greater capital than you, 
and with as good a connexion, in cheaper times, but I never kept anorae 
till I was unable to walk, and otlier men no richer than BrraeK^ kept 
their coach; as to tlie sin and folly of wasting my tiine in debanchenr 
and gaming, I was above it ; for whatever yon may think, a man is mn^ 
more creditably employed in hid business than in sotting amongst mim- 
ics or stage placers, or wasting money not his own amo^g diaipen* ^ 

Sir, ^'ou having married my kinswoman wifl not prolict yoa against 
my taking the necessary steps to recover my money S were yoo iny own 
son I would not act otlierwise, and am very sorry to nave roasoo to cease 
subscribing myself Tour smcere irien4i 

LETTER 71. 
The Afuwer. 

VKAH SIR, 

For so I will persevere to call yon, notwithstanding the nttkindnessof 
your last : you have lived long enough in the' world to know, that whea 
a man is foitunato, in any respect, Uiere are envious |»ersons to do him 
an injury; I considctcd myself hapf)y in the possession of your good 
opintun, and huve found an enemy to supplant me. ^ I will answer ths 
charges \ou bring againrt me one by one, and yoCi will see at once ho* 
Uftlc iluy uie foum!^ in truth. 
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Ai 10 m^kaepvig a hone and chaise, I have not rode m obp, exoe|i» 
pon^ theie thres yean, only oaoe on this oocasion : B who owed me % 
ireat deal of money, was abeconding near the sea coast; I learnt where 
be was, and havinf got a writ out against him, went down to the plaoe 
with my attorney, timt it m^t be proporly executed, and the chaise was 
his, so I only paid for the hire of tne liofse, which was, on the whole,a 
savnig to ne. 

Hm state of WBj pooit wife's health is socfa as to reqnire conatry air, 
and I have takea a lodging for her near K. but this is so small an ea* 
pense, I am persaaded, were yon the most siserable economist in the 
worid instead of a UbcMral minded man, yon would think soch a trifle 
OKht not to be spared to preserve your cousin's health, and perhaps lile. 

As to chibs, I Belong to none, except the lodge of Free-Masons, to 
which you yourself introduced me, and you, who know all the memben, 
ean joc^ whether they are proper company or not ; and with respect 
to gaming, I can declare I never played at any game of chance in niy 
life, except whist, and not that for more than a shilling a point. 

But let assertion go for nothing between ua, and fhcts speak for them- 
selves. If you vrill favor me by eating a bit of dinner at ray house to* 
nmrrow, we will go over my books together, and you will see by the 
regularity and general state of them, bow I attend to business ; and as 
it will be Saturdav, on which day I generally go to K. if you will have 
the goodness to take your tea tbe»>, you will see what sumptaous coun- 
Iryfodgini^Ihavegot. r^^. 

If yon insist oo instant payment of the balance of yoor accoaat, I 
Most arrange matten acoordmgly ; but though it will ^ut me tosome ia> 
eonvenleuoe, it will not efface the memory of past kindness, nor pni> 
Vem my acknowledging myself 

Your much obliged friend, and humble i 



LETTER 72. 

To a PO'BOH who toonte to borrow money of .another, unthout onf 

eiaim but atturance. 

While I was oat of town 7 find you did roe the faror of inquiring two 
or three times for me ; and a Jons my lettera I found one from you, de* 
siring the loan of dfiy dollars. You must cerlainlv have mistaken ma 
or yourself very much, to think wo were enough known to each odicr 
for Ajch a transaction. I was twice in your company ; I was delighted 
witlrvotir conversation, and you i>eemed as much pleased with mine. 
Should I answer the demands of every new acquaintance, I should soon 
vrant power to oblige my old friendn, and even to serve myc«lf. Surely, 
sir, a gentleman of your merit cannot be eo little l)elovcd as to be forced 
to seek new acquaintance, and to have no better friend tlian one of yes- 
terday. Be this as it may, it does not at all suit my convenience to 
comply with your request, iaind therefore I mw * beg you to excuse 

• Yours, &C. 

LETTER 72. 
Refusal to lend money, 
tlR, 

I am exreedinfflv sorrv that yoor reqiie»t comes to m» at a time whea 
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1 am 00 preaml b]^ my o\ to aififiin that I oimioc, wMi any o«if«iiieiiee» 
iiomply with it. On any futmv opportonity, when I hate noiMy t» 
■pare, I shall be rearly to oblige yott. I hope, sir, voo wHI * 
excuse Your mast baaible i 

LETTER 78. 

Compliance to lend money. 

SIR, 

I consider myself rotirh obli|^ in the reqMcst yoa make me. 1 moH 
cheerfully comply with it, nnd incloee a note for the reqneMed som pay^ 
aUc at s^ht ; and am not a little glad it is in my power to show yoa 
how moch I am, mr. Your fiiithfiil fnood and serraaM. 

LETTER 74. 

From a fottng Tradeeman in dittreseed ctr q im fftmg e i, §o mtotker 

of age and experience, 

DKAR FRIEND, 

Your knowledge of the workl, joined to yoor goodaesi of keert, aad 
adf>meil with the roost exalte<l piety, eocoorages me to seek Tonr advice 
in a case of real ditttrres. You know I have qot been full five vears kl 
business, and ahhcugh tlte beginning promised fiiir, yet, ahM ! I Im/e 
been decn^ved. So does the sun.shine upon as in tke moraing, we take 
cur pleasure in the fields f<ir a few hoon*, wn are overtakes bj a suddea 
storm, and the day cnncluiles in thunder and K^ttaing. 

To speak in plain words, the nmny failures which have taken plaet 
in the commercial world have brought roe to the brink of temporal mis- 
ery : two thirds of my property has been fraudufently taken from me, 
nnd I see no prospect before me besides a prison or the insolvent hiw : 
the former is dreadful, the hitter is disgraceful. Under such unhappy 
circunuetances, liow shall 1 act 1 I liave not been indolent or extrava* 
gant, bo^hy an.ill-tiaied and ill-placed confidence, I have been injured. 

A good diaracter is what I strifve to preserve ; a good conscience it 
what 1 still enjoy : bat tlte worl<l is often deaf to our pretensions to in* 
tpgriry. Nu sooner are we fallen than we are trodden under foot ; oar 
nrisfoitunes are considered as crimes; we are de8|)ised by somcj^ hated by 
others, pitied lu' few. Ah ! sir, when sliall %ve team to do as we viroulu' 
be done hvl Wlien eh.nll we love our neighliors as oorselvcs ^ It is a 
great mififtirtune in trade, that every failure is considered as ertminal, 
although the person accufied is often innocent. I know yon have abili- 
ties to give roe advice. 1 know you have a tender, oovnpasnonate heart, 
and your charity.will shine with a distinguished itMrtre, if displaj'ed cm 
the present melancholy occasion ; an«l by you." arlvicc perhaps my niia 
mav l)e prevented. 1 have sent this by my poor afflicted wife, and wiD 
wait on you as soon as 1 receive your orders fur that purpose. In the 
mean time, 1 am your sincere, tloogh afflicted friend. 

LErrER 75. 
Prom a Tenant to a landlord, exateing delay of payment. 
iiR, V 

I ha%-r lieen your •enant abi>ve ten yeara n the ho«e where I nam 
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life, and you know that I have never failed to pajr my rent qoarterly, 
when due. At present I am extremely aorry to inform yoa, that from a 
varietv of kmes and diaappomtmentA, I am under the neoearity of be^ 
ging that you will indulge me one quarter longer. By that time I hopr 
to have it in my power to answer your Just demandi and the favor b-faall 
be ever gratefully acknowledged by Your obedient humble servant. 

LETTER 76. 
The Answer. 

SIR, 

It was never my ]iir.ention to oppress you. I have had long trial of 
your honesty, and therefore you may rest perfectly satisfied oonceming 
^r present request. ^ No demand shall be made upon you for rent un> 
til it suits you to pay it ; for I am well convinced you will not keep ft 
from me any longer. I am yours sincerely. 

LETTER 77. 

JFV*om an ineohent Debtor to kh prineipal Creditor, requttting tht 

acceptance of a CompomHon, 

fIR, 

When I first entered upon business, I little thought that ever I should 
be under the necessity of writin|[ to }'ou on such a subject as this ; bat 
experience convinces me that it is much better to acknowledge the stale 
of my affairs to my creditors, thanput them to the expense of taking 
out a commission of bankruptcy. To you, therefore, sir, as the person 
CO whom I am principally indebted, do I address myself on this mebm- 
cfaoly occasion, and roust freely acknowledge that my afiairs are *^ 
*nocn perplexed. I have been these ten years past endeavoring to ac* 
quire something for myself in vain. The variety of diflferent artides 
which I have been obliged to sell on credit, and the losses sostained 
thereby, always kept me in low circumstances ; and often when I paid 
you money I had none left for the support of my family. If yon wiU be 
pleased to employ any prudent person to examine my ^ooks, I doubt not 
but that you will be convinced that the whole of my conduct haa been 
consistent with tlie strictest rules of lionesty ; .and if it shall appearso 
to yon, I must beg you will be pleased to call a meeting of the creditork 
and lay it bofure Uiem. I have not-spent any more tlian was abaolotcly 
necessary for the support of my family, and every thing reraaioiBR shaU 
be delivered up. When all this is done I hope you will accept of it^ a*, 
it is not in my power to do any more ; and consider me as one wbnse 
misfortunes call for plly, not resentment. 

I am, sir, your most humble aenniat. 

LET-rER 78. 
The Answer. 

IIR, 

It is with the greatest concern I have perused your aflfecting letter; 
and shottld coujider myself as very cruel if I refused to comply whh a 
request so reasonable as tliat made by you. I have employed a worAy 
oerson, a firiend nf mine, to examine* your books, the result of wIimb 



ON BUSINESS. 43 

#baU be immediately laid bofure the otiier creditcNTS, and if it n as jpCNi 
represent you need not be afraid of any jiarsh usage. I always cooiid* 
ercd you as a man of the greatest integrity, and am determiaed to biy 
down a plan for your future support. In the mean time, I hava sent a 
trifle to defray your expe'ises till the other afiain are settled, and asi 

Your sincere well wisher. 

LETTER 79. 

F^om a Dradetman to a WhoUtalt Dealer , to delay payment of « 

mm of money. 

fIR, 

My note to you will be payable in ten days, and I am sorry to inform 
you, that although I have considerable suras in good hands, yet none ol 
them are due these six weeks, which is all the time I reqtiire. It is a 
favor I never asked of any one till this moment, and I hope for tlie fu- 
ture not to have any occasion to repeat it. I am really distressed for 
your answer ; but as a proof of my sincerity, have sent enclosed three 
notes, subscribed by persons well kn'^wn to yourself, and although the^ 
exceed my debt, yet I have no objection to your keeping them as secori- 
ty till due. Let me beg to hear from you as soon as tins comes to hand« 
which will greatly oblige Your humble servant. 

LETTER 80. 
TTie Answer, 

JSXR, 

It was fortunate ^or you tliat your letter arrived the day after it was 
written, for I was to have paicl^our note away yesterday, and I ooold 
not have had an opportunity of recalling it in time tn have served you. 
Indeed it was imprudent not to communicate the news to me sooner, as 
your credit migl»t be greatly affected by such an unnecessary delay. 
Hoivever, I impute it to your unwillingness to reveal tlie state of your 
affairs, and sluUl keep tlie note in my hands till your own becomes due, 
and for that purpooe nave returned tae otliers, not doubting but that yoa 
will send ma the money at the time promised, which will greatly oblige 

Your huim>le servant. 



F)rom a young Man, who had an opportunity to $et up in buaineti 
but deetiiute wf money, to a Oentleman of reputed benevolence. 

HOHORED SIR, 

When von look at the subscription, ^-ou will remember my serving yoa 
vith goodi vhen I was apprenUce to Mr. Carter, grocer, in New-York. 
I hav^ been a little above two years out of my time, which was spent in 
Mr. Carter's service, and tlie greatest part of my wages have been giv- 
en to support an aged mother, confined to a sick ted. Mr. Carter died 
about ten days ago, and having no fsfknily, his executors, who are almost 
strangers to me, arc going to let the store. My worthy maOcr has ksft 
me by h^ will one thousMnd doI'Mi*^, biit that is no way sufficient to pur- 
) the stock b trade ; nor w U tliey give any bnger credit than 
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twelve mootlw. Bbiiig well acquainted with too trade, as aUo with the 
cwtomeni, and having such a fair (irospcct of settling in business) I hare 
presuoked to lay it before you. I hare often heard of your willingness 
to serve those under difficulties ; espcciall]r young people beginning in 
the world. If you approve of this, and will advance so much on my 
bond, patable in a limited time, it shall be as safe as if in the hands of 
your banker. I shall be as frugal and industrious as possible, and the 
whole of my time shall be employed in the closest attention to the du- 
ties of my station, and shall acknowledge ^our kindness witli sratitude 
as long as I live. I iiope this will not ^ive any offence ; and, sir, if 
you give me leave, I will wait on you with one of tlie executors, that 
yon may hear their proposals. My character, as to lionesty and fidcli^^, 
will hetLt the strictest inquiry, as is testified in my hue master's will, 
and also by all with wiiom I have any dealings. 

I am, honored sir, your obedient humble servant. 

LETTER 82. 
J%e GerUlemctn't Annoer, 

SIR, 

I have just received ^^urs, and although I am indispoeed with the 
gout, yet could not hesitate one moment in sending an answer. There 
IS such an appearance of honesty, together with such an onaflected 
simplicity, runs throujgh the whok: of your letter, that I am strongly 
inclined to comply with your request, and happy shall I think myself if 
your honest endeavors are attended with the desired success. You need 
not give yourself the trouble of calling on me, lest it should interfere 
with your business. I will either call on you tomorrow, or send a friend 
to inquire into the particulars. In tiie mean time it |ives me tlie great- 
est pleasure to hear that you have not been wanting m filia] doty to an 
aped parent ; and while ^xiu continue to act consistently with me prin- 
ciples and regulate your conduct by the practice of virtue, you will have 
- great reason to expect the divine bkfssing on whatever you undertake. 
Trade b of a vcr^ precarious nature, and if not attended to with assi- 
friity and regularity, generally involves those engaged in the greatest 
difficulty, if not rum. Let me beg, therefore, that tmen you bMome a 
master, vou will avoid mixing in company with diose who spend their 
time and sulistancc in die fasfiionable follies of the present age. Such 
piactices are inconsistent witli the business of a tradesman, and 1 am 
nlraid Uiat it is greatly owing to such tiiat we see the pajieni so oAen 
filled with the nnme« of bankrupts, who, if thev had attended with 
steadiness to the duties of that station in vvhich rrovidence has placed 
them, might have been a comfort u their families, and an honor to their 
diflferenl profe?siuns. But, althoogti I have no fears concerning your kk- 
ic^rity, yet the best cf men cannot be t'v) often reminded of tiieir duty. 

I am your sincere weB wisher. 

LETTER 83. 
f\rom the Servant of a fVholesaU Dealer, toMi Master in NeW' 

Yo'^k, giving an account of his customers in the anaUry, 
SIR, » 

I have vifuted several of the U)wna between tliis and New- York, when 
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uqrof ]roiirciiiU>iMnifmde>aiidaMKNifhtliey oMBplaia nmek of Um 
decay of inuie, 7.^ their paTroenti and orders have been as well •■ 
eoald reaeoBaUy be expcctecl, and indeed I diink trade is beg inaiiif to 
revive. I have the pleasure to inform yoa, that, in the places where 1 
have been, there is not any appearance of failinff ; and the people/bave 
been so well pleased with yoor goods and fair dealing, that I have ob- 
tained many new orders. I have likewise received a dividend of sixty 
cents in die dollar of the effects of Mr. Cambrick, the linen draper at 
Hartford, who failed last year, and there is still something remaining ; 
so that upon the wl.ole your Iom will not be so great as was at first eib- 
pected. 1 have finished yoor business in this town, and set off tomor- 
row for New4i0iidon, wliiere I shall exect to hear (ram you, if you have 
any thing particular to transact before I return, and am, sir, with dn^ 
and respect. Your obedient and laithfid servam 

LETFER 84. 
7*he Ma8ter*$ Aiuwer 

MR. TRUEH4H, 

I received yours, dated the 2d inst. at New -Haven, and am extremely 

fad to hear of your success. It has, as you observed, been ^[reater than 
^ expected.^ I am much pleased wiih your honest fidelity, m transact- 
jng mr business with so much care and industry ; and as you are now at 
New-LondoD, I shall take this opportunity of intrusting you with an af- 
fair of importance. There is dajlv expected at that port the sdiooaer 
Rover, Captain Johnson, laden wiui sugar and indiffo from Jamaica : 
and as I am informed the pi>oprietors are desirous of disposing of the 
whole caigo by private contract. When you hiive examined the goods, 
I leave it to your own discretion to jwrchase Uie whole, as I think i 
must be an exceeding good bareaiu. * you have not money sufficient, 
give them an order on me fixr the rpmaimier, payaide at sight. I l^vn 
the whole to yourself, and shall expv.t to liear firom you soon. 

Yjnn, kc* 

LEITEU S5. 
Recommending a Man Servant, 

SIR, 

The bearer has served me witli inteerity and fidelity these three years, 
but having a desire to settle in PhifaKwlphia, he foil my koise about c 
week ago, and by a letter received from him this day, 1 fit 4 you are 
willing to eronloy bini on my recommemlation ; aud it is with lie great- 
est pleasure tnut I comply with his re(]ue8t. His liehaviour, w.tile with 
me, was strictly honest, sober and diligent, and I doubt not timt it will 
be the same with you. I have sent tins enclosed in one to himself, and 
if yot employ him I hope he will give satis&ctaon. 

I am, sir, your humble servant 

LElTERSe. 
ThM Antwir. 
nR, 
I raetWnd your obliging Wner in I'veonmendntion of the yenng mna 
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udmoonieqaeBMof that bav« taken bim into BviuiiSy. IdoobiiioC 
firom what yoo say, of bis givingr satiafiictioD, and yoa nqr ba a«arad 
of hb being treated with humanity, and rewarded according to bit mer- 
it. I am, air, your biimbfe senrant* 

LETTER 87. 
F\ram a eowUry Storekeeper, to kU friend tn New-York^ desking 

kim to tend ?Um tome goodi. 
•x», 

Tliat friendship whicli we contracted in our youf*^, is not yet, I hope, 
abated, although Providence has placed ns many miles distant from each 
other. I have heard of your success in New-York, and it is with pleas- 
ore I can assure you that I am comfortably settled here. But yoa Know 
that our returns are slow and profits small, and therefore, bowerer wil- 
ling, I am not in circumsUmces sufficient to defray the expense of a 
journey to New-York, in order to purchase goods at^ the best band; 
which has been attended with some loss, because a considerable expense. 
Relying, therefore, on your former friendship, I presume to solicii your 
assistance, to purchase from time to time what goods I may happen to 
want from New-York, for which an order shall m remitted on delivery. 
At present 1 liave only sent for a few articles, as yon will see by the eii- 
closied. I doubt not of your getting them as good and cheap as poaiUe; 

... t of the COB 



and if there is any thing I can do to serve yoo in this part c 

try, you may depend on its being executed widi the utmost fidelity and 

dei^tch. 1 am, sur, your suicere frirad. 

LETTER 88. 
The Answer, 

SIR, 

Yours I reoeired, and am glad tn hear of your being so oomfiirteUf 
settled. There is a pleasure in kwking back to those youthful days w« 
spent together in harmless amusements, and it gives me great ^ pleasure 
to think *hat I have it in my power to be any way of service to ny 
friend. Thegoods you ordered are sent in the Hudson Packet, direct- 
ed to you. They are as eood and as cheap as any to be had in New- 
York, and I hope you will be a considerable gainer. With respect to 
your kind profier of service, I heartily thank you, aqd shall, as oocasioB 
requires, trouble you witli somethinff of that nietture. In the mean time* 
be sure to command me in every ming wlierein I can be of serrioe to 
you, as it will give the greasest pleasure to Your sincere friead. 

LETTER 89. 

f^om a cotaUry Storekeeper, to a Merchant in New-York^ eom- 

plaining of the badness of hie goods. 

SIR, 

When 1 first began to correspond with you it was my fixed reaobtion 
lo act with intesrity and honor, expecting the same in return. I naal 
indee<l confess tiiat tlie goods you sent me for some time were as good stf 
any I could purchase of another, and so far I had not any reason tocosft- 
(ilaiii. But now tlie case is quite different. The two last parcels yoa 
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lent me are so bad that I dare not oSer them to my cwtooien. From 
iivhat, sir, does this^fVPceed 1 Have I ever lieen deficient in my pay* 
ments 1 No, yon dare not accuse me with any thing of that nature. 
However, I am oblig^ed to tell you, that onlea ^oa send me others in 
their room, I must either witiidraw my correspomience, or shut up my 
store. You may choose whidi you please, and let me beg to have your 
answer ner return o( poet, as I am in immediate want of these gcxxls, 
and in danger of losing my customers by a delay. In so doing you will 
oblige ^ Your well wisher. 

LETTER 90. 
7%c Answer* 

«IR, 

I received yours, and aji extremely sorry to hear that the goods sent 
you are so bad. 1 know I had some such in my store, but was deter- 
mined to sell them at a low rate, without ever thinking of their beiqg 
sent to any of my customers, particularly so valuable a correiq^ndent a« 
yourself. By some mistake my clerks have inadvertently sent them, for 
which I am extremely sorry ; but, in onlcr to make vou amends, I sent 
by this day's packet those which I originally inteocfed for vou, at my 
own expense. I hope you will excqpo Uiis, and be assured you shall 
never be served in such a manner for the future. 

I am, sir, your humble servant. 

LETTER 91. 

fyom a Tradetnum in dUtressed cireunutaneet, detiring a Letter 
of License, 

SIR, 

It IS now above ten years since I first had dealings with you, and dur- 
ing that time you well know tliat my payments were regular, but, at 
present, am sorry that my afikirs are so perfilexed, that it is not in my 
power to comply witii the just demands ot my creditors, nor even to pay 
tliem any tiling until my afiairs are settled ; for that reason, sir, I have 
sent to you, dnirins a letter of license for only twelve inonths, in which 
time I hope to be able to settle my afiairs to their sati|&ction ; but if 
they .will not comply with this, I am utterly mined. Your answer it 
impatiently expected by Your obedient humble servant. 

LETTER 92. 
Tke Answer, 

SIR, 

Yours I received, and am very sorry to hear of your diotress. I liave 
called a meeting of the ereditors, and doubt not tt»ey will accede to yow 
honsr^hVe proposal. I am, sir, your real friend. 
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LETTERS ON LOYE, COURTSHIF, AND MARRIAGE 



LETTER 93. 
F\rom a young Oentleman to a Lady VfUh whom heUin lotc 

MADAM, 

I have three tiroes attempted to give you a verba) nation of the ooi»* 
tenta of tliis (etter ; but my heait has often failed. I know not in what 
tight it may be considered, (mlv if I can fr)rm any notion of my own 
heart from the impression made on it bv your many amiable aocowplish- 
meats, my happiness in this world will, m a great measure, depend on 
your answer. I am not precipitate, madam, nor would I desire your 
hand if your heart did not accompany it. My circumstances are inde- 
pendent, my character hitherto unblemished, of which you^shall have 
the most undoubted proof. You have already seen some of my rebtioiis 
at your aunt's in Read street, particularly^ my mother, with whom I now 
live. Your aunt will inform you oonoeming oar (amily, and if it is to 
vour satisfaction, I shall not only consider myself as extremely happy, 
but shall also make it the principal study of my future life to spend un 
days in the company of hor whoin I do prefer to all others in the world. 
I shall wait fi>r your answer with the atmost impatience, and ami mad- 
am. Your real admirer. 

LETTER 94. 
The iMdy^ Antwtr, 

SIR, 

I received voor letter last night, and as it was on a sobfect I had not 
yet any thoughts of, yon will not wonder when I tell yoo I was a good 
deal surprise. Although I have seen and fiuniliarly conversed with 
you at different times, yet I had not the most distant thooghts of your 
making proposals of such a nature. Some of yoiur sex have often as- 
serted that we are fond of flattery, and very much pleased with praise ; 
I shall therefore suppose j^ou one of that class, and excuse you lor those 
encomiums bestowed upon me in your letter ; but am afraid, were I to 
comply with your proposals, you would soon be convinced that tfaa 
ehanus you mention, and seem to vabe so much, are nerol^ cxlerior 
-appearances, which like the summer's flower, will very soon fikdb^ and 
all those mighty professions of k>ve will end at last either in IndM far 
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•noe, or^ which is worse, distrust. Yoo desire me to inquire of nay •« 



treat yoa with m much respect m w oooraleot with 

My worthy guardian, Mr. Melvill, is now at his MAt at BlooBiMdale, 
and his coDdact has been so much like that of a paraiit» that I do noC 
choose to take one step in an affair of sodi in^wrtanoe withoitt botli 
his consent and approbation. There is an appearance of sincerity rani 
tltrough your letter ; but there is one particuUr to which I have a very 
strong objection ; you say that you live with your mother, yet you m 
not say tliat you have eitlier coramuntcated your sentiments to her or m 
your other relations. I must freely and honestly tell you that as I wouU 
. not disoblige my own relations, neither would JU on anv considerationt 
admit of any addresses contrary to the inclinations of yoork If voa 
i;an clear up thiiT to my satisfaction, I shall send yoa a mora asLpuoit 
answer, and am, sir. Your most obndiont bumble Mrtaat. 

LETTER 95. 
The OwUtwuaC* Rtpljf, 

9BAR MADAM, 

I return you a thousand thanks for your letter, and it is with the 
greatest pleasure I can clear np to your satisfaction the matter yoa doubt- 
ed of. Before I wrote to you I communicated the afiair to my two 
cousins, but had not courage enough to mention it to my mother, but 
that is now over, and nothing, she says, woukl give her greater pfeasura 
than to see me married to a young lady of yoor amiable character ; nay, 
so far is slie from having any objection, that she would have waited oa 
vou as the bearer of this, had I not persuaded her against it, as she has 
been tliese tliree days afflicted with a severe ookl, and I was afiraid tl|Kt 
if she ventured abrtrnd so soon it might he atlendeil with dangerooi 
ouiidequeni*.e8. Ba. to convince you of my sincerit}', she has sent the 
enclosed, written witli her own hand ; and whatever may be the con- 
tents, I solemnly assure you I am totally ignorant, es^cept that she told 
lie it was in approbation of my suit. If you will give me leave to wail 
an you I shall then be ahie to explain things more particalarly. 

I am, dear madam, yonr rwl lover. 

LETTER 96. 
F^om the young Oentleman^e Mother to the young Lady. 

DEAR MISS, 

If you find any thing in tliese lines imp.x>per1y written yoa will can- 
didly excuse it, as coming from the hands of a parent, in behalf of aa 
only, beloved, and dutiful son. 

My dear Cliarles has told me that yon have made such an impressioa 
on him, tliat he knows not how to lie happy in any one else, and it gives 
me great happiness to find that he has placed liis affections on so worthy 
an object. Indeed it has l)een my principal study to instruct him in tlie 
principle of our holy religion ; well knowing that those who do not 
fear God will never pay any regard to doracstic duties. His father died 
when his sk.m Was only ten months old, and benw (jeprived of the parent 
all my rfin:««>l.itinn wni* that I hail his imjige left In llie son. I nutwd 
htm with all the tendernes« possible, and even taught him to i-eod and 
write. When be was of proper age I sent him to a boarding school* 



00 OV LOTC, COURTSHIP, 

iiid afterwavui to college. Whilst he wai prosecuting his Btodies, I 
daily recommended him to the care of that God whose eyes behuUl all 
his creataresj and will reward and punish according to tlieir merit. Ev- 
er smce his return from Princeton he has resided constantly with me, 
and his conduct to every one with whom he has had any connexion has 
been equal to my utmost wishes. At present, my dear girl, I am in a 
yery sickly condition, and, altlioogh I have concealed it from him, yet, 
m all human probability, my time in this world will not be long. Ex- 
cuse the indulgent partiality of a mother, when I tell you it is my real 
opinion you can never place your affection on a more worthy young man 
man my son. He is endowed with more real worth than tnousands of 
others whom I have known ; and I have been told of instances of his 
benevolence which he has industriously concealed. I have only to add 
furtlier, that the only worldly consideration now upon my mind la to see 
him happily married, and then my whole attention sliall be fixed on that 
place where I hope we shall all enjoy eternal felicity. 

I am, dear Miss, your sincere well wisher. 

LETTER 97. 
Th€ young Lady't Anttoer, 

MADAM, 

I will excuse the fondness of a tender mother for her only child. Be- 
fore I received yours I had heard of the unaffected piety and the many 
acconiplisliments of vour son, so that 1 was no ways surprised at what 
you said concerning him. I do assure you, madam, tliat I would prefer 
an alliance with you .before even nobility itself, and I vhink it most be my 
own fault if I ever repent calling you mother. I was ^ing to say that 

Chad known but few pleasures in this life, to be deprived of your hus- 
l so soon, and the rest of your life spent under so many infirtflties. 
But your letter convinces me tliat you nave felt more real pleasure in 
the practice of virtue and resignation to the Divine will, than ever can 
be had in any, nay, even the greatest temporal emjoyments. I have 
sent enclosed a few lines to jyour son, to which I refer you for a more ex- 
plicit answer, and am, madam. Your sincere well wisher. 

LETTER 98. 
7%e young Lady to the young Gentleman^ 

fIR, 

I received yours, together with one enclosed from your mothor, and 
congratulate you on the happiness you have had in being brought up un- 
der so pious and indulgent a parent. I hope diat her conduct will be a 
pattern for ^ou to copy aAer, in the whole of your future life. It is vir- 
tue alone, sir, which can make yon happy. Willi respect to myself, I 
freely acknowledge that I have not at present any reason to reject your 
offer, although I cannot give you a positive answer until I have finM 
eonsulted with my guardian. Monday next I set out for his seal 
At Bloomii^[daIe, whence you may be sure of hearing from me as soot 
•i poHible, and am. Your sincere well wisbei 
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LETTER 90. 
f)rom tht 9ame. 

tlH, 

J a icy last I told yoa that yoa should hear (iron bm ai aoao •■ pomblty 
and thwelbre I mm sit down to fulfil my proasise. I commuBicatad 
your proposal to Mr Melvill, who, after he bad written lo his corrsspoa- 
dent in New-York, told me as follows : 

** Miss« I have inqnired eonoeming the yomif gentleman, and the in- 
IbrmatioB I have reoeiTed is such, that I not only appcove of yoor choioa, 
but must also confasi that if I did not do every tning in niy power to 
forward vour union, I should be acting contrary lo the request of yovr 
&ther when he lay on his death bed. You may," said he, ** communi- 
cate this to your lover as soon as yon please, and may every happiness 
attend you both m ume and eternity.** 

And BOW, sir, have I not tokl ^'ou enoi^ 1 Some, peifiaps, might 
tliink too much ; but I am determined to bqrin with as much sincerity 
as I could wish to practice if standing in Uie oresence of mv Maker. 
To expect the same fiom you is reasonable ; I look for it, and shall be 
very unhappy if disappointed. But I will hope fi>r the beet, and doubC 
not but the religious education bestowed on you by your worthy mother^ 
will operate on the whole of your future conduct in life, xou may, 
therefore, lay aside the tedious formality of courtshi|>, and write to ma 
as one with whom yon mean to spend your time in this world. 

Ever since my arrival here my time^ has been spent in visiting the 
wochIs, the fields, and cottaces, meditatii^ on the unbounded goodness 
of the AUnighty Creator. How infinite is his wisdom ! how unbounded 
hi J liberality ! ^very tliine in nature conspires to exalt his praise, and 
acknowledge with gratitude their dependance upon him. But I will 
not tire you with such dull descriptions of real beauties. Presei^ my 
sincere respects to your worthy mother. I hope she gets the better or 
her disorder, and be assured that I am. 

Yours and hers with the greatest aflection. 

LETTER 100.* 
The young 0€iUUman*$ Antwer. 

HT DKAK GIRL, 

la there any medium between pleasure and pain 1 Can mourning 
and mirth be reconciled 1 WiU you believe, my dear, that whilst I was 
reading your letter with the greatest pleasure, I was shedding tears for 
an aflfeclionate parent ! Thus Divine Providence thiuks proper to mix 
Bome gall with our portion in life. It is impossible for me to describe 
the vaiiety of passions now strt^ling in my breast. Ten thousand 
blessings to my charmer on the one hsmd, and as many tears to a belov- 
ed parent on the other. I conceived a notion of two impossibilities ;— 
one of which I am obliged to struggle with, the other, thanks to vou, is 
over. I thought I could not live, without my dear and honored mother, 
nor enjoy one moment's comfort unless I could caU you mine ; but I am 
now oliliged to submit to the one, whilst I have the pleasing prospect of 
beiiy in possession of the other. WiU ay dear sympathsM with dm 
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M w3l she bear with human passions 1 And although all my hope of 
temporal happiness is centred in you, yet I duubt not but you will e««cu3e 
my shedding a tear over the remains of a dear parent, which I am now 
going to commit to the tomb. My dear creature, were It possible fui 
me to describe tlie many virtues of tliat worthy woman who is now no 
more, you would draw a veil over the partiaiiiy of fdial duty. Her laKt 
words were these : " My dear child, 1 am m>w goinff to pay tliat debt 
imposed on the whole human race, in consequence ol the disobedience 
of our first parents. You know what instructions 1 have given you 
from time to time, and let me beg of you to adlieie to tliem w> lar as 
they are consistent with the will of God, revealed «n his word. May 
you be happy in tlie possession of tliat young lady on whom you have 
placed your affections ; but may \x)th you and slie remember, that real 
^Oiminess is not to be found in Uiis world ; and you must consider your 
Tite m this world as merely a stale of p.-obation. To the Almighty 
God I commend you." 

She was going on, when the thread of life was broken, and she w:is 
•0 mere. -Such was the last cud of my dear niotiier, uluuv remains 
«re to be interred this evening, and as noon as 1 can setde licr aflairs 
with her executors, I will, as it were, fly to meet you. God grant that 
•nr happiness in this life may be conducive toward promoting our evei^ 
iutiiig felicity hereafter. I am, as before, . 

Yours while fife remains 

LETl'ER 101. 
F)rom the Lady after marriage^ to an unmarried Couein. 

AXAR COUSIN, 

f have now clianged my name, and instead of lilivrty must Mibscrilie 
wile. What an aw kward expression, s:iy suiiic ; buw plc.if ing, say 
othvs. Cut let tliat be as it may, 1 have been iiiarricd to my Charles 
these diree months, and I can freely acknowledge tli.it I never knew 
happiness till now. To have a real frieuil to wliom I can couimunicute 
my secrets, and who, on all mtcasions, is rcuily to syiuimUiirie with me, 
is what I never before experienced. All iltctie bcneiiLs, my dear coib»- 
in, I have met with in my (jeluved liu:$band. His principul care svetns 
to be to do ever)- thing |)0^ible to pluaso me ; and is there not some- 
tiling called duty iiicuiubcnt uii iiic ? Peshaps yuu will laugh at tlie 
word duty, and say that it imports someihin^ like slavery ; but nothing 
is more false; fur even the life of a ser\aiii is as f)k-ds<uti as au) oihfr, 
when he obeys from motives uf love iasiea i of fear. Fur lay o.** fai 1, 
my dear, I cannot say that 1 am unwilling to Ix; obedient, and vc I am 
not commandeil to l)e so by my hu^b.lnd. Vuu have often Mjxiken c«jn> 
temptuou£>ly of tlie marriage tiialu, attJ 1 believe vour reasuns were diat 
most of those you knew were unhaj;|}s ; Uit dial i;< an eiToiieotiM wnyof 
judging. It was designed by il:\: ALaigluy iliat mv.n and uonien should 
live together ma istatc vrstu'li-t) ; that liin} should itet'osiie nmiaal lH«tps 
V» each uliM^r ; ani if they are blu:(se.l vviili <*iiil.livn to abtiibi earli ikIi- 
fcr in giving Uiein a viiiuous e.iucuiion. Iah uie therefore U:g tl.at my 
.lem* coub'in will no knigei dL•^|}ise diat state for whidi she w:w design- 
ed, wad which m c^kadaied to make her happy. But* Uien, my «lMnr, 
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there arc tm) sorts of men you ttmst studieusl^f a^oM i f iceaii miien 
and rakes. The first will take evenr oppoitinhy cf abridging jwa ne- 
cessary expenses, and the second will iMve tou nothing %r a snfaiis- 
tence. The first, by his penuriousness, will canse you to soflfer fixMOi 
imaginary wants ; tl:e second, by his prodigality, will make yoo a real 
beggar. But your own good sense will point out the propriety ai v/bai 
I have mentioned. I^et me beg that yon will come and spend a few 
weeks witK us ; and if yon have any taste for mral and domestic ]Ue> I 
doubt not but you will )je pleased. \ am your affiBCtionate coosin. 

LETTER 102. 

Drom a young Merchant in New-York, to a Widow Lady in (h* 

country. 

MADAM, 

Ever since I saw you at the Springs, when I was on a journey to the 
north, my mind has been continually nominating on your many aocom- 
{ilisliments. And aidiou|Ii it is possible this may be rejected, yet I can 
no longer conceal a passion which has prmd upon my spirits- these six 
weeks. I have been settled in business abont three years ; my sncceM 
has been equal to my expectations, and is likewise increasing. My 
family is respectable though ot rich ; and as to the disparity of our asesy 
a few years will not make any diffiwenoe, where the aflfections are puo- 
ed on so lovely an object. I can only say, madam, that I prefer yon 
to all the young ladies I have seen, and if iwsiness continues to increase 
I shall be greatly in want of one of your prudence to manage my do- 
mestic aflairs. Be assured, mad&m, that whatever time I can spare 
from the necessary duties of my profession shall be devoted toyooroom- 
pany, and every endeavor used to make your life both a|j;rerable end 
nappy. As you have relations in New-York, they will give you every 
necessary information concerning my character and circumstances, al- 
lliough I have not the (Measure of being known to them. If you will 
favor me with an answer to this, it will be ever esteemed a particDbi 
.avoir, and acknonrkedged with the sincerest respect, by 

Your real admirer. 

^ LETTER 108. " 

The Lady*a Letter to her Brother, an Attorney , eoncemmg tte 

above. 

DEAR BROTHER, 

You know that in all afiairs of importance I have constantly acted fay 
your advice, as I am still determined to do ; and therefore nave eent 
yoo encbsed the copy of a letter which I received by the post, from a 

ang gentleman in New-York, whom I have seen at tlie spriqgs. Hii 
avior here was polite without aflfectation, and an air of sinceri^ ap- 
peared in all be laid. With respect to the subject be writes of, I will 
give yen my own tfaonghta^ and delay settdmg an answer until I have had 
yoMTopinioa. 

I am at least a doien yeers oMer than him, and possil^ love, eon- 
iraeled whsia tiMre ii sock diiBnreace in the am of the parties, BM7 tsiw 
I ia tnmi of respest on one si«ki, and >»loiiBf en ibe ether. At 

D* 
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present I am ac petered with rakes and coxcombs, that I would alinnsi 
willingly glvb my hand to the first worlliy person that offers. Indeed I 
have another reason for entering into the marria^ sttite, ami that is, 1 
would choose, p^ I advamce in years, to liave a friend to whom 1 might 
at all timeo 1/e able to open my mind widi fi:eedom, and wlm would treat 
me V. *th ^at tenderness which my sex entitles me to. I hiive been a 
widow six years, and whatever others may say, I have found it attended 
with many incom'eniences, and far from that pleasing life many are 
ready to imagine. But after all, I will be directed by you, as my only 
real friend to whom I can apply ; if you think proper you may iiK|iiire, 
and when I hear from you I wUl send him an answer. 

I am your aflSectionate sister 

LETTER 104. 
JTie Brother*8 Answer, 

DEAR 8I5TER, 

I am glad to hear of your prudence in not being very hasty in an af- 
(nir of so great importance, and upon which your happiness or misery 
in this world will inevitably depend. Your reasons against remainii^ 
any longer in a state of widowhood are what 1 much approve of, and it 
will give me great pleasure to |)romote your interest and happiness as 
^ as I am able. I have inquired concerning Mr. Moretou, and evenr 
one gives liim an excellent character. I have likewise conversed witn 
him, and find him a very sensible young man. As to your objection 
concerning disparity of age, I do not think it has any great weight, and 
upon the whole I have but one reason against your union, and |hat is, 
tliat there is nodiin^ more precarious tifan commerce, and the merchant 
who to-day has unlimited credit* may be tomorrow in the list of bank- 
rupts. I do not urge this in ordier to prevent your happiness, but only 
that whilst you are free, you may take such measures as to secure a suf- 
fcieiicy against the worst. I would by no means dissuade you from 
aomplying with his request, as he seems every way wortliy of your 
choice, and 1 really think it may be for your mutual happiness. Tliese, 
dear sister, are my sentiments concerning this affiiir : but remember 1 
leave it entirely to yourself, not doubting but yoo will proceed with die 
same prudence which you have heretofore shown. 

I am your affectionate brother. 

P. ti, I would aviso you to write to tlie young man as soon as {xi.<si' 
ble. 

- LETTER 105. 
Drom the Lady to Mr. MoreUm, 

•IB, 

I received vonr fetter, and i^y reason for delaying ao answer, wai^ 
that I wanted first to consolt my brother, whose opuiioa I had fay iIh 
post yesterday. I freely acknowledge that ycMi are ftir from betiy dNa> 
greeabfe, and the advanta^ on your part with respect to aeooaiplldh 
mentB are, I think, superior to mine. But these are bat satiaU nwltfln 
when compared with what is absolutely necessary to make the inaiiJMt 
aCate happy. I mean an nakm of minds. Neiitar of m hvm htd ■■* 
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AT o|;poruiikitiefl of omnersing together, and when you had you did ii» 
metttion any thing ef this. I have no objection against manning, wort 
I wsnred of beiu§ no irorae than at present ; but there is such a ▼ariely 
of unforeseen accidents happenins in the world, and all con^iring to* 
eetber to promote dissensions in fomilies, that we can never be too caF» 
ful how to fix our choice. I shall not, sir, from what I have seen of 
your behavior, and heard of your character, have any objection agaioit 
your request ; but I confess I am afiraid you have been radier too pi«> 
cipitate in your choice, and although my person may have engaged yoav 
attention, yet I am afraid all those charms you so much extol are not 
sufficient to keep you loyal to the marriage vow. But I wiU hope iSm 
best, and believe you as virtuous as you are represented ; nor wiU I giw 
my hand to any but ^ou. In the mean time I shail be glad to hear thai 
you ccntinue your visits to my brother ; you will find him one of tbs 
most worthy persons you ever conversed with, and much esteemed lor 
his knowledffe in the (aw. I have now given you leave to write as of- 
ten as you please, as I hope all ^our letters will be interesting: and at 
to the time to be fixed for any thing else, I leave it entirely to m settled 
by yourself and my brother, and am, dear sir. Yours sincerdy. 

LETTER 106. 
JFVom a young OentUman, in expeetatum of an estaUfrom aptmh 
rtous Uncle, to a young Lady of tmaU fortune, deeiring her !• 
elope vfiih Inm. 

KT DEAR MARIA, 

My uncle's laying his injunction upon me not to see you any more, \um 
only served to add fuel to my passion. I cannot live without you, and 
if you persist in refusing to comply, I am miserable forever. I pay ao 
regard to his threatenings, when put in competition with the love I nave 
for you. Do not be afraid of poverty ; if he should continue inexorabis 
I have still education sufficient to procure a genteel empbyment in ow 
of the public offices, where I may rise to preferment. Therefore, if 
ever you loved me, let m^ beg that you will not make me any longer on* 
happy. Let me intreat you by all that is dear, that ^ou will comdv 
with mv request, and meet roe at sue on Sunday evening, at the back 
door of the garden, where a chaise will be ready. I will fly on tiM 
wings of love to my charmer, and be happy in her embraces forever. 

I am your dear tevar. 

LETTER 107. 
The Lttdy'e prudent Anewer. 

Though thoroughly conscious in this act I make a breach of those laws 
■aid to be laid down for fovers, especially such of our sex as would ratb- 
•rHie odebrated for a romantic turn of mind, than for what is mora 
praftrable, a pradent deoornm, yet I cannot but be penHiaded,thiini 

oecrr ancb a crisis, as may make it consistent with the strictest 
iMnoraadjittticos which at least ought to be put in the balaooe,^ i 
ootweigb wfaatevir oustom may have preMiribed. lliat looli • '- 
MWffiiila»|oiir leHer, and former eoneorriog tastinoaifls* <■»• 
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taKt. For I hKft tbo high an opinioa of your integrrty to doofat diar 
Iralh ; and believe me when I aniire yov most solemnly, I plaoe tbeii 
validity to dmt account, and not to mistaken notions or wnsciaamess of 
ny own merit. No, sir, it is from a too sensible conviction of your 
owa injnriooi error of yom* pawion, I have been induced to commit this 
vjoleoce to my sex. I had almost made my sentiments to coujive yoo 
to desist, ere it be too late, in the pursuit of a passion, that cannot but 
briag with it a train of inevitable miseries, since it must be attended 
with the violation of your duty to that relation whom yon are bound to 
^Kf implicit obedience to, by nature and gratitude. I will not oAsnd 
your delicacy, io urging those of interpst and independency, tlKW^ each 
coMuderatioa nqght to have its prevalence, against making a sacrifice of 
it to an impetuous paMon for one, whose single desert is, ttrat slie dteads 
your indigence more than she regrets tliat of the Unfortunate. 

LETTER 108. 
JFVwnayoung Qffieer to a Lady wUhwkom AeisMlovt. 

ASAR SOPHIA, 

When our regiment received orders to march from West Point, I was 
ahnost in a state of distraction. To be forced to leave her who is al> 
ready in possessidn of my heart, and separated by such a distance, had 
almost induced me to give up my commission ; nor have I any res uMit* 
left but that of the pen. After a long and tedious march we arrived 
here, where we are to remain till next summer. But, alas ! how iasig- 
wficant are all the allurements of the place, and the gaiety of my fellow 
ttffieers, when compared with the pleasing moments spent n yoor oon- 
pany. How long, my dear, must 1 be unhappy 1 Will not yoor sym- 
pathisins nature pit]|r pay distracted mrad 1 How kunentaUe the thooght, 
that whMst I am writing diis, some more fortnnato tover may be mak 
wg his addresses to my charmer, and even obtaining an intereai in hu 
hrart ! But what am I saying 1 Whither does my delirium drive oiel 
No, my dear girl, I know* the generosity of your natnre ; I dare not 
suspect ^rour sincerity, and still believe you mine. The principal gen- 
tknen m New-York invited the officers of our regiment to a ball, and 
aU but m)rself considered the entertainment as a very great honor; eadi 
danced with his partner, as I was tokl. In orcfor to avoki the conmany 
without givinpf offence, I mounted guard for that dav, and enjoyedmy- 
felf eitlier thinking of you, or cunversing with the soldiecs* 

Accordlnff to my promise, 1 have sent enclosed to your father, and I 
doubt not of his being surprised, unless you have mentioned it to him. I 
am impatient for his answer as well as yours. Adieu, ray diarmsr | 
lot lae hear from you immediately. I am youii for«v«r. 

LETTER IIH. 
7%s <yiMr% JCsttsr to «ftt IrfH^ JMftsp. 

tttSOmSD ftlK, 

Hm gSMsrnsity whicfa I ssperieBoed ftora jom whikt om wmmtm 
iMSftatioMdaiWestF^tnt^wittevir Isy ssa msdar Hw giMlMoUl 
iMlMi I bit at pranat I ktm mma Mm § af non t i UMmS iw to OHB 
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uoicate, upon which all my happiaeH or mnery m thk worM dependi 
indyoor aiwwer will either lecore tlie one or hasten the other. 

The many amiaMe accompliahments of your bebved Sophia atole ia 
•ensibly on my heart, and I found myself pannonately in love with hef 
before I wa« able to make a declaration of mv aentimems, npr did I do 
it until the day we were ordered to march. I hope, therefiMPe, you wiH 
(bfvive my not mentioning it to you; I was really. to much agitated ai 
lo be nearW unable to attend my duty. I doubt doC hut one of your 
sensibility knows what it is to be in love. Your dan§|hler, I freely a» 
koowled^, is adorned with so many virtnes, that she is entitled to the 
best hosMmd in America ; and although I ckre not hope to merit that 
appellation, yet I will make it my constant study to pnwsote her bappi> 
■ess. 

I have often told you that ray parents died whilst I was yoani, and 
left me to the care of an uncle lately re turn e d fnm the foM Indies, 
where he had acquired a consideraue fortune. My inclination led me 
to the army, and my uncle had procured me a commission. Ever since 
he has treated me as his own son, and being a bachelor has made a wtN 
in my favor. He is now a Senator in Coiifress, and has given me leave 
lo choose a wife for myself without any other qmlifications then virtue. 
I have written to him oonoeminff your dam|[fater, and his answer is, thai 
he shall consider me as extremely happy m being co nnect ed with so 
worthy a fomily as yours. I heme you will not have any dqec ti on 
against my bein^ in the army. It was originally m^ own choice, and I 
doubt not of rismsr in time to the oommand of a regiment. There is a 



oh! let it contain your approbation. 

I am, honored sir, yours with the greatHt respect. 

L£TTER 110. 
Thgycmng Ladif*§ Letter to kerLooer* 

. DCAU WILLIAM, 

Not more welcome is the appearanoe of an inn lo • weary t r a v el iir | 
tlian your kind letter was to me. But how. is it poswMe that yon shouhi 
har^or the least suspicion of my fidelity 1 Does my William Imagine 
that I would suffer the addresses of any fop or co K ceeab after I wm 
bound in the most solemn manner, I mean by promise ; and be assured 
I pay the same regard to my word as my oath. If there is ever an ob> 



•tniction to our k>ve it must arise finom yourself. My afleetions are too 
permanently fixed ever to be removed Irora the befeved i " 
iiappiness or misery will be in proportion to youreondoe 
ed» IWhb my father, will, I hope, be agreeabfci I have not seen it, and 
tfaoMtea can only judge of its contents fay the ooaversnt] 



lor misery will be in proportion to your eondoct Tbeen.k<«i 
my father, will, I hope, be agreeabfci I have not seen it, tad 
tfaorptea ean only judce of its contents fav the ooaversntioo Wm nif^ at 
lapiiwr When your Mter was daliveraa, my hoaared fiufaer was «^ 
"■ " * "InocdaliyerH tohim tm nellmorB- 

l elotet to roftd R, a »d t frmo r toid 
ff* Aeoordktgjlf, oAsr 
rpareniii spake osfol- 



ttmiat9r iH of a ooU, so that I did not daliyer H to him till nen mom- 
«gMtNiiUhst| havstirodtohiB 



in the emahg. Anonrdhflju nAsr 
tlw bait or pareniii spake osfol- 
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bwB : " My dear child, from tlie principles of that education whidi Ton 
have received^ I doubt not but you must be conrinoed that it if my ou^ 
to promote your interest as far as I am able, and how far my conowt ai 
a father has been consistent witli tiiat rule, I appeal to yourself; your 
own conscience will witness, whether I have not at all times studied to 
promote your interest, and it is with pleasure that I now say» that vour 
fili il duty was equal to my highest wishes. With respect to the subject 
of the letter you gave me this morning, I can only say, that I have no 
objection to your complying with tlie young ffentfeman*s request, as I 
thmk it may be for your mutual happiness. Indeed, I had some suspi- 
cion of it btefore he lefl tliis place ; but beirig well convinced of nis 
merit, I was almolt assured no step of that nature would be taken with- 
out my consent. That you have, and even my approbation. May you 
both be as happy as I winih ! I desire no more.*' Here the good man 
stopped ; tears hindered him from proceeding, and me from makinff a 
reply. A scene of tenderness ensued, which yon may feel* Rkbougn I 
cannot describe it. His own letter will convince you, and you may 
make uiiat use of it you please. 

I cannot conclude without mentioning your conduct at the New-Tork 
ball. Were there none among so many beauties nble to attract my 
William's notice 1 and will he at all times prefer my comMinv to that 
of the gay and the beautiful ? I will hope so, and happy hmU I be if 
not disappointed. In hopes of hearing from yon soon, I shall mbscribe 
myself Yours ibrever. 

LETTER 111. 
The FWter^t Anawer to the young Oentleman. 

MT DEi^ T0U90 FRIEND, 

Ever slftce I first had tlie pleasure of your conversation, I considered 
you as a young gentleman of real merit, who would not be guilty of an 
ungenerous action, and to that wiis owing not only the respect I always 
treated you with, but the common iudule[ence to converse freely with my 
daughter. I can freely excuse your not communicating vour sentinentf 
to me before you left this place. Your ardor was somewhat precipitRtei 
and, as you well observe, I know wltat it is to be in love. The acooant 
of your uncle and family I know to be true, for I met with that worthy 
person who is your benefactor a few days ago at the stase office m thn 
city, and he confirms the ti-udi of ail you have written. My dear sir, if 
ever ]^ou live to be a fatlier, you will know what I feel on the present 
occasion ; a willingness to give her to you, from a firm persuatton of 
your merit ; and anxiet)' for her preservation, from a conviction In my 
own mind, that there is nothing permanent in this world. Howvrert 
sir, you have my free consent to marry mv child, and may the Divine 
Providence be your guide in the whou of your pr ^ q g r es i throvh dui 
life ! My ill state of health serves as a monitor to inform jfon mil n| 
time in this world will be but shoit ; and there is nothing would givfe m 
gnatar pleasure than to see my dear Sophia happily letUod beforo I !» 
tire to the hmd of foigetfulness, where the vsitkeauaee firam irwil 
Ung, and where the weary are at resL How creat, sir, is the okHr|i 
wbidi I commU to yoor care ; the image of n beloved wifb long mm 
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deaf), and the hope of my declining vcara ! Her educatiofl ha^ been 
cpiwistent wilh lier rank in life, and her conduct mdy virtuoin. I have 
not tlie least doubt of her conjugal duty, and your felicity in acting con- 
formable to tlie character of a luBbanff. Upon that supposition I leave 
her entirely to you ; and as soon as you can obtain leave from the colo- 
nel, I sliall expect to see you at this place, to receive fron my hands all 
that m dear to roe in this workl. Your uncle lias likewise promised to 
be here, so that all things are according to your professed wishes. 

I am, sir, yours sinoerely. 

LETTER 112. 

Drom a young Manjtut out of hit AppreatieeMkip, to hia Sweei' 

heart in the neighborhood. 

DKAR 8AI.lt, 

I have been lotig in love with vou, but was afraid to tell voo. When 
I go with you to the Theatre or Vauxhall Garden I am almost like a 
fool, and altogether unfit for company. I think of vou all day, and at 
night I dream of mv dear Sally. 1 am well settled in work, and my 
waees are eight dollars every week. You and I can live on that, and I 
shall Iwing it home untoaclied on Saturday evening. I will not go to 
any tavern, but as SDon as mv work is done, return liome to my dearly 
beloved Sally. I bope^ my dear, you will not be aiwry, for I am really 
jn love. J canuot be happy unless yon are mine, [was afraid to men- 
tion diis to you, but if you will leave an answer at my loc^iiq;8, 1 will 
meet vou next Sunday after dinner, at the Battery, wlien we will tako 
a walk to Vauxhall and drink tea. How happy shall I be to hear from 



my charmer ; but a thousand times more to tiiink she will be mine 

I am, my dear, voqr real lover 

LETTER 113. 
The Answer. 

DEAR JACK, 

I received your very kind letter, but I do not know what to say in 
answer. Although I would be glad to marry, yet yoa men are so de- 
ceiving, that there is no such thine as trusting you. There is Tom. 
Timber the carpenter, and Jack Hammer the smith, who have not been 
married above six months, and every night come home drunk and beat 
their wives. What a miserable life is diat. Jack, and how do I know 
but you may be as bad to me 1 How do I know but you like them may 
gel drunk every night, and beat me black and blue before moniing ! 1 
do assure you, JacE, if 1 thought that would be the case, I would scrub 
floors and scour saucepans as fong as I live. But posstbW yon may not 
be so bad ; for there is Will. Cooper the brasier, and Oliver Smith die 
painter, who are both very happy with their wives ; they are both home 
brioging hosbonds, and Imve every day a hot joint of meat. I know 
not yet what 1 shall do, but as T like to walk to Vauxhall I will meet 
von at the Batteiy on Sunday after dinner, and then we will talk morr 
ef the BMtier. f am* dear Jack, jonr Meat honble eervant 
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LETTER 114. 
iFV-om the GentUman.* 
MADAMf 

It WM » c|ae8tion among the stoics, wbether tlie whole of Inmua lU* 
afforded meet pleasure or pain 1 For my own part, I have alwaja 
wialied to consider things in their fairest light, but I oAen find my reso- 
btion weakened ; and when I liiink to act tlie philosopher, I feel mjr 
self nothing bat a roan. When my late wile dim, about two years ago, 
I proposed making the tour of England, that by mixing with strangeri 
my thoughts might be led from fruitless reflections on tlie loss I bnd sua- 
tamcd : a loss which none but myself knew. It is true, it has been so 
far successful that it has taught roe two thinsR : first, resignation to tlw 
will of heaven ; and secondly, that I am still unhappy in the want of a 
female partner. The agreeable company at the house of your worthy 
brother obliged me to spend more time at York than I at first intended. 
Dor did I know until I had proceeded some miles that I should be oblig- 
ed once more to return. In short, madam, I am a second time in love; 
and although you may be disposed to laugh, yet I assure ytm I am in 
real earnest ; your own dear self is tlie ooject. But perhaps }oa will 
ask, how happens all this 1 I answer, tliat I cannot tell how it happens. 
But I am really fond of domestic life, and am once more resolved to al- 
ter my condition. I cannot flatter, and I tliiiik both you and I have liv- 
ed long enough to judge for ourselves. There was^ somewhat pleaiMed 
me much in the prudent manner you conduct tlie afj^irs of your brother*! 
bouse ; but, as be is on tlie point of being married, that employmeot 
will cease when the otlier event takes place. I did not hear that yo« 
was engaged by promise to any otlier ; and as you have heard some- 
thing concerning my family, character, and circumstances, you aremor* 
able to judge whetlier my present proposal is for your interest. In case 
you have any objections to my having children, I can only say that they 
will be easily answered. I have told you before tliat I have only two 
young datidifers now at a boarding school, and I have settled each of 
their marria^ portions, and the remainder is entirely fur myself; and, 
without being any real prejudice to my cliililren, is more than sufficient 
for us both. As to tlie common objection against being a step mother, I 
think it may be easily answered, when I tell you, that my children will 
treat you with all manner of respect. I do not imagine you can esteem 
nie worse fur loving my children; J have too good an opinion of you to 
think so ; and as for the o<lious ap|>el!ation8 usually thrown out against 
step mothers, they can only be considered, by a lady crif your sensibility, 
as the efl^ect of prejudice, operating upon vulgar minds, occasioned by 
ine conduct of some inhuman wretches, who are a disgrace to society, 
and who would have acted in the saine manner bad they been placcHd u 
any other station in life. Your own good sense will point out the prb- 
priety of what I say. From what I have written yoa will be abfe ta 
judft whether or not the proposals I have now maoo trt apparent^ hi 

*TIm six fblfowiog aro gmwiM, mmI paand between » 
i^dy m Englaiid some timo a^, but were once balbra 
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vour real advantage. All that I desire is, to live in arai.y «iid friead- 
fliiip with the woman on whom I have placed my affections, as long as 
I am in this world. Every tliioff in my power will he cKeried to mak/^ 
you as happv as poFsible, as I think, if I am not mistaken, every part 
of your cbn(luct will entitle you to descn'e it. I hope you will not defer 
sending me an answer, as I shall wait for it with the utmost impatieooe. 
I am, madam, yonn sincerely and affectionately. 

LETTER 115. 
The Lady*» Anmotr, 

SIR, 

I liave just received your letter, and for mv own part most say that 
you have acted tlie philosopher extremely well. I tlioojght that love let- 
ters liad not usually been extracted from Seneca or Epictetiis ; bat w^ 
do I wonder, wlien even a lady now alive went through the drud^ry of 
learning tlie Greek language, m order to acquire the honor of being the 
translator of the latter. However, she has got far enough, and I nave 
not any intention of following her, but shall consider my lover's philo> 
Bophical letter. 

Whilst you remained at our house, I must acknowledge, thiU your 
company was agreeable, and our assiduity to please arose from a oon- 
iciousnein of your merit as a gentleman, although at tliat time neither 
my brother nor myself had the most distant thoughts of ever hearii^ 
such a proposal as yo'*r letter contains. It is our common practice to 
entertain strangers in Jie same manner as we did you, which is consis- 
tent with old English hospitality, and sometliing like tlie conduct of th« 
ancient patriarchs. 

The proposal which you have sent me is of too serious a nature to be 
treated ligluly ; it requires to be considered witli tlie greatest attention, 
especially as a wrong step of that sort not only destroys all hopes of 
temporal happiness, but what is infinitely worse, oAen endan^rs that 
which is eternal. I doubt not but you have seen many iatal instances 
of this melancholy truth, v\z : That those who were bound by the most 
solemn engagements to go hand in hand through aiBuence and pover^, 
have often prevented the one, and hastened those afflictions inseparably 
connected witli the other. The consideration of those thin^ presents 
OS with a glaring proof of the corruption sf human nature in general, 
and particularly its most desirable state, pretended conjiigal felicity. 
The causes from which unhapfiiness arises in families are various ; and 
although I never was a wife, yet I have seen many fatal instances of 
their pernicious effects. 

You yourself seem to be aware of this id the objections stated ia 
your let*er ; and although I have convincing proofs that your circum* 
stances are consistent witli your representation of them, yet the second 
objection is mit so easily answered ; nor, indeed, have you done it to my 
satisfaction. Your answers to tlie common objections made ajgainat 
step mothers are altogether rational ; they are what reason will at aB 
timeK dictate, and prudence ou every occasion require ; but you will ex^ 
ctise me if I tell yoo sincerely, that even in the o|iinion of tbe refl e ct in g 
pait of the worid, the life of a step mother is far more di s agr Bs aM a 
6 
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dnn you endeavor to persuade me. AH eyes are upon them, and avM 
tiieir virtues construed into fruits. I aduiowledge that it could never 
enter into tlie mind of a rational creature, I mean one that is really so, 
Liat a woman should tyrannize over two or three orphans, tor no other 
reason, save only that their mother was their father^ ionner wife.— 
This would prove her guilty of tliree of the most odious crimes, capabia 
of being committed in tlie conjugal state. First, inhumanity to the de- 
ceased motlier ; secondly, cruelty to die surviving children ; and lastly, 
a total disrespect to her husbana. For what woman would esteem toe 
man, or what regard could she tliink he would have for her children, if 
he did not treat, or cause to be treated with tenderness, those who were 
born of a woman equally dear with herself 1 But you know, sir, tha* 
we live in the world ; and few, I believe, would choose to have their 
lives rendered unhappy if tliev could possibly avoid it. Your character, 
circumstances, and accomplishments, might entitle you to a much better 
wife than me ; but, I confess tlie above reasons weigh strong in my mind 
against such a connexion; and unless they are answered more to my 
latisfuction Uian what you have already done, I should choose to remab 
Rs I am. In the mean time, I shall be glad at all times to hear from 
vou, and am, Your sincere well wisher. 

LETTER 116. 
The Oentleman*t Reply. 

LEAR MADAM, 

I have always thought there were none more ready to eondaon die 
oonduct cf others than those who are most guilty themselves, and of thk 
your letter is a most convincing proof. Do not be surprised, for 1 am 
really in earnest. You have accused me of acting the philosopher, 
whilst you seem much better acquainted with those sages than myael^ 



cause he prefers a woman to the rest of her sex, must he act the part 
of a fool to obtain her 1 I dare venture to say ^oa will answer in the 
negative. Your letter contains so many prudential reasons for refusing 
my offer, tliat I should be stupid indeed if I did not consider them as the 
result of a well informed iudgroent. All the objection I have to them is, 
that thev appear too much grounded on popular censure. I believe ^oo 
are well ao<|(iaintcd witli tlie world, and you know that the best actioBS 
have been misrepresented, and the most amiable characters traduced. 
Nor has this l>een confided to any one station in life ; it has diffused it- 
self through them all ; and, although its tnleful influence has uflen ren- 
deied innocence miserable, yet the prudent will despise it with that 
contempt it so justly merits. Virtue is its own reward ; and happinens 

" Deaf to folly's call. 

Attend tlie music of Uie mind.** 
Whilst a woman of your good sense has the answers of a good oob- 
science in approbation of your conduct, how insignificant must the oivi- 
•us censures of malico appear, wheo compared with real neace of nt 1 
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. mleed, I tnink I shall not be guilty of UMphemy wheD f call your re- 
fiDcment of sentiment, faUe dekedey. However, ai I said before, I 
am really in earnest ; and, if I have not fixTmed an errooeoos jodgment, 
you are the only person I have conversed with, since I became a wid- 
ower, mth whom I think I can live happy. Ajid will yon, madam, be 
so cruel as to reject my suit 1 I do not tbink it is ooosistent with your 
good nature ; and, altuousfa I think it is beneath a genero us mind to 
purchase a wife, yet I shall be willing to make you a settlement ade- 
quate to your utmost wishes, besides a snfficieney fer yoor duldrai, if 
we should be blessed with any. Yoor answer to this is i m prti e i i t ly «z* * 
pectedby Toor real admirer. 

LETTER 117. 
Fi'om the Lady, In Antwtr. 

SIR, 

I perused your letter, and begin to be afraid that I have tampered wilk 
joa too long, to conceal the r^ sentiments of my mind ran one lo 
justly entitled to know them as you are. 

My objections, I assure yea, sir, were not the efBoct of levity, bit 
arose from the most mature deliberation ; nor would I, on any aocoinC» 
impose on the man to whom I intended to give my hand, aadcooseqaenl- 
ly my heart. This would have been ar crime attended with more aggra- 
vated circumstances than any which you have mentioned, and less enti- 
tled to an excuse. Hypocrisy is the same under whatever Gharader it 
appears ; and the person who is guilty of it in the smaUest matters wiH 
be equally so in the greatest. Your answer to my objections are alto- 
gether satisfiictory, and I am now convinced that I may now become 
your wife, and at die same time at least a nominal mother to your chil- 
dren; I say nominal, for although I should on all occasions considsr 
myself obliged to act with humanity to your children as well as my own, 
vet I may be still named by tlie 'above appellation. However, as your 
person, company and conversation are agreeable,' i|nd as your character 
stands unimpeached, I am almost jnclii^ to try that life to which I - 
have been hitherto a stranger. It is, I assure you, with diffidence, and 
if attended with any unfavorable circumstances, may possibly be mora 
my fault than yours. We cannot foresee future events, and are there- 
fore obliged to leave them to the direction of an unerring Providenoe* 
I shall therefore not detain yon any lonser, but only to inform you, that 
my brother was married yesterday to J^iss Bright j may every happi- 
ness attend them both in time and eternity ! You will receive a letter 
encloeed from him, and you may be assured tliat I have not now any ob- 
jections against being connected with you for life. The time fixed for 
that perit^ depends entirely upon your own choice and appointmeDt, 
and I think you cannot reasonably desire more. All that 1 desire, is 
only to be treated consistently with the professions you have alretu]^ 
made. If so, I think I ca*«not fail of beim^ as happy as is consistent 
with the state of aftairn m diis world, and f do not look for miracles.— 
As )*ou will doubtless be much hurried before you set out for London« 
one letter more will be sufficient till I see you ; in the mean time, may 
you rest content and happy. I am v<^Hn truly. 
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LETTER 119. 

F\rom tht Genlltmant ^fter Ms arrioal in London, to tko Jtdt^ 4k 

the country, 

MT DEAR, 

For 8o I must now call ]^ou; I arrived here is«t might, and emfacaot 
diia first opportunity of writing. 

What a busy place is London ! What a variety of objects, strai^ 
faces, and wliat a continual hun^ of busuieaa ! llie citixens acquriiy 
fortanes by trade, whilst the nobility and gentry are sqnanderis^ away 
their estates left them by their ancestors ; but such has always been the 
conduct of mankind in trading nations. One sows, anothec r«ap8, whi!it 
a third part enjoys the fruit of their labor. For my own part, I am 
neither fund of gaiety nor solitude. In all things tliere is a medium, 
which ought to be preferred to extremes. A sudden eleratbn to affitt* 
Ance or grandeur, and a sudden fall from eitlier, are equally dangeroqp : 
the one too often plunges the person into all sorts of immorality, whilst 
the effects of the other are most commonly despair. I would duwm to 
>pend three inontlM in even^ year in London, and the remainder in tilt 

miry. Tlii^, in my opinion, is a more rational scheme thaa the pres- 
eiit Mode of continually hurrying from place to place, without scaroa 
eve relishing the pleasures of any. But 1 had ahnoet forgot to whom 
I am writing. As soon as I have setded my afikirs here, which will 
take up about three weeks, I intend goinff to Windsor, to visit my 
daushters at tlieir boarding school, and from *^nce hasten to your 
brother's, when I hope that union will take place which must terminata 
only with our lives. I have employed my attorney to draw up articlfli 
of a jointure for yoo, and which I shall brii^ along with me, tobesioa* 
ed in the presence of yonr friends. I hope your brother and his wi& 
are well. I received his excellent letter, and heartily thank him for the 
contents. I am, my dear, yours Mocerely and a&ctioaately. 

LETTER m>. 
From a Lover to his Mistrees, lately recovered from siekneM, 

MT DEAR, 

This day's post has brought me the joyful nevrs of your happr r«dor> 
ery. ^ The indispensr W necessity I was under of attending my tm sin e ai 
at this place hindered me from behoMing, on a sick bed, all that is dear 
to me in the world ; but I need not persuade yoo to believe this, as I 
hope you have had sufficient proofs of my fiden^ ; and what I hava 8af> 
fered on a<^unt of your ilhiess may be felt but not expressed. When 
I took the letter in my hand I trembled, and possibly should not hor* 
bad courage to open it had not the seal been red. To one op pres se d 
with fear the smallest matter yields a glimpse of hope. I opooed the 
letter, and yfki may easily imagine what was my joy, when, mstead of 
reading an account of your d^th, it contained the delightful news ol 
yoor recovery, written oy your father. 

Ah I thought I, my eharaser is still weak, or she would not have eon. 
ployed anotMr hai|d. 

Thi»ledmat»finra nmfm; Urt I hop^ that God, Whosa grttA 
6* 
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posal which you have made obliges me to thank yoo heartily for the 
conleats. 

Af I have no objections either to your person or character, yoa wiV 



} against ^ 
least aversion. 

You well know, at least I imagine so, that the proposal you hat* 
made me is a secret both to vour relations and friemto ; and would yoa 
desire me to rush precipitately into the marriage state, where I have th* 
greatest reason to fear that I should be looked upon witti contempt bv 
tiiose whom nature had connected me with ? 1 should conside/ m^selr 
obliged to promote the happiness of my husband ; and liow consistent 
would a step of ihat nature be witli such a resolution 1 You know that 
I was left an oiphan, and had it not been for tlie pious care of Mrs. Ba- 
ker, must have been brought up in a state of servitude. You know that 
I have no fortune, and were I to accept of your offer, it would lay me 
under such obligations as must destroy my lioerty. Gratitude and love 
are two very different things. The one supposes a benefit received, 
whereas the other is a free act of tlie will. Suppose me raised to the 
joint possession of your fortune, could I call it mine unless I hadbroiwfat 
you sometiiing aS an ec)uivalent ; or, have I not great reason to fear that 
you yourself may consider me "is under obligations inconsistent witli the 
character of a wife 1 I acknowledge the great generosity of your of- 
fer, and would consider myself happy could I prevail with rnvself to 
E refer to peace of mind the enjoyment of an affluent fortune. But as I 
ave been very sincere in my answer, so let me beg that you will eradi 
cate a passion, which, if nonrbhed longer, may prove fatal to us both. 

Yours with great respect. 

LETTER 128. 
Tht OtntUman*§ Rq^, 

MT DEAR SOPHIA, 

Was it not cruel to start so many objectiom 1 Or oouki you snppoet 
me cjipable of so base an action as to destroy your freedom and peace 
of mind % Or do you tliink that I am capable of ever forgettins yoo, 
or being happy in the enjoyment of another 1 For God's sake do not 
mention gratitude any more. Your many virtues entitle yon to much 
more than I am able to give ; but all that I have shall be yours. With 
respect to my relations, 1 have none to consult beside my mother and mt 
uncle, and their consent, and even approbation, are already obtained. 
You have often lieard my mother declare, that she preferred my har- 
ness with a woman of virtue to the greatest fortune ;^ and although I mr- 
tot to mention it, yet I had communicated my sentiments to her before 
I had opened my mind to you. Let me beg you will by aside all those 
unnecessary scruples, which only serve to make one unhappy who u al. 
ready struggling under all the anxieties of real and genuine love. It u 
in your power, my dear, to make me happy, and none else can. I cav* 
not enjoy one moment's rest till I have your ansvrer, and then the happy 
time stall be fixed. Ut me be« that yo» will no start anv more ob.eo. 
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tions, imlea you are my real enemy ; but your tender nature cannot bf 
80 cruet. Be mine, my dear, and I am yours forever. My seivant 
shall wait for an answer to your sincere lover, whose sole happ«ne« is 
centred in you. Yours most affectionately. 

LETTER lai. 
The Lady*8 Rejoinder, 
tlR, ,, 

I find when one of your sex forms a resolution, you are determined tc 
CO through, whatever be tlie event. Your answer to my first objectiun 
1 must confess is satisfactory. I wisli I could say so of the others ; bu 
I find that if I must comply I shall be obliged to trust the remainder to 
yourself. Perhaps this is always tlie case, and the most rnutious have 
been deceived. However, si^ I have communicated the contents of 
your letter to Mrs. Baker, as you know she has been to me as a piuent 
She has no objection, and I am at last resolved to comply. I must giv« 
myself up to you as a poor friendless orphan, and shall endeavor to^ct 
consistent with the rules laid down and enforced by our holy religion 
and if you should so far deviate from the paths of virtue as to upbraid nia 
with poverty, I have no friends to complain to, but that God who is th« 
" fatlier of tlie fatherless." But I have a better opinion o." you than to 
entertain any such fears. I have led the time to your own appointment 
and let me lieg that you will continue in the practice of diat virtuous ed- 
ucation which you have received. Virtue is its own reward, ami I can- 
not be unhappy with the roan who prefers the duties of religion to gaiety 
and dissipation; * I am yours sincerely. 

LETTER 125. 
F^om a Lady to a Gentleman, complaining of indifference 

SIR, 

However light you may make of promise^, yet I am foolish enough to 
consider them as something more than trifles ; and am likewise induced 
to believe that the man who voluntarily breaks a promise will not pay 
much regard to an oath ; and if so, in what liffht must I consider your 
conduct 1 Did I not give you my promise to be yours, and had you no 
other reason for soliciting than merely to gratify your vanity 1 A brutal 
gratification, indeed, to triumph over the weakness of a woman whoes 
greatest fault was that she loved you. I say loved yoa, for it was in 
consequence of that passion I first consented to become yours. Hai 
your conduct, sir, been consistent with my submission, or your own sol- 
emn profession 1 Is it consistent with the character of a gentleman, 
first to obtain a woman's consent, and aflerwards boast that he had di» 
carded her, and found one more agreeable to his wishes 1 Do nol 
equivocate ; I have too convincing proofii of your insincerity ; I saw 
vou yesterday walking with Miss Benson, and am informed thatyo« 
have proposed marriage to her. Whate^ier you may think, sir, I have ■ 
spirit of disdain, and even of resentment, equal to yoor ingratitude, aaJ 
'caa treat the wretch with a proper indifference, who can make so siMkl 
a matter of the most solemn promises. Miss Bensoo «,4iy beoooia ymtf 
wifii, but ilie wiP noeive into her arms aperjorad husfaend ; mot mm m 
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ir tne Buperstnicuire be latting which is bailt on floch a shght (bondatioo 
C leave you to the stingg of your own conacience. I am tbi iigared. 

LETTER 126. 
Tke GerUleman^n Reply, 

MT DEAR MARIA, 

For by that name I must still call you ; has. cruelty enlerad into your 
ender nature, or has some designing wretch imposed on yoor creduliCyl 
My dear, I am not what you have represented. I am neither false nor 
perjured ; I never proposed marriage to Miss Benson ; I never intended 
rt ; and my sole reason for walking with her was, that I had been on a 
visit to her brother, wliom you know is my attorney. Acd was it any 
&ult in me to take a walk in the fields with him and his sister 1 €ure^ 
prejudice itiself cannot say sot but I am afraid yoo have been imposed 
jpon by i»ome designing person, who had private views and private ends 
to answer by such busmess. But whatever may have been the cause, . 
am entirely innocent ; and to convince yon of my sincerity, beg that tlie 
day of marriage may be next week. My affections never so much u 
wandered from the dear object of my knre ; in you are centred all mj 
hopes of felicity ; with yon only can I be happy. Keep me not in mia> 
ery one moment k>nger, by entertaining groundfess jealousies againet om 
who k>ves you in a manner superior to the whole of your sex ; and I 
can set at defiance even malice itself. L^ me beg your answer fay iny 
servant, which will make me either happy or miserable. I have sent a 
■nail parcel by the bearer, which I hope you will accept, and believ* 
me, my dear, * Yoon fi>c«nr. 

LETTER 127. 

From a yotmg Officer, ordered to his regiment in Minorea, to a 
young Lady tohom he had courted, 

ttY D£AR, 

I can scarce hold my pen. An order has just cow arrived from the 
#rar office, by which I am obliged to set sail tomorrow for Minorca, 
without having tlie pleasure of seeing you. What unhappiuess to us, 
and devastation among the buraa** race has the ambition of princes, and 
tlie perfidiousness of ministers occasioned ! Husbands obliged to leavn 
their wives, and their dear little children; every relation m broken; 
and we may well say with Addison — 

What havoc has ambition made ! 
But what is this to my present purpose 1 Like aQ others in a state of 
distraction, I am obliffed to write nonsense, if any thins can be so caO^ 
e<l where the nnroe of my dear charmer is found. Did yon know, niy 
dear, what n Ktriig^Ie I have between love and duty, you would consider 
me :iB an object of compassion. I am bound by the most solemn oaths 
u) be youri*, and at the same time doty obliges me to draw my sword h 
(k-ftMU'c o\ tne rights of my injured country ; and, whatever dangers may 
wait fnr iMe, I wutiid meet tlwm with the greatest clieerfidnesa were 1 
viK-i' '•f I <>j<:f-s.''ing one place in yoor heart. But why do I say one ^ * 
uiiwi iiiive all ur none ; I cannot bear tbt most distant thought that itm 



7D ON LOVE, COURTSHIP, 

wonld place your affections on another. No, my dear, were that to bap> 
pen, I would act the part of General Campbell, at the fatal battle of 
Fonteney, by rushing on the sword of the enemy to put an end to a wea* 
ry existence. I should cheerfully lay down my life, which could be >f 
small value, were I to be separated from }ou. But whv do I doubt 1 1 
Know my charmer is as virtuous ns she is beautiful, and that nothing but 
my own conduct can ever make her discard me. 

Bat is not absence death to those wlio love 1 However, I have die 
pleasing reBection yet left, that whilst I am in a distant part of the 
world, attending my duty, I shall be remembered by her whoee prayers 
for my preservation will be acceptable to that God who loves virtue, who 
is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Nothing in this world can ev« 
er be so dear to me as you are. Believe all I say, and I am happy. V 
I do any thing that may appear wrong, inform me of it, and it shall be 
my first care to confess my fault and amend. I desire year advice » 
every thing ; but, alas ! separation will render it difficult, though not 
impossible. Not having had time to settle with our agent,^ I have left 
an order for that purpose. Let me beg that you will vbit my dear 
mother; she will esteem it as % respect shown to me. I have often told 
you what an excellent woman she is, and I am fully persuaded you will 
find her so ; yes, more so than I ever mentioned. We are to stop at 
Gibraltar, where I hope to have a letter from you. If it nomes too late 
the Governor will forward it to Minorca. Once more, my dear, fare- 
well; continue to be mine, and all the vicissitudes and dangers of war 
will appear as trifles ; and, when peace shall again bless the nations, 1 
will fly on the winjgs of love to the arms of my dearest ai^el, and spond 
with her the remainder of my days. 1 am vour sincere lover. 

LETTER 128. 
The Lady*8 Annoer, 

DEAR CHARLES, 

If your hand could scarcely hold the pen, I am afraid this will appear 
nnintelligible, being wet with tears from b^inning to end. When your 
letter arrived we were drinking tea, and my father reading the new«pa- 
uer, wherein it was said that all the cfliceni in die army were ordered to 
join their regiments. I was a ^ood deal alarmed, but some hopes re- 
mained, till die fatal letter convinced ine that my suspicions were too 
well founded. Alas ! how vain are human expectations ! In the moru- 
ing we dream of happiness, and bcfoi*e evening are really miserable. I 
was promising to myself that one month would have joined our hands, 
and now we are separated, {lerhaps for years, if not forever. For, how 
do I know but the next post may bring me an account of your beihj 
killed in battle, and then farewell every thing in this world. My pleas- 
inff prospects will then vanish, and, although unmarried, will remain a 
widow till death. And is it possible you ran doubt one monicnt of my 
sincerity ; or do you think that those affections can ever be plarctl on 
another which were first placed on you, froai a convincing proof of vuiir 
accomplishments and merit 1 No, my dear, my fldeliiy lo you sliall re- 
SAuin as unspotted as this pai)er, before ii was blotioti widi'inU and be 
dewed with tears. I know not how others luvc, but my eiig'<^cuieiits 
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we Cor eternity. Yoo desipe me to remind yoa of joor doty. I know aot 
of aoy faultB, nor am I disposed to look w them. I dbobc not bat the 
religious edocatioQ you have received in yoor youth will enable you to 
resist the strongest temptation ; and, like that everlastnig honor to the 
arm^. Col. Gardner, allboii^^ not afraid to fight Yet you will be afraid 
to sm. However terrifying it may be to meet deatn in the field, yet it k 
far more awful to appear before a just God whom we have ofiended by 
our iniquities. I have been reading Hume's History of England, who 
says, tliat at the battle of Hastings, when the Saxon monarchy was 
overthrown by the Normans, the latter, thowh under arms all nignt, yet 
were fervenv m their devotions, wbibt the Cnj^lish, who thought them* 
selves secure of victory, were spending their time in riot and dmnkea 
oess. But, alas ! the nex uay exhibited a different soeiie. The Nor* 
mans became conquerors after killing many thonsandB of die enemy | 
and such are commonly ine fatal effects of debanchefy. There is not 
one body of people in the world accused of irreligion more dmn the 
military, and from the very nature of their employment none are more 
obliged to practice every Qiristian duty. They see thoosaads of their 
fellow creatures hurried into eternity, nor do they know bet the next 
may be themselves. My dear Charles,^ never be ashamed <Mf religioB. 
A consciousness of }'Our integriw will inspire you with real eoorage m 
the day of battle ; and if you should at last die in defence of the joit 
rights of your country, the divine favor will be your oomfort throogh 
eternity. In the mean time my prayers shall constantly be for year 
safety and preservation, and my earnest hopes fixed on your happy re- 
turn. 

I have obtained leave of my parents to reside with your mother dn»- 
in^ the. summer, which will at least be some consolation to me in yoor 
ai):<«fni*«. Let mc hear from you as often as possible, but nevei doubt of 
my fidelity. Consider me as already yours and I am satisfied.^ Fare- 
well, ray dear, and may the wisdom of God direct you, and his provi- 
dence be your guard, is the sincere prayer ofher who prefen yoa oefor* 
all the world. 

LETTER 129. 
From a Gentleman to a young Lady of ntperior f&rhOM, 

WiADAM, 

I can no longer do so great violence to my own inclinations, and in- 
justice to your charms and merits, as to retain within my own breast 
Uiose sentiments of esteem and affection with which you have inspT- 
ed me. 

1 should have hazarded this discovery much sooner, but was restra. i- 
ed by a dread of meeting censure for my presumption in aspiring to a 
lady'whom l)eauty, wit, and fortune have conspired to raise so high 
alxive my reasonable expectations. 

Vou have judgment enough, both of your own good qualities, and the 
characters of those with wltoin you converse, to make a proper estimate 
of my sincerity on this Occasion. I am above deceit, and have not 
ihereforc, at any period of our acquaintance, pretended to ha a man of 
greaat-r pr(>|)Rrty iliun 1 am, which conduct I hope will tend to onnvfaioe 
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yoa of ny geaeml niocerity. Believe me, mv deiureet Annette, were 
our circoinstances reversed, I should hardly take to myself the credit of 
doin^ a generous action, in overlooking tlie consideration of wealth, and 
making you an unreserved tender of my hand and fortune* I shall await 
tour answer in a state of unpleasant impatience, and therefore rely on 
your himuuiity not to keep roe long in suspense. 

I am, madam, your most humble servant. 

LETTER 180. 
Fhe Answer* 

•IR, 

Giving you credit, as I do, for an elevation of mind capable of the 
■Mist aencrous sentiments, I cannot believe you guilty of the meanness of 
■pecnutting on the heart of a lady with a view to her property. Know- 
ing your accomplished manners, and cultivated understanding, I feel the 
gi^atest obligation to you for the polite and affectionate declaration con- 
tained in your letter. In an affair of so much importance, however, 1 
niust refer myself entirely to the discretion of my father. At the same 
time 1 iQust caution you against feeling hurt at minute inquiries, and res- 
«>liite objections, which pefhaps may te made ; young people think too 
little of wealth, old ones perhaps too much ; but I know my father's 
prudence and kindness so well, as to pledge myself to abide by his final 
decision, whatever pain it may cost me. Yet I advise you not to des- 
pair of success, as you will find a warm and zealous advocate in 

Your sincere friend and humble servant. 

LEITER 131. 
^om, a OentUman of some fortune, who had seen a Lady in pub- 
lic, to her Mother. 

MADAM, 

I shall be very happy if you are not altogether unacquainted widi the 
■ame which is at the buttoni ofthib letter, since thiit will prevent me tiie 
necessity of saying soinc things concerning myself which had better be 
heard from otiiers. Hoping that it may be so, I shall not trouble you 
on that head ; but only say, that 1 have the honor to be of a family not 
mean, and not wholly without a fortune. 

I was yesterday, madam, at tiie rehearsal at St. Paul's, and havt 
been informed that a lady who commnnde.i my attention there has the 
happiness to be your daugiitcr. It is on ucutount of that lady that 1 no%« 
write to you ; Ixit I am aware yon will say this is a rash and an idl« 
manner of attempting an acquaintance. 1 have always been of 0))inion 
that nothing deserves censure which is truly iKmorable and undisguised. 
I take the freiedom to tell you, madam, thai i lielieve she is worthy of a 
much better offer ; but 1 am assiircd my happiness will depend upon her 
accepting or refusing this. In the first place I request to know wheth- 
er the lady be engaged, for I am an entire stnmgei' ; and if she l>e not, 
I beg, that after having informed yourself who it tn that wishes to be h: 
briNiuced to her, you wdl do me the favor of letting me l)e ans%vered. I 
im very much an enomy, madam, to the usual noik*en8e upon tliese oo- 
easious; but it would U '<^ice to mvself to concUirle witluuH sayinf 
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that my mind woald Iw very ill at ease UDtil I know how this addraei m 
* e, madam, with the sreatett respect. 
Your very obedient oumble aarraat. 



received. 1 have the honor to be, madam, with the greatest respect, 

' " tt bumble I 



LETTER 132 
Tlu Mother't Aiuwer, 

• IR, 

The letter which you bare done me the honor to write to me speakf 
you a gentleman and a man of sense. I am sorry to aoonaiat yon, thul 
after wich a prepusscssion in your (kvor, I am for more tnan (me reasofl 
desirous to decline the offer you are pleased to make o^f an alliance ia 
tiy family. My daughter is very deir to me, and I think she has casi 
an e}'e ewewbere : I thiuk there is sometliing indelicate and improper in 
this wild manner of engaging m an attachment, and in pleading in favor 
)i it. I wish you had known my daughter more before you luid spoke 
ro mucli, and had met with me among my acquaintance to have men- 
tioned it. 1 am convinced, sir, I do not think more of yoo than I may 
with jusr ice, when I confess to yoo that I believe you would be mora 
dtan an equal mairh for my daughter ; for though slie has (and sullbr 
me, sir, although slie is my child, to say it) great merit, her fiNrtnne, al* 
though not quite inconsiderate, is not great. Yoe will see, sir, thiU I 
velvet in my opinion u|x>n this subject ; biU ^ou must attribute it 
lo the true cause ; and Ijelieve that every thing whicli has, be it ever so 
remote, a tendency to my daughter's welfare, will make me very cau- 
tious of determining, 'to give you my final sense, (at least what is fi- 
nal to me at present) I have not'a thought of asking who it is that hai 
tlius favored us, nor would advise my daughter to remember it. I thank 
you, sir, in her name as well as my own, for tlie honor you intend as, 
and am, sir. Your most obedient servant. 

LETTER 133. 

ly-om a young Tradttman to a Oentieman, aemrmg permurion to 
visit hia Daughter, 

SIR, 

1 flatter myself tluit the intrgrity of my intentmn will excuse thefino** 
dom of these few linci>, wlu>reby i nni to acquaint you of the great r»* 
gard and esteem I have for N-our daughter. I would not, sir, atteionpl 
any indirect address, that should have lite least appearance of inconsis* 
iency with her duty to you, and my iionorable views to her, choosing by 
your influence, if I may approve myself to you wortli^ of Uiat lienor, te 
commend myself to her a(}proliation. You are not msensible, sir, bv 
the cr'^dit lliave niuierro preserved in tL« world, ofni|r ability, by God • 
Ijietising, to make her happy. This ratiier emboldens me to request th? 
favor of an evcningN conversation with you, at your first convenience « 
when I will more fully explain myself, as 1 earnestly hope, to yotu* sat- 
isfaction, and take ray encouragement or discouragement from yourowD 
mouth. I am, sir, in the mean time, with* great respect, 

>j /our humble servant. 
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LETTER 184. 
From the »ami to the young Lady, by permutUm qf the I^Oher, 

KISS, 

I hope I ■hall stand ezcowd in ventoring to mahe known to your hon- 
ored father the great desire 1 have to be thoqeht worthv of a relation to 
him. As he has not discouraged me in the nopcs I Lave entertained, 
that I may possibly be not unacceptable to him, and to all yoor worthy 
fiunily, 1 propose to do myself the honor of ,a visit to yoa next Monday, 
rhoogh he ma been so good as to promise to introdooe me, and I make 
no doubt has acquainted yoa with it, I nevrardieless give yon the trouble 
of these lines, that I mignt not appear wantiw in any outward demon- 
itration of that inviolable respect with which I am, dear Miss, 

^ Your devoted humble servant. 

LETTER 1S5. ' 
Urom a Widow to a young Man, r^eeHng hie §uiL 

SIR, 

The objections I have to make to the pro|X)sal contained in your let- 
ter are but few, but they demand some attention, and will, I boieve, be 
rather difficult to be answered. 

You are, by your account, two and twenty ; I ami by mine, six and 
forty. You are too young to know the duties of a fiither ; I have a son 
who is seventeen, and consequently too old to learn the duties of a son 
from one so little his senior. Thus much with respect to age. As to 
the little fortune I possess, I consider myself as merely a trustee for my 
diildreo, and will not therefore impose on you by ncosding to the com- 
mon report tliat I am rich. However, as you have borne a lieutenant's 
commission these threo years, as you tell me, you may have reserved 
out of the profits of that a sufficient sUm to obviate every difficulty on 
that head. 

I will press diese objects no farther ; when you have convinced ms 
that in point of age, fortune and morals, you are snch a person as I can, 
without reproach, take for a husband^ and admit as a guardian of mj 
children, I shall cease to think, as I now candidly confess I do, that mo- 
tives far from honorable, or disinterested love, have influenced your ap* 
plication. Till that happens I most regret that an iU-timed effiut of 
gallantry on your part deprives me of the pleasure of subscribing my- 
'eelf Your sincere friend. 

LETriR 136. 

F)rom a young Lady to a Oentleman that courted her, wnom ehe 

could not etteem, but forced by her parente to receive hie oistfs. 

SIR, 

It is ao exceedinglv ill return tliat I make the respect you have (or 
me, when 1 acknowledge to you, Uiough die day qf our marriage is ap- 
pointed, tliat I am incaf>abie of loving you. Yon may have olwefved m 
the long cnnversations we have had at those times th«U wo were left to- 
gether, tliHt some secret hung upon my mind. I was obliged to an am 



biguoos behavior, and durst not reveal myielf ftunher, beoMHO wj mclb- 
er, from a ckwet uear where we sat, codd hear our oonvemSipn. I 
have strict commands from both my parents to receive you, and am Vi> 
done forever unless you will be so kind and meroos as to rafiiBO ■»• 
Consider, sir, the misery of bestowing yourself upon one who can ham 
no prospect of happiness but from your death. T^his is a ounftasaMi 
made perhaps with offensive sincerity ; but that oooduct is amch to ha 
preferred to a covered dislike, whicn could not but pall all the sweaH 
of life, by imposing on you a companion that dotes and biQguishes for 
another. I will not go so far as to say, roy passion lor the gentlemaa 
whose wife I am by promise, would lead me to any thing cruniaal agaiait 
your honor. I know it is bad enough to a man of your sense to expect 
nothing but forced civilities in return for tender endearments, and cold 
esteem for undeserved love. If you will on this occasion let reason take 
place of passion, I doubt not but fate has in store for yon some worthier 
object, on whom you can depend* for a reciprocal affection, in reoom« 
pence of ^our goodness to the only woman who ooold be insensible to 
your merit. I am, air, yoor moat bumble servant. 

LETTER 137. 

^oai a ycung iMdy in the emaUry to her Father, aequamUng hvm 

vrith an offer made to her qf Marriage* 

HOHORED FATHER, 

My dut^ teaches me to acquaint you with a circumstance which imqf 
become or importance to me. 

A gentfeman of this town, whose name is Smith, and by business a 
linen draper, has made some overtures to my cousin Arnold, in the way 
of courb^ip to me. M^ cousin has broi^ht him once or twice into my 
company, as he has a high opinion of him and hb circumstances, tie 
has been set up three years, possesses a very good business, and lives in 
credit and fashion. He is about twrenty-seven yeirs old, and is very 
good looking in his person. He seems not to want sense or manners, 
and is come of a good family. He has opened his mind to me, and 
boasts how well he can maintain me ; but I assure you, sir, I have giveo 
him no encouragement, yet he resoWes to persevere, and pretends extra- 
ordinaiy affection and esteem. I would not, sir, by any means omit Ip 
acquaint you with the beginning of an affair; that woiiUd show' a diso- 
bedience unworthy of vour kind indulgence and affection. Pray ghrs 
my bumble duty to my nonored mother, love to my brother and suter^ 
and my best respects to all my friends. 

I am your <>ver dutiful daqghtei 

LETTER 188. 
The Anewer, 

DEAR ELIZA, 

I have received your letter of the first instant, relating to the addrsM* 
es of Mr Smith. I would advise yon neitlier to encourage nor discour- 
age his suit; for if, on inquiry into liis chara'teir and circumstances, I 
shall find tliat they are answerable to your cous.u't good opinion of them 
and his own assurances, 1 know not but his suit muv be wunliy of at* 
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tention. However, mv dear girl, consider that men are decei*Ai1, tifttl 
always put the best side outwards. It may possibly, on theslrict tnqtii- 
ry which Uie nature and importance of the case demands, come out fiaur 
otherwise than it at present appears. Let me, therefore, advise you to 
act in this matter with great prudence, and that you make not yourself 
too cheap, for men are apt to slight what is too easily obtained. In the 
mean time he may be told, that you are entirely resolved to abide by my 
determination in an affair of this great importance. This wiD put him 
€B applying to me, who, you need not doubt, will in this case, na in all 
others, study your good. Your mother gives her blessing to uou, and 
joins in the advice you here receive from Your affectionate nuher. 

LETTER 139. 
F)rom Mr. SwAth to the young LadyU FkUhtr, 

HONORED SIR, 

Though personally unknown to you, I take the liberty to decWre the 
mat value and affection I have for your amiable daughter, whom I have 
nad the honor to see at my friend's house. I should think mysr If en- 
tirely unworthy of her favor and your approbation, if I could have 
thought of influencing her resolution but in obedience to your ple»sure, 
as I sliould, on such a supposition, offer an injury likewise to uiat pru- 
dence in herself which I flatter myself is not tlie least of lier amiable 
oerfections. If I might have the honor of your countenance, sir, on 
this occasion, I would open mvself and circumstances to you ia that 
frank and honest manner, which should convince you of the sincentyof 
my affection for your daughter, and at the same time of the honorable- 
ness of my intentions. In the meac time, I will in general say, that I 
have been set up in business, in the linen drapery way, upwards of three 
years ; that I have a very good trade for the time ; ana that I had a 
thousand dollars to begin with, which I have improved to fifteen liun- 
dred, as I am ready to make appear to your satisfaction ; that I am de- 
scended of a creditable family, have done nolhbff to stain my character, 
and that my trade is still fiirtlier improveable,asI shall, I hope, enlarge 
my capital. This, sir, I thought but honest and fair to acquaint yoa 
with, that you might know something of a person who soes to yoa ibi 
your countenance, and tliat of your good lady, in an aflaur that I hopa 
may one day prove tlie greatest happiness of my life, as it must be, if I 
can be blessed with that and your daughter's approbation. In hopes of 
which, and the favor of a line, I take the liberty to subscribe myself 
;Qod sir. Your obedient and humble i 



LETTER 140. 
From a Gentleman to a Lady whom he aceueet of ineonsianey* 

MAD\M, 

You will not, I presume, be surprised at a letter in the place of a Tie 
k from one who cannot but have reason to believe that it may find as 
ready a welcome as he would himself. 

You should not 8npppo5!e, if lovers have lost their sight, that theil 
I HI e nil banished : and if I refuse to believe my eyes when tlm 
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ihow me your ineoiMtaiicy, yoo most not wonder tbmt I cwmot stop my 
ears against the acooants of it. Pray let us imderstand one another 
properly ; for I am afraid we are deceiving oorselves all thb while.— > 
Am I a person whom you esteem, whoee fortune you do not despise, and 
whose pretensions yon encourage 1 Or am I a troublesome coxcomb, 
who ifUM^ myself particularly received by a woman who only laughs at 
me 1 If > I am the latter you treat me as I deserve, and I ought to join 
with you in saying I deserve it. But if it be otherwise, and you receive 
roe; as I think you do, as a person yon intend to marry, font is best to 
be plain on these occasions, pray tell me what is the oocaaiott of that 
universal ooquetry in public, whare every fool flatters yoo, and joa are 
pleased with the mealiest of them 1 And what can be the meaning of 
your showing so much attention to Mr. Marlow, which I am told you al- 
ways do when I am not in company 1 Both pf us, madam, vou cannot 
think of; and I ehould be sori^ to imagine, that when I had given yo« 
my heart so entirely, I shared yours with any other man. 

I have said a great deal too much to you, and yet I am tempted tosar 
more ; but I shall be silent. I b^ you wi 1 answer this, and I think 1 
have a right to expect that you wiH do it g nerously and hkhf. Do not 
mistake what is the' distraction of my heart for want of respect towards 
yoo. While I am writing thus, I dote on « oo, bot I cannot bear to be 
deceived where nil my happiness b centred Your most nnhappy. 

LETTER 141. 
7%« Lady*9 Antwer. 

•IKf 

Did I make aO the allowance you desire in the end of your letter, I 
should not answer you at all. But aUhoi^h I am really unhappy to find 
vou are so, and the 'more so to find myself to be the occasion, I can 
nardly impute the unkindness and incivility of your letter to the single 
cause you would have me. However, as I would not be suspected of 
any thing that should justly such treatment from you, I think it neces- 
sary to inform you that what you liave hear4 has no more foundation 
than what you have seen ; however, I wonde that others' eyes sliould 
not be as easily alarmed as yours ; fur instead of being blind, lieiieve 
me, sir, you see more than there is to be seen. Perhaps, however, their 
sight is much sharpened by their unprovoked malice, as yours by. unde- 
served suspicion. 

Whatever may be the end of this dispute, for I do not think so lightly 
of kvers* quarrels as many do, I think it proper to inform yuir, that 1 
never thought favorably of any one but yourself; and I shall add, that if 
the faults of your temper, which I once little suspected, should make inc 
foar you too much to marry, you will not see me in that state with any 
other, nor courted by any lu the world. 

I (Ud not know tmit the gaiety of my temper gave you uneasiness; 
and you ought to have told me of it with less severity. If I am partic- 
ular m it, I am afraid it is a fault in my natural disposition ; but I would 
have' taken some pains to have sot the better of that, if I had known it' 
was disagreeable to you. T oiight to resent this treatment more than I 
do, bat «( not insult my weakneM on that head ; for a foultof that kind 
7* 
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would want the excuse tliis baa for my pardon, and might not be eaa»1y 
Df erkwked, thongh I could wish to do it. I should say that I would not 
see you to-dav, out you ha%'e an advocate tliat pleads for you much bel« 
ter than you do for yourself. I desire you will first carefully look oyer 
thb letter, for my whole heart is in it, and then come to me. 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER 142. 
F)rom a Father to hU Daughters, on Love and FHendehip. 

DEAR DAUGHTERS, 

The luxury and dissipation which prevail in genteel life, as it corrupts 
the heart in manv respeets, so it renders it incapable of warm, sincere, 
and steady friendship. A happy choice of friends will be of the utmost 
GonsequeLce ro you, as they may assist you with their advice and good 
offices. Bui the immea'ate gratification which is afforded to a warm, 
open and ineenuous hear*, is of itself a sufficient motive to court it. In 
the choice of your friends, have your principal regard to goodness of 
heart and ndefity. If they also possess taste and genius, that will make 
them still more agreeable and useful companions. You have particular 
reason to place confidence in those who have shown affection for you in 
your early days, when you were incapable of making them any return. 
This is an obligation for which you cannot be too grateful. If you have 
the good fortune to meet with any who deserve the name of friends, un* 
bosom yourself with tht: utmost confidence. It is. one of the worldV 
maxims, never to trust any person with a secret the discovery of which 
could give any pain ; but it is the maxim of a little mind and a cokl 
heart, unless where it is the effect of frequent disappointments and bad 
usaee. An open temper, if restrained but by tolerable prudence, wili 
make you on the whole much happier than a reserved, suspicious one, 
although you may sometimes suffer by it. Coldness and distrust ore the 
too certain consequences of age and experience ; but they are unhappy 
and unpleasant feelings, and it is unnecessary to anticipate them before 
their time. 

But however open you are in talking of your own affairs, never discov 
er the secrets of one friend to another. These are snored deposites, 
which do not belong to you, nor have you any right to make use of them 

There is another case in which I suspect it is proper to be secret, no* 
so much from motives of prudence as delicacy ; I mean in love matters . 
Though a woman has no reason to be ashamed of an attachment to a 
man of merit, yet nature, whose authority is superior to philosophy, has 
annexed a sense of shame to it. It is even loi^ before a woman of del- 
icacy dare avow to her own heart that she loves; and when all the sub- 
terfuges of ingenuity to conceal it from herself fail, she feels violence 
done both to her pride and to her modesty. This, I should imagine, 
must be always the case where she is not sure of a reciprocal attachmoit. 
In such a situation, to lay the heart open to any person whatever, dots 
not appear to me consistent with the perfection of female delicacy. Bat 
perhaps I am in the wrong. At the samie time I must tell you, that ia 
point of prudence, it concerns you to attend well to the conaequeneai of 
wcfc a discovery. These secrets, however important in your owe aiC^ 
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nution, \ lay appear very trifling to your friend, who poesibly will not 
enter into your leeiings, luit may rather ci>nsi(ler them m a subject of 
pleasantry. For tliis reason love tecrets are of all otbera Uie wont 
kept. But the consequences to you may be very serious, om no man <^ 
spirit and delicacy ever valued a heart hackneyed in the ways of lovo* 
If, therefore, you nnist haNe a friend to pour out jour heart to, he sort 
of her honor and secrecy. Let her not he a iijarried woman, especiallj 
if she lives happily with lier husband. There are certain unguarded 
moments in which such a. woman, tliough the beit and worthie«(t of her 
sex, may let hints escape, which, at other times, or In any other person 
than her husband, she woidd be incapable of; nor will a busljand, ia 
this case, feel himself under the same obligations of secrecy and honor 
as if you had put your confidence originally in himself, especially on a 
subject which the world is apt to treat so lightly. 

If all other circumstances are equal, there are obrioos advantages in 
your making friends of your brothers and sisters. The ties of blood, 
and your beiiip so much unued in one cammon interest, f(»rm an addi- 
tional bond of union to your friendsliip. If your brothers should liave 
the good fortune to have hearts stuiceptible of friendship, to possess 
trutli, honor, sense, and delicacy of sentiment, they are tlie fittest and 
most unexceptionable confidants. By placing confiiclence in them yon 
will receive cvei-y advantage which you couklhope for from the friend- 
ship of men, without any of the inconveniencies that attend such con* 
nexions with our sex. 

Beware of making confidants of your servants Dignity, not prop- 
erly understood, very readily degenerates iuto pride, wtiich enters into 
no friendships because it cannot bear an equal ; and is so fond of flatte- 
ry ps to grasp at it even from servants and depemlants. The most inti- 
mate confidants, therefore, of proud people, are valet-de-chamlM-es and 
waitin|r women. Show the utmost humanity to your servants ; make 
heir situation as comfortable to them as possible; bnt if j^mi make them 
your confidants you spoil them, and delmse yourselves. 

Never allow any person, under the pretended sanction of friendship, 
to be so familiar as to lose a proper respect for you. Nerer allow theoi 
to teaze you on any subject tliat is disagreeable, or where you have once 
taken your resolution. Many will tell you that this is inconsistent with 
die freedom which friendship allows, Uit a certain respect u necessary 
in friendship as well as in love : without it yon may be liked as a chikl, 
but will never be loved as an equal. Tlie temper and disposition of the 
heart, in your sex, make yon enter more readily into friendidiips than 
men. Your natiu^al propensity to it is so strong, that you often run into 
intimacies which ycu soon have sufficient cause to repent of; and this 
3iakes your friendships so very fluctuating. 

^ Another great obstacle to the sincerity, as well as steadiness of yew 
'riendships, is the great clashing of your interests in the pursoitsof iove, 
ambition, or vanity. For these reasons it would appear at first sight 
more eligible for you to contract your friendships with the men. Amoqg 
other obvious advanta^ of an easy intercourse between the tw& sexes. 
It occasions an emulauon and exertion in each to excel and be agreea- 
ble : hence their respective excellencies are motnally oommonicatad wad 
blended. 4v Mu^lr «nterMtp "n -lo legree intArfent ♦Vr» can ^nn 
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fNUidation for jealousy or suspicioo of rivalnhip. The frienddiip of a 
m^n for a woman is ahvap blended with a tenderness which he never 
feels for one of his own sex, even where love is in no degree concerned. 
Besides, we are conscious of a natural title you have to our protection 
and good offices ; and therefore we feel an additional obligation of hon- 
or to serve you, and to observe an inviolable secresy, whenever you con- 
fide in us. But applv diese observations with great caution. Thou- 
sands of women, of the best hearts and finest talents, have been ruined 
fa^ men who approached them under the specious name of friendship. 
But, supposing a man to have die most undoubted honor, yet his friend- 
ship to a woman is sa near akin to love, tliat if she be very agreeable 
in tier person, she will probably very soon find a lover where she onlj 
wisl>es to meet a friend. Let me here, however, vvarn you against thAt 
weakness so common among vain women, the imagination that every 
man who takes particular notice of you is a lover. Nothing can ex- 
pose you more to ridicule, than the taking up aman on the suspicioD 
of Iris being your lover, who, perhaps, '^ever once thought of you in 
that view ; thus giving yourselves those airs so common among silly wo- 
men on such occasions. I am, &e. 

LETTER 143. 
From the same to the tame, on the foregoing tuijeet, 

DEAR DAUGHTERS, 

There is a kind of unmeaning gallantry much practiced by some ipei* 
which if vou have any discernment you will really find very hormleH. 
Men of this sort will attend you to public places, and be useful to you 
by a number of little observances, which those of a superior class do ooC 
so well understand, or have not leisure to regard, or perhaps are too 
proud to submit to. Look on the compliments of such men as words of 
course, which they repeat to every agreeable woman of their acquaint- 
ance. There is a familiarity they are apt to assume, which a proper 
dignity in your behavior will be easily able to check. 

- riiere is a different species of men, whom you may like as agreeable 
companions, men of woith, taste, and genius, wboM conversation, in 
some respects, may be superior to what you generally meet with among 
diosc of your own sex. It will be ib^isn in you to aeprive yourself (^a 
useful and agreeable acquaintance, merely because idle people say he is 
your lover. Such a man may like your company, without having any 
design upon your person. People whose sentiments, and particularly 
whose taste correspond, naturally like to associate together, althoag\i oei« 
ther of them have the mdet distant view of any further connexbn. ^nf, 
us this similarity of minds oflen gives rise to a more tender attachment 
than friendship, it will be proper to keep a watchful eye over y ou rsdvea, 
lest your hearts become too far enffneed before yoa are aware of it. 

At the same time, I do not think that your sex, at least in thie partof 
the world, have much of that sensibility which disposes to such attadw 
meats. What is commonly called love among you is rather grathadew 
and partiality to the man who prefers you to tne^'est of your sex ; aad 

' soeh a man you oflen marry, with little either of personal eiCeeiii or 
afection. Indeed, without aa unueiial sliare of natural eentibilHf , aii 
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A very pee jliur gooJ fortune, a wranan io thii eomtrj km ymry littb 
probability ol marrying for love. It is a maxim laid dbwa wmut^ yon, 
and a very pr jdeot one it is, that love i« not to begin oa yoor part, bat 
is to be tlie consequence of oar attadiroent to you. Now, mppoai^ a 
woman to hav« sense and taste, she will not 6rA Baaay men to wbomsba 
can possibly be suppo<KHl to bear any considerable riiare of esteem. 
Among these few, it is a very great chance if any of them HMtinyiM|i^ 
hear particularly. Love, at least with us, b exceedingly ^^^ pr frmw, and 
will not always fix wltere reason says it should. But wipptwiiy ooa of 
them should become particularly attached to her, it is sCiU r r^ r rrn ^ 
improbable that lie should be tlie man in the world her heart Hiaat ap> 
proved of. 

As, therefore, naUire has not given you that unlimited range in yaw * 
choice which we eujoy, iilie lias wisely aiul beaevolentfy assined to vua 
a greater flexibilitv of taste on this subject. Some agreeaue qmditiei 
recfMnracnd a gentleman to good liking and friendship. Iq the coorw 
of his acquaint<-uicc be contracts an aitachmeat toyoo. When you per^ 
ccive it, it excites your gratitude ; tliis gratitude rises into a p rftfertr n CT^ 
and tlib preference perhaps at last advances to some degree of attach- 
ment, especially if it meets with crosses and diificakies; fur these, and 
a state of suspense, are very great incitements to attachment, and ara 
the (bod of love in bodi sexes. If attachment was not excited in your 
sex in tliis manner, tliere is not one in a million of you that would ever 
marry witli any degree of love. A man of taste and delicacy marries a 
woman beca use lie loves her more tlian any other. A woman of ecfuai 
taste and deHicacy marries him because she esteems him, and because he 
gives her tliut preference. But, if a man unfortunately becomes attach- 
ed to a woman whose heart is secrcdy pre-engaged* his attachment, in- 
stead of obtsaining a suitable return, is partiodarly ofiensive, and lif he 
persist to teaze her, makes himself equally di9 object of her ■oora and 
aversion. 

The effects of love among men are diversified by their different tepi- 
pers. An artful man mav counterfeit every one of them so easily as to 
impose on a young girl of an open, generous, and feeling heart, it she is • 
not extremely on her ^unrd. Tlie nnest parts in such a girl may not al- 
ways prove sufficient toi her security. 1 lie dark and crooked paths of 
cunning are unsearchable and inconceivable to an honorable and elevate . 
ed mind. 

The fullowing, I apprehend, are tlie most genuine efkcl» of an hon- 
orable passion among the men, and the most difficult to counterfeit. A 
man of delicacy oAen betra^'s his passion by his too great anxiety to 
conceal it, especially if he has little ho\yea orWng fortunate. 

True love in all its stages seeks concealment, and never expects suc- 
cess. It renders a man not only respectful, but timid in the highest d^ 
grce, in his behavior to tlie woman he loves. To conceal the awe he 
stands in of her, he may affect pleasantry, but it sits awkwardly on 
him, and he quickly relapses into seriomfuess, if not into dullness. He 
magnifies all her real perfections in his imagination, and is either blind 
to her failings, or convcrti; ilipiii into reid beauties. Like a person con- 
scious of guilt, lie is jealous that every eye observes him ; and to avoid 
diis he shuns all the little observances of common gallantry. Hip heart 
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and bis character will be improved ia every respect oy bis attachment. 
His maoner will become more gentle, and his conversation more' agree- 
able ; but diffidence and embairassment will always make him appear 
to disadvantage in the company of his mistress. If the fascination oon- 
tiaues long it will totally depress his spirit, and extinguish •rtirj active, 
vigorous, wd manly principle of his mind. 

wlnn you observe in a gentleman's bofaavior these marks which 1 
bmve described above, reflect seriously what you are to do. , If his at- 
taebment is agreeable to yon, I leave yon to do as nature, jjood sense, 
and delicacy shall direct von. If yOn love him, let me advise you nev- 
er to discover to him the ndl extent of your love, no, not although you 
marry him. That sufficiently shows your preference, which is all he is 
* entitled to know. If he has delicacy he will ask for no stronger proof 
of your affection for your sake ; if he lias sen% he will not ask it for 
his own. This is an unpleasant truth, but I thought it my duty to let 
you know it. Violent love cannot subsist, at least cannot be expressed 
long together on both sides : otherwise the certain consequence, bowev- 
«r concealed, is satiety and disgust. 

My zeal for your welfare has excited me to throw together these few 
thoughts, which I flatter myself will sink deep into your memory, and 
be m some ose to you, at tUB time yov st^nd most in need of assistance. 
I .einain yours affectionately, &c. 

LETTER 144. 

/V*om a Father to hit Daughtert, on CourUhip and CoqiuUiah Bi» 
havior. 

DEAR DAUGHTERS, 

In my last I laid before you my thoughts on love and friendship, and 
now proceed to consider some other particulars very essential to your 
happiness. If you see evident proofs of a gentleman's attachment, and 
are determined to shut your heart against him, as you ever hope to be 
used with generosity by the person who shall engage your own heart, 
treat him honorably and humanely. Do not let him linger in a misera- 
ble suspense, but be anxious to let him know your sentiments with reg^urd 
to him. 

However people's hearts may deceive them, there is scarcely a per- 
son that can love for an^^ time, without at least some distant hope of 
success. If you really wisli to undeceive a lo%'er, you may do it in a va- 
riety of ways : there is a certain species of familiaritv in your behavior, 
which may ^tisfy him, if be has any discerument left, that he has noth- 
iD^ to hope for. But perhaps your particular temper may not permit 
of this — ^you may easily show that you want to avoid his company ; bu: 
if he is a man whose friendship you wish to preserve, you may no. 
choose this method, because tlien you lose him in every capacity. You 
may get a common friend to explain matters to him, or fall on many 
other devices, if you are seriously anxious to put him out of suspense. 

But, if you are resolved against every such method, at least do not 
shun opportunities of letting him explain himself. If you do this you 
act barbarously and uniustly. If he bring you to an explanation, give 
him a polite, out resolute and decisive answer. In whatever way yoa 
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convey your isentiments to him, if he is a man offpirU and deIieMr]r» W 
will give you no farUier trouble, nor apply to your friends for their iBiM> 
cession. This last is a method of courtship which every man of spirit 
will disdain. He never will whine or sue for your pity. Tliat mdd 
mortify almost as much as your scorn. In short, you may break such a 
oeart, but you can never bend it. Great pride always accompaaies del- 
icacy, however concealed under the appearance of tlw utmost lentleMV 
and modesty, and is the pacsion of ail others the most diffictut to ona- 
quer. 

There is a case where a woman may coquette mstifiaMy to the ntaosl 
verge which her conscience wiU allow. It is where a gentleman par- 
posely declines to make his addrjeases till such time as he thinks himself 
perfectly sure of her consent. This at bottom is intended to force a w% 
man to give up the undoubted privilege of her ses, the privilege of re- 
fusing it ; it is intended to force her to explain hereelf, m effect, befora 
the gentleman designs to do it, and by this means to obUge her to violalB 
the modesty and delicacy of her sex, and to invert the oiBarest order of 
nature. AH tliis sacrifice is proposed to bo made, merely to gratify a 
most despicable vanity in a man, who would degrade the very womaa 
whom be wishes to snake his wife. 

It is of great importance to distinguish, whether agentlemaa who has 
the appearance of being your lover, delays to speak explicitfy, from the 
motive I have mentioned, or from a diffidence inseparaUe from the at- 
tachment. In the one case you can scarcely use him too ill; in the oth- 
er you ought to use him with great kindness : and the greatest kindness 
you can show him, if you are determined not to listen to his addresseiy 
18 to let him know it as soon as possible. 

I know the many excuses with which women endeavor to justify 
themselves to the world and to their own consciences, when tfa^ act 
otherwise. Sometimes they plead urnorance, or at least uncertainty of 
the gentleman's real sentiments. That sometimes may be the case. 
Sometimes th^ plead the decorum of their sex, which enjoins an equal 
behavior to all men, and forbids them to consider any man as a lover 
until he has directly told them so. Perhaps few women carry their ideas 
of female delicacy and decorum so for as I do. But I must n&j you are 
not entitled to plead die obligation of these virtues in opposition to the 
ruperior ones of gratitude, justice, and humanity. The man is entitled 
to all these who prefers you to all the rest of your sex, and perhaps 
whose greatest weakness is that ver^r preference. The trath of tne nuit- 
ter is, vanity and the love of admiration is so prevailing a passion 
amongst you,, that you may be considered to make a very great sacri- 
fice, whenever you give up a lover, till afler the art of coquetry foils to 
keep him, or till he forces you to an explanation. You can be fond of 
the love, when you are indifferent to, or despise the lover. But the 
deepest and most artful coquetry is employed oy women of superior taste 
and sense, to engage and fix the heart of a man whom the world, and 
whom they themselves esteem, although they are firmly determined nev- 
er to marry him. But his conversation amuses them, mid his attachment 
is tt:e highest gratificaibn to their vanity ; nay, they can sometimes be 
gratified with the utter ruin of his fortune, fame and happiness. I am , 
very certain I do not think so of all your sex ; I knew many of tbem 
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have principles, have generosity and dignity of soul, that elevates tlieni 
abofc the worthless vanity I have been speaking of. 

Such a woman, I am persuaded, may always convert a lover, if she 
cannot give him her affections, into a warm and steady friend, provided 
ae is a man of sense, resolution and candor. If she explains herself to 
aim with a generous openness and freedom, he must feel the stroke as a 
man ; hut he will likewise bear it as a man ; what he suffers he will 
suffer in silence. Every sentiment of esteem will remain ; but love> 
though it requires very little food, and is easily furfeited with too much, 
yet it requires some. He will view her in the light of n married wo- 
man ; anid though passion subsides, yet a man of a candid and generous 
heart always retains a tenderness for a woman he has once loved, and 
who has used him well, beyond what he feels for any other of her sex. 

If he has not confided his secret to any body, he has an undoubted ti- 
tle to ask you not to divulge it. If a woman chooses to trust an^ of her 
companions with her own unfortunate attachments, she may, as it b her 
affiiir alone ; but, if she has any generosity or gratituds, she will not 
betray a secret which does not belong to her. I am, &c. 

LETTER 145. 
From the same to the same, on the foregoing sutt^ect, 
de'ar daughters, ^ 

I have insisted the more particularly on the subject of courtsliip be- 
cause it may most readily happen to you at tliateuriy period of life, wlien 
yon can have little experience or knowledge of tlie workl, when your 
passions are warm, and your judgments not arrived at such full maturi^ 
as to be able to correct them. I wish you to possess such high principles 
of honor and generosity as will render you incapable of deceiving, and 
at the same time to possess that acute discernment which may secure 
you against being deceived. 

Male coquetry is much more inexcusable tliun female, [is well as more 
pernicious; but it is rare in tliis country. V«ry few men will eive 
themselves the trouble to gain or retain any woman's affections unless 
tliey have views in them either of an honorable or dishonorable kind. 
Men employed in the pursuits of business, ambition, or pleasure, will 
not give themselves the trouble to engage a woman's affections, merely 
from tlie vanity of conquest, and of triumpliing over the heart of an in- 
nocent and defenceless girl. Besides, people never value much what is 
entirely in their power. A man of purls, sentiment, and address, if he 
lays aside all regard to truth and liuuiunity5 may engtige tlie hearts of 
fifty w6men at the same time, find may likewise conduct his coquetry 
with so much art as to put it out of the power of any of tliem to s|)eci(y 
a single expression that could be said to be directly expressive of love 
This ambiguity of behavior, this art of keeping one in suspense, is th» 
great art of co<}uetry in both sexes. Ii is the mure cruel in us, l)ecausi 
we can carry it to what length we please, sm.l continue it a.- long an ws 
please, without your being so much at liberty as to coiiiplaiu or expos* 
tulate: whereas we can bteuk our ciuin, HUih force you to explain 
nrhenever we become impatient of our situation. 

A woman, in this country, luuy easily prevent the fn-st impressions ol 
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love, and every motive of prudence and delicacy iIkniM make her goard 
her heart aguinst them, till such time as ahe haa receifed ^ moat oou- 
vincing proofs of the attac}m>ent of a man of Micfa merit as will joitifr 
a reciprocal regard. Your hearts indeed may be shut infleubrf UM 
permanently against all the merit a man may poeicw. That may be 
your misfortune, but cannot be vour fault. In Micfa a situatioo, yea 
would be equally unjust to yottraelf and your lover, if yoe gave him Yoar 
hand when your heart revolted against him. But miserable will be 
your fate if you allow an attachment to steal oa you before yo« are sore 
of a return ; or what is infinitely worse, where are vranting tlioee qaal* 
ities which alone can insure happiness in a married state. 

I know notliing tliat renders a woman more despicable than her think* 
ing it essential to happiness to be married ! Brides the gross indeli- 
cacy of the sentiment, it is a false one, as thousands of women have 
experienced. But, if it was true, the belief that it was so, and the 
consequent impatience to be married, is the most effectual way to pre- 
vent ii. 

You must think from this that I do not wish you to marry. On the 
contrary, I am of opinion tliat you may attain a superior degree of hap- 
piness in a married state to what you may perhaps find in anv other. I 
know tlie forlorn and unprotected state of an old maid, the chagrin and 
peevishness which are apt to infect their leropers, and the great difficul- 
ty of making a transition with dignity and cheerfulness, from the period 
of youth, beauty, admiration, and respect, into the cahn, silent, onno- 
liced retreat of declining years. 

1 see some unmarried women, of active, vigoroos minds, and of great 
rivacity of spirits, deeding themselves ; sometimes by oiterii^ into a 
dissipated course of life unsuitable to their years, and exposing them* 
selves to the ridicule of tlie ^irls, who might have been^ their |;rsnchil^ 
dren ; sometimes by oppressm^ their acquaintances by imperUnent in- 
trusions into their private affairs ; and sometimes by oeing propagators 
of scandal and defamation. All this is owing to an exuberant activity 
of spirits, which, if it had found employment at home, would have ren- 
dercKi them respectable and useful members of society. 

I see other women in the same situation, gentle, modest, blessed with 
sense, taste, delicacy, and every milder feminine virtue of the hmrt, 
but of weak spirits, bashful and timid ; I see such women sinking into 
obscurity and insignificance, and gradually kwing every elegant accom- 
plishment, for this evident reason, that th^ aro not widi a partner who 
has sense, worth, and taste, to know their value ; one who is able to 
draw forth their concealed qualities, and show them to advantage;^ who 
can give that support to their feeble spirits, which they stand in so 
much need of; and who by his afiection and tenderness might make sufih 
a woman happy in exerting every elegant art, that could contribute to 
his amusement. ^ . . «_ 

In short, I am of opinion, that a married state, if entered into from 
proper motives of esteem and affection, will be the happiest for your- 
selves, make you most respectable in the eyes of the world, and the 
most useful members of socie^r* But I confess I am not enough of a 
lnOriot to wish you to marry for the good of the public. I wish you to 
8 
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iiHurry for no otnnr reason doc to roaKn yourselves happier. When I h\% 
8C particular in my advice about your conduct, I own uiy heart bents 
wiUi the fond ho|}e8 of niakinff you wortliy the attachment of men who 
will deseiTe you, and be sensible of your merit. But I sincerely hope 
yon will never relinquish the ease and independence of a sii^le life, to 
become the slaves of a fool or tyrant's caprice. 

As these have always been my sentiments, I shall do yon but justice, 
when I wish you in such independent circumstiinces as may lay you un- 
der no temptation to do from necessity what you will nefer do from 
clioice. This will likewise save you from that cruel mortifwation to a 
woman of spirit, the suspicion that a ^ntlman thinks be does you an . 
boBor or a fevor when he asks you for his wife. I am, &c 

^ LETTER 146. 

From a Father to his Daughters, on Marriage 

DEAR DAUGHTERS, 

You may perhaps imagine that the reserved behavior which I recom- 
<hend to you, and your appearing but seldom at public places, roust oit 
off all opportunities of your being acquainted with gentlemen. I am 
very far from intending this ; I advise you to no reserve bnt what will 
N render you more respected and beloved by our sex. I do not think 
public places suited to make people acquainted together. Tliey can on- 
ly be distinguished there by their looks and external behavior. But it 
is in private companies alone where you can expect easy and agreeable 
conversation, which I shall never wish you to decline. If you do not 
allow gentlemen to become acquainted with you, you never can expect 
to marry with attachment on cither side. Love is very seldom produc- 
ed at first sight ; at least it must have, in that case, a very unjustifiable 
foundation. True love is founded on esteem, in a correspondence of 
tastes and sentiments, and steals on the heart imperceptibly. 

lliere is one piece of advice I shall leave you, to which I beg your 
particlar attention. Before your atfections come to be in tlie least en- 
gaged to any man, examine your tempers, your taste, and your hearts 
very severely ; and settle in your own minds, what are tlie requisites tu 
your happiness in a married state ; and as it is almost impossible tliat 
you should get every thing to your wish, come to a steady determination 
what you are to consider as essential, and what may be sacrificed. 

If you have hearts disposed by nature for love and friendship, and 
possess those feelings which enable you to enter into all the refincmfnts 
and delicacies of these attachments, consider well, for your own sake, 
and as you value your future happiness, before you give them any indul- 
gence. If you have tlie misfortune (for a very great misfortune it com- 
monly is to vour sex) to have such a temper and such sentiments deeply 
rooted in yJii ; if you have spirit and resolution to resist tlie soliciutif^ns 
of vanity, tlie persecution of friends, (you will have lost the only friend 
that woukl never persecute you) and can support the prospect of the ma- 
ny inoouveniencies attending the state of an old maid, which I foniifily 
pointed out — ^then you may indulge yourself in that kind of PciiiiitvMtsil 
reading and convei'sation which is roost correspondent to your fr'eltni;<. 
Put if you find, on a strict self-examination^ that ma.ri»gr i^ hIkm- 



ately esfeential to your happiness, keep the ■ecret inviolable in yom owa 
tosoms, for the reasons I formerly mentioBed ; but ihon, m yon would 
\he most fatal poison, all that species of readiw and oomrecMtioii which 
irarms the imagination, which engages and softens the heart, and raia- 
ts the taste above the level of common life. If you do otbenrfae, oofr 
lider the terrible conflict of panions which this may afterward niit 
m voar breasts. 

If this refinement once takes deep root in your minds, andyoa do not 
obey Its dictates, bat marry firom ru]gar and maroenary Yiews, yoo nay 
never be able to eradicate it entirely ; and then it will embitter all yoor 
married daj's. Instead of meeting with sense, delioacy, tiniUirmiM, « 
k>ver, a friend, an enual companion, in a hosband, yoQ may be tlrad 
with insipidity and dulbess, snocked with indelicacy, or mortified with 
indifference. You will find none to compaasionats or avoi andentaad 
your sufferance; for your husbands may not use voa cnidDy, and may 
give you as much mone^ for your ck>thes, persoBai expense, and domei* 
tic necessaries, as is suitable to their fortunes; the wand woud therefoni 
look upcn you as unreasonable women, who did not deaerre to be hap- 
py, if you were not so. To avoid these complkatea evib, if yon art 
determined at all events to marry, I would advise yoa to make aU year 
reading and amusements of such a kind as do not aflect the heart, nor 
the imagination. 

I have no view by these advices to lead yoor taste ; I only want ta 
persuade you of the necessity of knowug yoor own minds, wliidi, 
thoi^ seemingly very easy* is what your sok sddom attain on nmiijy 
important occasions in life, but particularly oa this ofwbSchI ami p wA > 
ing. There is not a cpali^ I more anxiouslv wifd> y<Ni to pomem than 
a collected decisive spirit which rests on it^^ which enahlas yoo to set 
where your true happiness lies, and fc> punKn it with^ tlie most deter* 
mined resolution. In matter* of business foUow the advice of tlnae who 
know them better than yourselves, and in whose intwjiiy yoa cqp con- 
fide ; but, in matters of taste, that depend upon yoor ^Wn leelhigB, con- 
sult no oDc firicnd whatever, but consult your own hearti. 

If a gentleman makes his addresses to yoo, or gives yoa reaaon to be- 
lieve he will do so, before you aUow your ailections to be engaged, en* 
deavor, in the most prudent and secret manner, to procure firom yoor 
friends all necessaiy information concerning him ; sodi as his charaeter 
for sense, his morals, his temper, fortune and family ; whether it is dia- 
tinguished for parts and worth, or for foUv, knavery, and kwdiaome he- 
reditary diseases. When your friends intorm yoo of these thej^ have tid- 
filled their duty. If they go further they have not that deference for 
ypu which a becoming dignity on your part would effectoally command. 
Whatever your views are in marrriiy* take every potsiblt precaution to 
prevent their being disappointed. ' If fortune and the pleoMvee it fariofi 
are your aim, it is not sufficient that the settlemont of a jomtnre and 
diil^n's provisions be amply and properly secured; itfa neceamy that 
you should enjoy the fortone during yoor own life. The prmcfpal ae- 
gnrity you can have for this will depend on vour mmTyng a goodnator- 
ed, generous man, who despiaea money, auKl v^ho ^in/^ JS" ™]<j^ 
yoo can best enjoy that pleasoroj that poii^ and p^radB or Itt lor jR^lih 
voo married him. * ■■*» •*• 
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LETTER 147. 
F^om the same to the same, on the foregoing tubjeet* 

OKAR DAUGHTERS, 

From what I wrote in my last, vou will easily see that I could never 
pretend to advise whom you ehoula mnrry ; but I can with confidence 
advise whom you should not marry. 

Avoid a companion that may entail any hereditary disease on your 
posterity ; particularly that most dreadful of all Imman calamities, mad- 
ness. It is the height of imprudence to run into such danger, and, in 
my opinion, highly criminal. 

Do not marry a fool ; he is tlie most untraclable of all animals ; he is 
led by his passions and caprices, and is incapable of hearing the voice 
of reason. It may probablv too hurt your vanity to have husbands for 
whom yon have reason to biush and tremble every time they open their 
lips in company. But the worst circumstance that attends a fool is, his 
constant jealousy of his wife's being thoiijght to govern him. This ren- 
ders it impossible to lead him, and he is continually doing absurd and 
disagreeable things, for no other reason but to show he dares to do them. 

A rake is always a suspicious husband, because he has only known 
the most worthless of your sex. He likewise entails the worst of dis- 
eases on his wife and children, if he has the misfortune to have any. 

If you have a sense of religion yourselves, do not think of husbanos 
who have none. If they have tolerable understandings they will be 
fflad that you have religion, for their own sake, and for the sake of their 
families. If they are weak men, tliey will be continually teaumr and 
■hocking you about yu»c principles. . If you have children, you wiU suf- 
fer the most bitter distress in seeing all your endeavors to form their 
mmds to virtue and piety, all your tmdeavors to secure their present and 
eternal happiness, firusa^ted and turned into ridicule. 

As I look on your choice of a husband to be of the greatest conse' 
quence to your happiness, I hope you will make it with the utmost cir- 
cumspection. Do not give way to a sudden sally of passion, and digni- 
^ it with the name of love. Uenuine love is not founded in caprrae : 
it is founded in nature, on honorable views and virtues, on similarity of 
taste and sympathy of soul. If you have tliese sentiments, you win 
never marry any one when you are not in that situation, in point of 
fortune, which is necessary to the happiness of eidier of you. What 
that competency may be can only be determined by your own tastes. — 
It would be ungenerous in you to take advantage of a lover's attachment 
to plunge him mto distress ; and if he has any honor, no personal grat- 
ification will ever tempt him to enter into any connexion which wiA 
render you unhappy.^ ^^ J^ ^^^® ^ much between yoo as will satii^ 
all your demands, it is sufficient. I shall conclude with endeavoring t» 
remove a difficult which must occur to any woman of refiection, on the 
subject of marriage. 

What is to become of all those refinements of delicacy, that dignity 
of manner which checked all fiimiliarities, and suspended desire in re 
npectful and awful admura Jon 1 In answer to this I shall only ofaeerve, 
that if motives of interest sf vanity havr any share in vonr resoiiittow 
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to uaarrv, none of these chimerical notions vi^illgife you any pain; nay, 
Chey will very quickly appear as ridiculoiis in your own eyes, as they 
prooably alwa}-8 do in the eyos of your husband. They have been sen- 
timents which floated in your imaginations^ but haye never reached youi 
hearts. But if these sentiments have been truly genuine, and if you 
have had the singularly happy fate to attach those who understand diem, 
you have no reason to be atraid. 

I have thus eiven you my opinion on some of tho most important ar- 
tides of your future life, chieny calculated for that period when you are 
just entering tlie world. But in writing to you I am afaid my heart 
has been too full and too warmly interested to allow me to keep tha 
resolution. This may have produced some embarrassment, and some 
seeming contradictions. What I have written has been the amusement 
of some solitary hours, and has served to divert some melancholly re* 
flections. I am conscious I undertook a task to which I was very une- 
qual ; but I*have discharged a part of my duty. You will at least be 
pleased with it, as the last mark of your father's k>ve and attention. 

I am your afiectionate &ther. 



PART IV. 
- O - 
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LETTER 148. 

The following Letter on FriendMhip wot written by a Oentlenum 

lately decerned, and found amonget hie papert. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, "^C 

It was a strange notion ofPaschal, that he would never admit any ras^ 
to a share of his friendship. Had that great man been a misanthrope, 
or an enemy to his fellow creatures, I should not have been much sur- 
prised ; but as his love to mankind extended as far as eitlier his knowl- 
edge or influence, it is necessary to consider his reasons for a conduct 
apparently so strange. Paschal had such elevated notions of the Deity 
on the one hand, and so k>w 9n opinion of human nature on the c Vier, 
that he thought if he placed his wections on any created being it •v'ould 
be a sort of insult to the Creator, and a robbing him of that worship 
which was due to him ak>ne. But whatever were the notions of that 
great man, yet there is such a thing as real firiendsbip, and there is also 
a necessity for it. It is true, ind^, that God is our only friend, and 
that on him our affections ought principally to be fixed, cut those who 
are acquainted with human nature wen know that we are such a com- 
Viontlon of flesh and spirit, that however we may with to keep op a» 
8* 
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mtercottree with.Uie Deity, yet our incHnationf arc such that we are 
more desirous of being conversant with those of oqr own species, to 
whom, at all times, we can be able to unbosom ourselves. 

Friendship is as old as the first formation of society, and there is not 
one ancient writer now extant who has not said 8omethin|r in praise of 
it. Of tliis we have a fine example in the story of David and Jona- 
tlian, as recorded in tlie second book of Samuel. In the same sacred 
oracles we are told that love is stronger than death ; and even the great 
Redeemer of the world had a belov^ disciple. 

But whatever the wise or learned may say, yet, we know that man is 
a social bein?, and consequently has a capacity, and even a desure for 
firiendship, which is in its own nature so necessary, that I know not how 
a social being can exist without it 

Are we by any providential occurrence raised froiq poverty to afflu- 
ence, to whom can we communicate the delightful news dugout friend 1 
On the other hand, are wc reduced from the highest pinnacle of gran* 
deur to the most abject state of |K>yerty, to whom can we look for con- 
solation but God and our friend 1 Indeed there is not one state 0( con- 
dition in life where friendship is not necessary. What wretched morteda 
would men be were they not empowered with so noble a principle ! 

Friendship is of a very delicate nature, and either the happiness or 
misery of both parlies may, in some sense, be said to depend on it. — 
Friendship is somewhat like marriage ; it is made for life ; or, as Ce- 
sar said, ** The die \6 axsL** Mrs. Rowe, in one of her letters to the 
Countess of Hertford, says, "Wheal contract a friendship it is lor 
eternity." Her notions were always elevated, and the chief bosinesi 
of her life seems to have been promoting the interest of her fellow crea- 
tures. Friendship obliges the parties enffaged to open their minds to 
each other ; there must not be any concealment. There is not an en- 
dearing attribute of tlie Deity, not an amiable quality in man, but what 
is included in tlie word Friendsiiip. Benevolence, mercy, pity, com- 
passion, &c. are only parts of it. 

From all this we may learn, tliat great care ought to be had in the 
choice of friends ; and should they unhappily betray the saa^ed trust re- 
posed in them, yet we ought not to pursue them with onreloiting fury. 

In the course of my experience I remember two instances of the 
breach of friendship, which were attended with very difierent eflfect8«— 
Two gentlemen contracted a friendship for each other, which lasted some 
years. At last one of tliem unhappily revealed a secret to his wife, who 
told it to the wife of the other, in consequence of which an unhappy di- 
vision took place in the family of die latter. The injured person up- 
braided his friend with infidelity, told him of the fatal efiectsoocasioBied 
by this imprudence ; but, says be, although I cannot be your friend any 
knger, yet I will never be yoiur enemy. iSy heart will pity too, whim 
my hand shall be open to relieve your necessities. Sndi a neekuratioa 
was consistent witli the prudence of a man, and the piety of a CMi* 
tian ; but that of the other was of a nature totally opposite, and in at 
opinion truly diabolical. A difference of a similar nature liapptnefc . 
attended witli tlie like circumstances ; but the injured peraon, imIbM 
of sympathizing with the weakness of his friend, pursued him witb i» 
relentii^ cruelty, nor ever ceasea until he ha. accomplished his mill. 
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uid even triumphed over it. You may make what comments j'ou please ; 
I can only assure you that both are facts. How different, my friend, 
has our conduct to each other .been 1 During these tiiirty yean no 
breach has ever happened ; and it seems as new this day as at the be* 
ginning. As this is pVobably the last letter vou will ever see io my 
hand writing, accept of my sincere thanks for tlie many benefits I have 
received from your faithful admonitions, and your benevolent consola- 
tions; and when we meet iu tlie regions ofbliss, our happiness will then 
remain uninterrupted. 1 am yours sincerely. 

LETTER 149. 

From a young Woman to a JAid», with whom ihe had formerly 

lived at a Companion. 

MADAM, 

The precipitate manner in which I left your family may seem incon- 
sistent with the great tenderness you always treated me with. To re- 
move, therefore, ever}^ imputation of ingratitude, I embrace this first 
opportunity of appearing m my own vindication, although for your rake 
I am sorry to descend to particulars, especially to mention liames. But 
my reputation, which is dearer to mo than life itself, is at stake, and as 
a woman, I doubt not but you will bear with me. 

When I first came into your service, I was determined to act in sodi 
a manner as not to give offence to the meanest of your domestics ; well 
knowing that good nature and affability always procure respect ; and 1 
appeal to every person in your family, whether my conduct was not con- 
sistent with my plan. In this manner I remained enjoying an iminter- 
rupted state of. felicity for some time. I obeyed your commands with 
alacrity, and even servitude became a pleasure. But this was too hap- 
py a state to last long without intemq)tion. Bat I scarce know how to 
proceed. Whilst I am vindicatinj^ my own conduct to my most gene- 
rous benefactress, I am obliged to impeach that of her dearest and most 
beloved relation. 

When your son George returned from the university, where he had 
been finishing his studies, I had no thoughts that he would ever have 
maile an attempt on my virtue. But alas ! I was wretchedly deceived. 
He had only been a few days at ho;ne when he laid hold of every op- 
portunity of being in my company. At first I did not take any notice, 
as I had not the feast suspicion of his intentions. But I was soon con- 
vinced of my error, when he told me, that in consequence of my prosti- 
tuting myself to his unlawful pleasure, he would make me a handsome 
settlement. This, madam, was a strong temptation, but blessed be God 
who preserved me innocent. You have often told me that young women 
ought to fly from every appearallce of sin ; and if so, hsw great was my 
necessity of avoiding the evil 1 Had I laid snares to entrap your son 
for a husband, it might have destroyed your peace of mind, and been 
considered as a dishonor to your family. Had I submitted to his on- 
lawfbl desires, I sfaoubl have forfeilea every title to respect in tliif 
world, a.-id highly offended that God who has graciously preserved me 
hitherto. He became more and more assidnous, till for his, for yocis 
and for my own mke, I was obliged to retire in as silent a manner aa 
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poisible. I am now at the house of a distant relation in Milbaok, wbc 
takes in plain work, where I hope your ladyship will be pleased to send 
my clothes.^ With respect to wages, you know I always left that to 
your own discretion, and your humanity exceeded my utmost expecta- 
tions. Therefore, I a^in leave that matter to yourself. Let me beg, 
that if you mention tliis unhappy affair to the young gentleman, it may 
be with your usual tenderness. I would willingly impute his folly to the 
irregularities of youtliful passion, ratlier than to any premeditated 
sdieme ; and I doubt not when reason resumes her throne in his heart, 
he will be sorry that ever he attempted to ruin one who was scarce wor- 
thy of his notice. I am, madam, with gratitude and respect, 

Your aflfectionate well wisher. 

LETTER 150. 
The Lady't Antwer, 

DEAR LAURA, 

Whilst I lament the conduct of m^ unhappy diild, I lift my eyes 
with thankfulness to tliat gracioiu: Being- who has preserved yoa iit>m 
ruin. You was left an orphan under my care ; and when I first took yoa 
into my family it was with a design to promote your interesL Blened 
be God that the precepts which I endeavored to instil into your mind 
have so operated on your coaducL Your behavior in that unliappy af> 
fiiir ought to be laid down as a pattern for all younj^ women to copy af- 
ter, if they would be respected in this world, or enjoy happiness m the 
next. I have just been reading your letter to my son, and he was filled 
with the utmost shame and confusion. The truth of your narrative 
forced his conscience to make a genuine confession of nis guilt $ and 
unless I jud^ with the partiality of a mother he is really a sincere pen- 
itent. I laid open to him the nature of his crime, and its aggravating 
circumstances, arising from the obligations which his elevated rank sub- 
jected him to, tQ be an example of virtue to those in a lower sphere of 
life. I told him, that however trifling such actions might appear in the 
eyes of his graceless companions, yet there was a God who beheld hb 
inmost thoughts, and would reward him according to his merits. He 
declares himself fully sensible of bis folly, and says he is determined 
never to attempt such a thing for the future. Tlie bearer will deliver 
your clothes, together with a bank note of an hundred dolldrs. Be a»* 
sured of my constant assbtance ; and may that God who has jMreserved 
you in sucli imminent danger be your continual comfort in time and in 
eternity. ^ I am your sincere well wisher. 

LETTER |61. 

F)rom a Oent'eman on hia Travels dbroady t^ kit JPHendin Lm^ 

don, on Arbitrary Power and Poptth SupereUUon, 

DEAR SIR, 

It is now above two years since I left England ; and if I have nol 
been pleased, I have had at least many opporiimities of acquiring knowl 
ed(|e You know when we parted I told you my principal design was 
to inquire whether the subjects of those countries ttiroqgfa which I was 
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lo pass were more happy in respect to their lives, and enjoyment of 
iheir property, than tliose of Great Britain 1 Or, second, whether Tir* 
tue was more conspicuous in tlie conduct of tliosc people than in our 
own at home 1 With respect to the first, I need not hesitate one mo* 
ment in declaring, that the meanest subject in England, or any part of 
the British dominions, enjoys more real liberty than a Spanish grandee^ 
or a peer of France. But what I have chie% in view is the case of tiM 
middling and lower ranks of people. 

You are well acquainted with tlie forms of process in the English 
couKs, l)oth in criminal and civil causes. All matters of law are de- 
termined in open court by the judges, who are responsible for their con- 
duct to the people ; and all facts are determined by the verdict of twelve 
men, strangers to both parties, and hindered from speaking with any 
person durmg the trial. How different is tlie case here and m the o^er 
countries through which I have travelled ! When a person is injured in 
his property, he commences a suit at great expense, and after a lon^ 
train of pleadings on bodi sides the deterihiuation both of law and fact 
is left to the judge, who may possibly be biassed in favor of one party, 
or, which is still worse, may be corrupted. But m criminal prosecu- 
tions the unhappy defendant labors under still more deplorable circum- 
stances. When a man is apprehended on suspicion of murder, or any 
otlier capttal offence, he is immediately shut up a close prisoner, and the 
witnesses ao^ainst him are examined, not viva voce, but perhaps a mile 
distant, and their evidence written at large in a journal kept for the 
purpose. All tliis is done, and even the judgment agreed on by the 
court, whilst tlie prisoner is confined in a dungeon. Ihe witnesses are 
ordered to attend on another day, when the prisoner is brou^t into 
court; the evidence is then read to him, and thus, for the iSrst time, he 
knows who are his accusers. He is then asked if he is guilty of tlie 
facts sworn against him ; if he confesses he receives judgment of death, 
but if he denies the whole, or any part, he is immediately put to the 
torture, .vhere, perhaps, by die extremity of pain, he may be forced 'to 
confess crimes he never committed, and aflerwards suffer death. Again; 
tlie propert}r of individuals may be seized by an arbitrary tyrant,^ to re- 
ward the iniquity of a favorite, or gratify the ambition of a mistress. 
Happy England, where die cottager is as secure in the enjoyment of tlie 
fruits of hi3 honest indusCIy, as the prince in the possession of his reve- 
nues on the throne ! 

I come now to speak of their religion, which triumphs with as much 
rigor over the mind and conscience as tlie civil power over tlie body. 
Religion has been justly defined, ** A detlication of tlie whole man to 
the will of God." But popery, so far from answering the above de 
Bcription, seems to be a slavish submission to the dictates of idle, use- 
less priests, wik rule the consciences of the vulgar, and bend them to 
whatever purpose they please. And indeed there is no great wonder, 
when we connider that auricular confession puts them in possession <^ 
every family secret in their parishes. I am already sufficiently tired 
with the sight of their follies. The accounts which you have read of 
•ho inquisition arc far^rom l)eing exaggerated. I intend to return in an 
Flnglish vpftscl bound for Marseilles, and from thence hasten to England. 
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I »\iaX expect a letter froin you, to be left with my l)anker in Paris, and 
refill « Yours afTectionateiv. 

LEITER 152. 
His Friend*i Antvjer, 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

Your account of the civil and religious tyranny under which the pe<K> 
p e groan in foreign nations, together with the progress of deism, ex- 
hibits to our view a melancholy picture of human nature. Your de« 
vcripUon reminds me of tliat beautiful passage in Addison's letters firooi 
Italy, where he says. 

They starve, in midst of nature's bounty curst, 
And in the loaded vineyard die for thirst. 
These people once enjoy od the same privileges as ourselves, and pos 
sibly tliat time may not be far distant when we mav be as abject slavei 
as they. However disagreeable some things may have been to yon oi 
your travels, vet I congratulate you on tlie happiness of being absenr 
from England in these times of public divisions. Never were our 
Saviour's words more properly verified in this country than at preasnt, 
when there is scarce one family wherein the most Tiolent di«aeisiuui 
!Kive not happened. An author of no mean rank has wmerttdt that if 
ever English liberty is destroyed, it must arise from tlie peopls them 
lelves ; and, if ever the people should become jealous of the conduc* 
f^i' their representatives in rarliament, and thoM jsalousies are wel 
'bunded, tlicy will soon throw themselves intc tha arms of arbitrary 
•)ower. 

" They'll fly from petty tyrants to the throne." 
Virtue and unanimity have at all times preserved liberty ; vice and 
..iscord have always procured its ruia At present there is an univer- 
lal discontent aniong nine 'cnths oC tks people. ^ The u.ajority of the 
people not only complain of the conduct of the ministry, but nave even 
gone 80 far as to impeach the conduct of the house of commons. These 
complaints are at present carried on to an extraordinary height, and 
where they will end God op'y knows. For my own part, I ofcen refled 
on it with sorrow, as I am afraid it must at last prove fatal to our ex 
cellent constitution, and involve us in tliose miseries to which tlie peo- 
ple of other nations are subject. 

If I go into I coftee house, the first thing I hear is a political disputt 
concerning tlvt c.nduct of the ministry; and when I happen to be in- 
vited to dm® at the house of a friend, all social converse is def^royed 
and the pleas'ire I used formerly to enjoy on such occasions is lost in vi 
olent altct rations amongst the nearest relations. I am far from con- 
demning all ranks of people. There are many worthy |)cr8ons, whi 
can view the conduct of each parly with impartiality, and see the faiihc 
on bath sides. They can see that the ministry have not enough consid- 
ered themselves the servants of tiie people, and on many occosioni 
abused the confidence of their sovereign. ^ On Uie other hand, they 
think the people have carried their jealousies to an unreasonable height, 
and insisted on tlie prince exerting: a bianch of the reifal autborit) 
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nbicU in die end might prove fatal to tbemaelvefl. Such » the itate of- 
afifairs at present in this once happy oouDtry; I shall thereibre, being 
tired with the subject, imitate your example, and pat an end to this let- 
ter. Hoping to see you soon, I am yours sincem^y. 

LErrER 158. 

JsVom a yfiung Merchant, to an aged Gentleman, formerlff qf tki 

tame profeteUm, hut now retired /irom bunneu. 

HOHORKD SIR, 



yott for advice how to conduct myself, so as to support my credit in the 
world, now I am entered upon businesi. Yoor long and eztenshre knowl- 
edge of mercantile affairs, gives a sanction to every thing you say, and 
your goodness of heart encourages the inexperienced to addrem them- 
selves to you with cheerfulness. I hare been now about two yean in 
business, and although my success has been equal to my eipectatioBs, 
yet there are such a variety of failures daily m this ci^, that I am eve- 

?' day thinking that my own name may be that week m the CSaietle. — 
should not be much surprised were all to become bankrupts vrho are 
abandoned characters, as 1 do not see how any thmg less can be ex- 
pected. You know, sir, that assiduity and regularity are qnalifjcations 
indispensably necessary to the merchant ; so that it most appear moral- 
ly impossible for the man to pros^r in trade whose time is nent b dis- 
sipation and idleness ; if not, which too often happens, in oebandMnr* 
When I hear of such failing in their payments, I am no ways surprised ; 
but when ^at numbers of those, apparently in affluent circumstances, 
and the fairest characters, daily fail, T am justly alarmed, and my fisars 
continue to increase in proportion to their numbers. 

I would not choose to jOdge rashly, mudi less uncharitably of any 
man ; although I must confess I am very mucli shocked to hear that a 
commission of bankruptcy is awarded agaibst one supposed worth thou- 
sands, and not sufficient left to pay five riiillin^ in the pound. I am 
filled with horror on accouiit of my own situation, and led to believe 
there is a latent curse attending mercantile affairs, which the greatest 
prudence can neither foresee nor prevent. I am sensible that Uie per- 
son to whom I am writing knows the above to be true. Your long ac- 
quaintance with the fluctuating state of merchandize procures re^Mttt, 
and gives a sanction to every thing you say. But, as tar as I am able 
to learn, those failings in the mercantile world are more fireqnent now 
than when you was engaged in trade. I am not ambitUMS of acquiring 
riches. My whole desire is to obtain peaceable possession of the ctim- 
forts of life, to do justice to every one with whom I have anv dealings, 
and to live and die an honest man. Such, sir, is the plan I have hid 
down fo- my future conduct in life. But, alas ! it will require the as* 
sistancc of all my friends to enable me to execute it with a becoming 
propriety. Let me therefore beg your advice on an affair of so mnca 
importince, and whatever you dictate shall be the invariable rule of my 
conduct) whiliit the thanks of a grateful heart shall be conUnually re* 
turned for so benevolent an action. I am, sir, kg 



W ON FRIKHDSHIP. 

LETTER 164. 
The Antvjer. 

tlR, 

If I can form any judgment of the integrity of your actions, and t!>9 

rurity of your intentions from the contents of the fetter now before me 
should not hesitate one moment in declaring, tliat it is ahnost impossi 
Die your name should ever appear in the Gazette under the disagreeable 
circumstances you have mentioned. For how is it possible to suppose, 
that the man who keeps a regular account of his proceedings, his lost 
and gain, should not know whether his circumstances are affluent or 
distressed 1 And whatever vien may think of those merdhants who have 
often' failed, although reputed^ affluent, yet if you had attended to their 
examination before the commissioners I believe you would have great 
reason to alter your opinion. I speak concerning bankruptcies m gen- 
eral ; for there are some unforeseen accidents which even the greatest 
prudence cannot prevent. But these are extraordinary cases, and sel- 
dom happen. If you examine minutely into the nature of those causes 
which ^nerally occasion bankruptcies, you will find them arising firom 
something witli which you are still unacquainted. I shall endeavor to 
point out a few, and submit to your own judgment whether I am mis- 
taken or not And the first is generally^ a careless attention to business, 
tho not keeping regular accounts, and a more earnest desire after public 
entertainments ihsm assiduity to business on the exchange^ Mercantile 
affairs require a clear and solid judgment, and it is morally impoasibls 
for that man to prosper in trade whoso mind is continually^ engaged ii 
the {Mirsuit of things foreign to, and wholly unconnected with, that sta* 
tion in which Providence has placed him. It is a contradiction in terms 
Assidui^ always procures respect, and generally insures success. An 
other cause of the many failures in the mercantile world, is the vanity 
of those in trade living above their circumstances. This vice is al 
present so predominant among the citizens, and its consequences so &• 
tal, that one would almost imagine the people were laboring under some 
penal infatuation. Formerly Uie citizens of London were distinguished 
in a peculiar manner for their gravity ; the exchange and the custom 
house were the only places they frequented when tliey went from home. 
But now the face of affairs is changed, and those places where theii 
predecessors acquired fortunes are considered as too low and vulgar for 
them to be seen at. Nay, so far have they carried their extravagance, 
that all distinctions are in a manner confounded, and the wife of a 
tradesman is hardly known from the lady of a peer. -Dissipation, ex 
travagance, and debauchery have taken the place of activity, prudence, 
and frugality; and many instead of acquiring independent fortunes, and 
retiring from business with credit and honor, we first see their names in 
the Gazette, and the remainder of tlieir lives is either spent in prison^ 
or they have to struggle through the world without credit under the odi 
ous appellation of a bankrupt. The last cause I would mention is nat- 
urally the effect of others ; I mean a desperate attempt to repair a brok 
en fortune by engaging too deeply at gaining in the stocks. This prao 
Cice has been atterded with such pernicious consequences, that tba 
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duMren unborn wiU become real tnfierere through the madnen ef tlMV 
infatuated parents. When those who haTe wasted thek subslaiiQe ns 

riotous living are awakened by a feeling sense of their ap^ . 

shame and misery, they generally muster up all they can procure, 
at one stroke venture it all in the stocks, where, if one is tocoessnii, 
most cummonly twenty are ruined. What I liave now told you is the 
result of long experience, and I doubt not but you will find too ghriqg 
proofs of it. It now remains that I should, in compliance wiu yow 
request, point out some rules to be observed, in order to carry oa busi- 
ness both with credit, honor and profit. But I know of no method hkmt* 
proper dian to act diametrically opposite to the conduct of those akead? 
mentioned. 

Learn to be wise by others' harm. 
And you shall do full well. 

Never leave that undone till to-morrow that can be performed to-day. 

Never trtuit that to either a friend or a servant which caa be done by 
yourself. 

Keep an account of every day's expense, and once at least every 
week, coinpaie your debt with your credit. 

Be not over anxious in acquiring riches. Trade is solid, but slow | 
and experience has long since convinced me, that those who are over 
hasty in acquiring riches, most commonly fail in their attempts, and soob 
find themselves real beggars. But, above all, remember, that " invaia 
du we rise soon, or sit up late, unless our bbors are crowned with di> 
vine blessings." 1 leave these things to your consideration, and «■« 
witli great sincerity. Your sincere well wiriiflr. 

LETTER 155. 

From a Gentleman in decayed eureumaUmeea in the eowUry, to on* 
^ other Ictely returned from the East Indiei, reeonminding Mf 
Son to his protection. 

SIR, 

I was greatly pleased to hear of your arrival, Imt much more so Chat 
you had acquired an ample fortune. You knew me when my cireom* 
stances were not only easy, bat likewise affluent; and yott also know 
that at that time I was glad of every opporttmity of assistmf mr friendk 
But, alas ! I am^ now in quite a different tkaalion. By ttw loM of « 
ship from Jamaica, I was obliged to stop payment, ami give op aH te 
my creditors, who have generously allowed me a smaH amioitT for mf 
subsistence. When that fatal event took place, I retired into the eooa 
try with my wife and ohiUren, and my time since has been s^eoC m fif 
perintending their education. The bearer, my eldeM son, is jast twen - 
ty, and is very desirous of going to the East Indies ; bot my eireimi* 
stances are such that it is not in my power to give him any assirtaiice, 
nor indeed do I know in what manner to proceed in an affidr of M 



much importance. The friendship which subeisted betwixt m before 
you left Engkuid, gives me«mie encouragement to hope, that your efe- 
ration and grandeur will not make any alteration m your tetttima-*** 
•oneeming benevolence, notwithstanding the de pre ssed tituatMrn 
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which I am reduced. I rather think Uiat my prc^nt disUesscd cir 
etunstaiioes will plead more powerfully iu favor uf the youth, than if he 
were supported even by the recommendation of the whole body of di- 
rectors. I have given him an cduauton, perhaps beyond my cirami- 
stances, and suitable, I hope, to any f Auation in the mercantile world. 
His morals, so far as I knoH', arc pure, and I doubt not his conduct 
will give satisfaction. If, therefore, you will be pleased either to take 
him under your own direction, or instruct me in wliat maniwr to pro- 
ceed in order to promote his interest, you will thereby confer a histing 
obligation on an mdulgent, though afilicted parent, and it shall be ac- 
knowledged with gratitude to the latest period of my existence. 

I am, sir, your very humble ser\'ant. 

LETTER 156. 
The Answer, 

DKAR SIR, 

When I read your afTecting letter, I scarcely knew whether I whs 
more grieved to hear of your distiessed circumstances, or filfed witli 
shame that I had been three months in England, and never inquired for 
one who had not only treated me with humanity, but even assisted me 
in making my first voyage to the Indies. Your house was an asylum 
to me when I was utterly destitute, and I sh<iuld consider ijpyself as an 
object of the utmost abhorrence, if I hesitnte^l one moment m comply- 
ing with your request, relating to the amiable youth who broi*^ht metfie 
letter. But, in wliat light must I consider myself were my gratitude ts 
the best of men confined to such a favor as would cost me nothing, or 
what I would grant even to a stranger '. So, sir, I am sensible of ben- 
efits received, and should consider myself as a mean, abject v/retch, if I ^ 
did not acknowledge them with gratitude. I have just been with vour* 
son to the directors, and he is engaged as a writer at Bengal. If the 
climate agrees With his constitution there is no great fear but he will 
soon acquire a considerable fortune. For which purpose I have depos- 
ited in the hands of the supercargo five hundred pounds for his use, 
which you know is more than I had when I first embarked for that part 
of the world. But still, I should consider myself as actlns very par- 
tially, if whilst I am making provision fur the son I should foiiget his 
aged parents. The ships for India do not sail till next March, so that 
your son will have at least three montlis to remain with yoa before be 
embarks. He sets off with the coach to-morrow, and I nave intrusted 
him with something for your immediate use. I intend calling to Bpeod 
a few davs with you next month, and be assured that nothing in luy pow- 
er shall be wanting to make your life as agreeable as possible. I &v« 
not so far forgot the principles of a virtuous education as to look with 
indifierence on the various dispensations of Providenc. How true ia 
that saying of tlie wise man, " The race is not to the swift, nor the bat- 
tle to the strong !'* As human wisdom cannot discern the progress to 
earthly grandeur, so man's prudence is not always able to guard against 
calamitous events. I am determined, therefore, not to pUce too much 
confidence in riches, and shall only consider mvself as the stewani of 
iha/ nil bountiful God from whom I have recelvft] them. Thb ia i^ 
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ixTO n. vlation, and I .lope no alluremeot whaterer wiH tempt me to 
4>nau. iK&i it. I am, dear sir, your affectionate friend. 

LETTER 157. 
On 31arria^€--from a Lady in toum to her Friend in the anmirjf^ 

DEAR MADAM, 

MaiTiage » despised by some, and by others too moch coveted. The 
first sin against ih<i hw of nature and divine ordination ; the last, too 
often, aeainst their own peace and happiness. For those who are in 
extraordinary hasto for a settlement do commonly extend their expecta- 
tions be^-ond what they have possessed in a smgle life, and often the 
imaginary heaven prov&« a hell. Though your clwnging your condition 
nad an extraordinary pra^pect, yet I hear my last letter, which was to 
wish you joy, found you in sonow ; but I know you are too well princi- 
pled not to remember the tiu>e will come when the wicked shall cease 
from troubling, and the werr)* will be at rest. For if your husband 
continues so industrious to toimont 3'ou, as the world represents him, I 
believe you can have but little lett t^l) that time is come ; unless it is by 
ihe inward peace of a good co:)sci«.nce, which none can take from you. 
This is a consolation which clamoivt« ^ives alwaj's lose, and which can 
never be recompensed by any point tL»/ gain, however apparently for 
tlieir advantage. 

Since tlie laws of God and nature ha\e given men the supreme au- 
thority in marriage, we ought not first to accept tliem on tboe terms, 
and then mutiny upon all occasions. Pot, though some men are so kind 
as to make our yoke light upon us, yet we take them " for better or for 
worse,*' and experience shoe's up that the odds are on the worse side. 
All tliid we should consider before we engage ourselves in those strict 
ties, which oblige us to deny our own inclinations, and comply witL 
those of our humnds. Indeed, human policy ought to tea^ us this 
lesson ; for if we make a man's home less agreeable to him than anv 
other place, we furnish him with a good excuse for going abroad, which 
can never be to our mutual advantage. Those men whom business does 
not call out to get money, are generally on the spend ; and he that is 
driven from home by a wife's ill huniur, is always more extravagant 
abroad, and even thinks he has a better pretence to be so, while he sac- 
rifices his body and soul, as well as his estate to his revenge. 

Some women, indeed, will divert themselves and not seem^ to mind it; 
and instead of endeavoring to win their husbands by complaisance, turn 
as extravagant as they ; or, as the old proverb says, ** they li^fat the 
candle at TOth ends ;" though they know it must at last bnmtheir own 
fingers. However, they sekbm (ail of suffering by their rashness; and 
the further they run out, the sooner they find a check upon tlieir expen- 
ses; beside, if they should preserve their honesty, they undergo the cer- 
tain loss of their reputation, which is infinitely more valuable -to them 
than any thing else m the world ; and although by such conduct they 
may think to reclaim the men, yet they << ought not to do evil that good 
may c^me." 

But, most of all, I wonder at some of our acquaintaoe who seem to 
be sfiber women, and yet recomroeml it as the heel way to deal with a 
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pamonato **«iift)BSii, to be more unrea«onuble than he. Such conduct 
nuy f ileiice some men, and might be pardonable if God as well as man 
f^^re to be silenced by it. But our religion tells us *<we must not be over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil with good." An evil tongiie never ap- 
pears so odious as in the mouth cf a passionate woman, railing against 
ner husband. We commonly say that a madman is possessed ; and ev* 
ery cne that is not in a rage himself, will allow passion to be a tempo- 
rary madness, which makes men act as irrationally as lunatics, although 
they have not tlie same excuse to plead. Such unhappy persons will 
often tell you that passion is a natural mfirmity ; a violeat distemper 
which they strive against, and therefore tliey ought to be excused ; but 
let them remember that their conduct is the more unjustifiable, as they 
are sensible of their folly. If a husband be unkind and cruel, it is a 
great affliction, and the scripture tells ns that all things uf that nature 
are grievous ; but as contrary as they are to fiesh and blood, yet tliey 
arise not from the dust, and It is not for us to contend with our Maker. 
He that can, with a word, control the winds and seas, can with as lit- 
tle trouble avert any storm tliat threatens, when lie cees us fit obj< cts of 
mercy. For if we attempt to shake off Uic yoke, or tuink b^ sfrirfgling 
to make the chain pit looser upon us, we t;han soon be convinced of our 
error, like birds taken in a net, who b} beating tlieir feathers off, in- 
crease their misery, and at the same time disable themselves from mak- 
iogtheir escape. 

Those amongst us that know we have been so obliging as never to de> 
serve an ill word from our persecutors, should rememwr, tliat still we 
every day deserve God's chastisements, and that wicked and unreason- 
able men are a sword of his, which wounds us die deeper the more we 
Jove the hand which he employs for our coirection. But how sharp so- 
ever it is, yet we should not repine, considering it is to humble us, ia 
order to draw us nearer to himself. He has said, that when we have 
arrived at a proper degree of perfection, we shall be free from all our 
sufferings ; but as long as we continue to ofl[end we shall be punished 
either in Uiis world, or, what is infinitely worse, in the world to como 

I have a lew thoughts more to send you on the same subject, whic^ 
am not able at present to commimicnte, being in a poor state of heaH. 
but I am still, dear madam. Your sincere friead. 

LETT£R 158. 
To the same, 

OXAR HAD&H, 

In compliance with yonr request, I mentioned a few things concemii^ 
marriage, and, accordmgr to my promise, now send you the remainder. 

It is certainly a very silly thing for people to quarrel who must be 
friends again ; unless they choose rather to live asunder than submit to 
many things they cannot approve. I will not pretend to deterinine what 
provocation is sufficient to justify such a breach, nor to say that it can- 
not be justified, since even the l>est of women have parted from their 
husbands, although they seem sincerely to lavnent their separation. Nor 
do«« their rondnct accuse them of having done it ligfat^, or upon the 
account of lakiiig their pleasure, which would soon he discovereo, as te 
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fldch drcumstaboeB all eyes tut vpotk Jmhd, and chey loait Ihrv nort i«» 
•erred than the rent of the world, or eke they would quickly \m liable 
to such a censure as must vindicate the conduct of their hmbandi. 

And thoi^h in all quarrels betwixt a man and bis wife, if it eooMi to 
a hot dispute, there are faults in both parties, yet the weaker veMal m 
■o little considered, merely for beii^ weak, tbey are tery oAmi hbimad 
much more f liaa they deserve ; which they can no way resent so weU aa 
by a strict observance of their relative duties, and to endeavor Id haw 
a conscience void of offence towards God and the world. 

Nothing upon earth can be said to afford satisfiictioD oaly aa cor !■► 
agination makes it appear so at a distance ; and this prospaet it draand 
fay fancy in such various shapes, that what wodd be a dali|fat to om 
IS real misery to another ; and age orp "- -* * *" 



the same persons such different notions, that they crow sick at tke vary 
things they languished for before. This is probably the reaaoa why on 
people are so much for denying young ones thoaa innooeat divefHOOi 
which they have grown wearv ot themselves; though,^ perhaps, at the 
same time they may gratify peir own foible in sometbinj^ ^VHdly ridie* 
ulons. It is tltis contrariety in the mind that makes matrimoBy so unea- 
sy ; for when one sets up a separate Diana to^ worship, their hearta 
cannot be full of affection to one another ; and if both are bigoted in 
their own way, it too often ruins, not only themselves, but also their in- 
nocent diildren. But you,^ madam, are in no danger of fiilliog into tb&i 
error, being of too complyii^ a nature to bring yourself and otbors into 
any inconveniency on that score ; and I rejoice to hear how omoovad 
vou appear under so great a provocation. I confess, that a bl■dbaBd^l 
Keeping another before one's eyeg, is the cruelest thing he can do; yet, 
even in that case, it is roost prudent td show no frowardncM ; fer At 
mistress will be sure to entertain him with mirth and caresiiqg, wbicb 
win make the wife's frowns apfiear more intolerable, and stic£ womai 
never fail to magnify all domestic accidents. 

These prostitutes are, indeed, the greatest enemies to conjni^ love ; 
for them the ^ntlemen put on their best countenances, and with Htmm 
tliey pass their most pleasing hours ; the spleen and ill humor is reserv- 
ed for the wife of his bosom, who must share in nothing but the griev- 
ances, till they become partners in their wants, whidi invariably follow 
such courses. Some few instances we have seen of hasbnnds wbo bava 
been reclaimed by a wife's tenderness, before the intrigue has gone too 
far, but I believe none were ever hectored cut of it 

Some men are so kind to their wives as to endeavor to eoooeal their 
falsehood ; which if they do, it is very indiscreet for the ladiea to in- 
quire into It, and they are no friends wno rive them the mfbrma- 
tion. He that goes about to hide his tunofar, raows either a sense of 
sliame, or a regard to his spouse ; and that may in time weaa him fWm 
such company, or at least it in a sign be does not desire to grieve her, 
which most men esteem their great prerogative, and would loae half 
tlieir satisfaction In their intrigues, were it not fer the pleasure of tor* 
mcnting their wives. There are some huslnnds, who, to use the cJd M*i 
rpi b, *' linvp stretched the bow till it has broWe,'- for any woman waoaa 
heart w ill. c> ted of every virtuous principle, in such cnsef, will retorv 
9» 
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the ocMDpniiieiiC, especially when stimulated both by {Aide and revenge. 
8be thinks a gallant's admiration repairs the affront wnich a husband 
puts upon her charmS) by giving her place to another, perhaps less hand* 
some than herself. This has Men thou^t a plausible exctue by man^ 
women, and upon their husbands running astray, have divertM their 
melancholy hours at the expense of their honor. But whatever I have 
said of mutual feelings, I oo not make any comparison^ in fiivor of my 
own sex, as I know tlie crime is much greater in the wife, and even de- 
testable, modesty being the highest ornament of women, aud the castina 
it off becomes a sin both against God and nature. For my part, if 4 
commit a fault against my sex, in being for so n^nch resisnation, thev 
must pardon me ; for I cannot advise others to more obedience than 1 
would wish to practice mvself ; and J intreat all those who despise ma 
as beli^ so tame a fool, that they would banish all anger oat of their 
minds for one year and then tell me if they have not more content is 
forgiving than returning a reproach. 

I fear I have alreadv exceeded the bounds of a letter, ibr which 1 
ought to make an apology, but more words would give you. trouble 
therefore I will only beg of you to excuse and love 

Your ever sincere and affectionate friend 

LETTER 169. 

f)rotn a Lady to her Friendj whose Lover had basely deserted het 

and married another. 

UY DEAR FRIEND. 

Our expectation or happiness is generally so ^i1 placed that it is nc 
wonder we meet with perpetual- disappointments. When omr choice 
arises from passion we have so very L.ind a guide as will inevitably leaf: 
us to destruction ; for thougli love appears then gentlest, yet oiu* adec 
lions are so much tlie right of our Almighty Creator, that as often af 
we fix them immoderately upon any of the fadii^f objects here below, 
we are certainly guilty of sacrilege to the Divine goodness, which fauh 
is commonly punished by the very thing we doat o.i. This, I doubt not, 
has been vour case, and not yours alone ; for soon or late, few escape 
that mischief, especially amongst our Weaker sex , whose tender nature 
leaves them most exposed to ruin ; and though tliey see others ship 
wrecked before their eyes, will yet venture out to sea on tlie same hot 
torn, insensible of danger, till they perish, and often fall unpitied. 

Men have a thousand advantages over us, but in the affair of court 
ihip they add cunning to all their other accomplidiments, and are as 
eealous to deceive as if their lives would be made happy by^ the cheat 
However, they will find it a sad mistake, at least if perjury is to be ae* 
counted for ; although your false traitor, like many others, may lock o* 
tiiat time /IS at a great distance. But I suppose he thinks himself ex* 
cused, as being more knave than fool, which title, indeed, is so higlily 
due to him, that I believe none will do him such manifest wrong as to 
dispute it; and I am sure, the blacker he appears, the greater reason' 
vou have tahless that Providence which permitted him to break the 
contract; for witliout doubt, he that proved so ill a lover t<> t!if> lM?s>t i*f 
mistresses would have made an in'.olerable husband to the lx:.st uf wives; 
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and ill usage would have cost you more than bis infideUtyf I am kmI- 
ble a heart bo generooa and constant as jfoars cannot ensihr eflkce tha 
deep impression he has made in it; that most be the mMrkor tiine, with 
God's assistance, which I hope will never tail yon. 1 do assors yon I 
am deeply touched with every thing that conoems yon ; nor is it witboot 
great regret that 1 submit to the unhappy circomslanoes which dcAais 
me from being the companion of your melancholy hoars, which I 
should endeavor, with all my power^ to divert. 

You say it is a daily aggraration to your trouble, to reflect that yott 
suffered yourself to be so easily imposed upon; but tluu, aa I told too 
before, is our common fate, although all hnpoetors are not equally hidi»* 
trious to be wicked ; and you ought not to eoodemn your own judgment 
for want of sagacity to discover a cheat, a. it would be to arraign dw 
conduct of almost all the human race. 

Pardon me, dear madam, for troubling you so fiur. Indeed I might 
have told you at first what I must mention now, and what you know al- 
ready, that lie only can give us comfort whom we seldom regard only 
when we are driven to it by necessity. Solomon, who had tried all tfaie 
alluring charms of love and beauty, whose qtiali^r and richei gare him 
an opportunity to gratify every inclination without any hoonds to his 
wishes, could call them all ** vanity and vexation of spirit.'* It is no 
wonder then if every one of us discover the same truth to our own coat. 
Let us therefore resolve, as much as we can, to submit ear wills to ths 
w^ill of our heavenly Father, who sees all our actions, and has so de* 
creed that our way to everlasting hapoiness should be throu^ the wil- 
derness of affliction. Yours affBCtioilRtely. 
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From a Ijody who had formerly kept a^Boardhur SeAool to another 

'e Eaueaiion. 



MADAM, 

I received your leUer, containing tlie following request, vis : What 
are the most proper methods to be used in conducting the education of 
young ladies, so as to avoid extravagance on the one hand, and mean- 
ness on the other ? This is a very important question, and perhapa 
above my poor abilities to answer. However, as I have had many years 
experience in female education, I shall tell you my thoi^htB on the tnh- 
ject with the greatest freedom. It is the misfortune of the present age, 
that almost all ranks of people are so much in&tnated as to strive vvno 
shall outdo one another m extravagance, and a daughter of an ordinary 
tradesman can scarce be distinguished from one of the nobilityk If we 
inquire into the causes from which such eflfects flow, we shall find that 
tliey are partly owinff to the conduct of their motben, md partly to 
thuse intrusted with Sieir education. I shall mention a few thmgs re- 
lating to botli and you can judge of tlieir propriety. 

Mothers should, on every occasion, teach their daughters that It is a 

duty incumbent on them not to have aspiring views bc^nd that station 

* m wliich Providence has placed them. That humble, unaffected modes- 

,y in a pluff gown, will be preferred by every sensible person before ei- 

be vlks or Buisscls lace That i* m a greater accemplishment for a 
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Cradennan'k dax^finxir to wash a floor than to dance on h ; ar I mxh 
more useful to be able to dress a joint of meat, than to point out the 
paKicttlar merits of an actress, and applaud or condemn a song. Bu 
the keepers of boarding sc1kx)1s are still more culpable than parents 
No sooner is Miss phiMd in one of these seminaries than she is taught 
to consider herself a youm lacy, and is eren honored with that appel 
lation. Thus the seeds of vanity are sown in the first rudiments of 
learning, and continue to operate on her conduct as she advances ir 
years. 

It is almost inq^ible for those who are any way accfuainted witl 
hmnan nature to imagine that the girl who is taught to consider herself 
as a ladv can ever be a proper wim for a tradesman, and common sense 
teaches her that she has nothing greater to expect. 

But there is something still worse. She is not only unfit to be the 
wife of an honest, industrious tradesman, but she often occasions his m* 
in. She expects to be supported in the same extravagant manner as at 
the boarding school ; dissipation takes place of prtraence ; public di 
versions are more attended to tlian domestic duties; and the nnhap|yj 
husband, to enjoy peace, is often obliged to leave his business, that hii 
lady may be honored with his company. The fatal efiects of such ex* 
travpgance are soon felt, and the woman who fonnerly considered her- 
self as a lady, finds, by woful experience, that she had assumed an im* 
prcoer name. 

Tlie best, nay, the only way to educate children, consistent with their 
own station in life, is, on all occasions, to teach them not to expect mors 
than their birth entitles them to. It would likewise be very oeneficial 
to the nation, if those women who keep boarding schools were to in 
struct the girls in useful employments, rather than in useless arts, that 
cannot be of any real benefit to them, but on the contrary are a mate- 
rial injury in their intercourse with the world. 

I have thus tlirown together a few reflections upon the subject of fis- 
male education, but it is imposisible to treat it properly in the small 
compass of a letter, but I will endeavor to be more explicit in a future 
communication. In the mean time, believe me, dear madam. 

Your sincere friend. 

LETTER 161. 

To a young Man on the commencement and pttrntit of TV'ade. 

Having formerly stated to you the nature and advantages t>f pru- 
dence and discretion, I will now instance the particulars wherein yoi« 
are called to the exercise of it, viz : 

1. In gettii^ a full insight into yonr calling ; so as to know the parts 
and lawful arts and methmls of it. Tlie nature and quality of tliecom 
. modities you deal in ; proper times and placei: for buying and vending 
them ; tlie quantities of each that are most likely to produce advantage* . 
the best method and art of manufacturing goods, and the certain nos> 
tmms which are in must callings, and on which much of the success of 
/hem (]e[>ends ; these and every other part should be well studied and 
fully understooid. Leave it to others to pr' ie ihemselvea in the knowl 
e<!ge of callings foreign to their own ; or to l)e curioui»ly Dryinf( Intotlw 
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conduct ana ooncenw of others; and remember, " tlie wisdom ot ttm 
prudent is to understand his own way.*' Your trade or calling is your 
;troper province, for the improvement of which yuur mind and capaci*. 
lies sliould be employed ; and neither God nor man will condemn yoa 
for inexperience in the busmess c^ others. . Let the time of your ap« 
prenticeship be carefully improved to this end. Treasure up all the 
knowledge you can attain by observation and instruction, and never be 
ashamed to continue learning any honest skill ; for no fortune or appli* 
cation will support a man who is remarkably defective In knowle^m. 
Yoar success is likely lo be that of a rich vessel guided by an unskifiul 
pilot, in danger soon to be shipwrecked and bst. On the other handy 
all masters would endeavor honestlv and faithfully to instruct their ap* 
prentices in the lawful and gainful mysteries of their callings. Tim 
Jbey are bound to do by their own agreement, and by all the rules of 
justice and honor 
2. In the prudeut choice of the several circumstances of trade. 
For time. Choose that which is most soitable for your busineMS 
** for to every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose."—- 
Antl among the rest, ** a time to buy, and a time to sell," which ever/ 
wise tradesman will observe. Tlie future contingencies of business, and 
the rise and Tall of the value of commodities, often depend upon such 
uncertain or such unkiiown caaies, that the deepest penetration is not 
able to fathom ; but, to buy goods wlien they aiie clieap, and sell them 
when they are growing dear ; and at all times to lie (^utioiis of over- 
charging yourselves with dear or changeable goods, are maxims of pru- 
dence that never vary. Futurity is hid from us, Ixit discretion is given 
to direct us, and those of the best discernment and sagacity are most 
likely to be successful. 

I or place. Prudence will direct the tradesman to consider which is 
most suitable and proper for his calling, and fix there. The conveni- 
ences of his family must give way to the conveniences of his business, 
and his fancy be r^ulated by his judgment in this affair. That place 
may be exceeding proper and aivantageoiui for one emplo}inent, which 
persons of a different one must starve in ; and a fine house, or a |)lea8- 
ant situation, or even a small rent, will not make amends for the waiA 
of customers. 

Great prudence is necessary in the choice of persons. First, whom 
to tnist ; for, it is not the metal that glitters most that is always the 
richest ; men are often deceitful, and too many make it their business te 
deceive, and enrich themserves with the spoils of the imwary and cred- 
bIous. It is better, therefore, to be at the pains of a diligent inquiry 
after their abilities for the trust which we repose in them, than endure 
the grief of sad experience, that we were mistaken in our apprehen- 
sions conceminff them.^ Certain it is, that as there is prudence in trust- 
ing some, and charity in trusting others, so tliere are many whom it is 
^ neither prudent nor charita 3le to trust at all. Whom to deal with ; to 
wit, witn men of conscience, or at least of common honesty ; for these 
may be relied upon with more security tlian others, and it is at nil times 
more creditable to correspond witli men of virtue than with knaves, 
nnd common fame will ^nerally accquaint you who and what they are. 
I .astJy» whom to be familiar with. For though we should be friendly to 
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aU, yet familiar only with a few ; and they should be sudin as we mA> 
either receive good from, or do good unto. And even of these not too 
many ; for tlte tradesman's employment will not allow him time sufficien 
for performing the necessary offices of friendship to a great number.-* 
Let, therefore, the wise and prudent, the Tirtuous and good, be the per 
sons of your intimacy and choice ; for, nothing has a greater mfluenee 
on our present and future happiness or misery, than our chosen com- 
panions, as I have before observed. " He that walketh with wise meo 
shall be wise, but a companion of fools shall be destroyed." 

8. This prudence should appear in using mature deliberation in af- 
fairs of importance. It is too visible that even men of ingenoity are 
often ruined by their own rashness. Not considering the circomstaDeee 
that are necessary to direct them in proper conduct, nor viewms the 
the consequences that flow from them, they are carried on by a ^^aian 
ble appearance of things, or a hasty impetuosity of spirit, to the irre 
trievable ruin of themselves and families ; fancy or passion, not reaidl 
and judgment, being the guides of the«r actions. Others lose their op 
portunities of advantage by an unsettled, dilatory temper of mind, sos 

Ending their determinations till the proper season of acting is past.^ 
ue deliberation is therefore recommenaed, according to the importanc 
and difficulty of the afTair, and tlie limits of time it will admit of. If 
tlie case win allow of it, take a night's time to think of it ; for tha 
which is weighed over night, and reviewed in the morning, will be ir 
some degree ripe for a judicious resolution. Indeed, as to trifling eon 
cerns, it is childish and unnecessary to spend much time in determining 
concerning them ; but of the two, a circumspect slowness in words ant 
actions is preferable to too much speed, as being less dangerous ant 
hurtful. 

LETTER 162. 

To a young Gentleman, on hia entering into the World, toiih diret 

tions how to conduct himself, 

HT PEAR FRIEND, 

Your apprenticeship is near out, and you are soon to set up for your* 
self; that approaching moment is a critical one for vou, and an anxious 
one for me. A tradesman, who would succeed in bis way, must begin 
by establishing a character of integrity and p[ood manners ; widiout ua 
former, nobody will |o to his shop at all ; without the latter, nobody will 
go there twice. This rule does not exclude the fair arts of trade. Ho 
may sell his goods at the best price he can, witliin certain bounds. Ha 
may avail himself of tlie huraur, the whims, and the fentastical tastes 
of his customers; but what he warrants to be good must be really so; 
what he seriously asserts must be true, or his fraudulent practices wiH 
soon end in a bankruptcy. It is the same in higher life, and the great 
business of tlie world. A man who does not solidly establisli, and r^* , 
ally deserve, a character of truth, probity, good manners, and good mo- 
rals, at his first setting out in the world, may iro|)osc, and shine like a 
meteor fur a very short time, hut will very noon vanish, and be extin 
guishcd wiih contempt. People esisily pardon, in young men, the com 
mon irregularities of the sensen ; hnt they do not U>rgi\e tlic leart io4 
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of the heart. I lie lie««rt never erows better by age } I fear worac, al* 
wayn harder. A young liar willbe an old one ; and a yonng knave will 
•nly be a greater knnve as he grows older. But should a bad young 
neart, accompanied w itii a gocxl head, which by the way is very seldoa- 
he case, really reform in a more advanced age, from a oonscMMimeaB of 
its A>lly as well as of its guilt ; such a conversion would only be tboai^ 
prudential and politic, but never sincere. I hope in God, and I verily 
believe that you want no nooral virtue. Your character in Che world 
must be built upon that solid foundation, or it will soon fiill* and opoc 
your own head. You cannot, therefore, be too careftd, too nice, too 
ci-upuk>us, in establishing this character at first, upon which your wliole 
depends. Let no conversation, no example, no fashion, no siUv desire 
of seeming to be above what most knaves, and many fools, call prejo* 
dices, ever tempt you to avow, excuse, extenuate, or kiugh at tlie l«ist 
breach of morality; but feliow, upon all occasions, a detestation 
and abhorrence of it. There, though young, you ought to be strict ; 
and there only, while voung, it becomes you to be strict and severe. 
But there too, spare the persons white you kish the crimes. AU this re- 
lates, as you easily judge, to the vices of the heart ; such as lyinff , fraud, 
envy, malice, detraction, &c. and I do not extend it to the firailties of 
youth, flowing from higli spirits and warm bk)od. It would ill become 
you, at your age, to declaim against tliero, and sententiously censure a 
gallantry, an accidental excess of the table, a frolic, an inadvertency ; 
no, keep as free from them yourself as you can ; but say nothii^ against 
them in others. They certainly mend by time, oflen by season ; and a 
man*s worldly character is not affected by them, provided it be pure m 
all other respects. 

To come to a point of mucli less, yet of very great consequence, at 
your first setting out. Be upon your guard against vanity, the common 
foiling of inexperienced youth ; but particularly against that kind of 
vanity, tliat dubs a man a coxcomb. It is not to he imagined by how 
many ways vanity defeats its own purposes. 

One man decides peremptorily upon ^very subject, betrays his igno- 
ranee upon many, and shows a duffiustmg presumption upon tlie rest. 
Another desires to appear successful among women ; he hints at the en- 
couragement he has received from those of the most distinguished rank 
and beauty, and intimates a particular connection with some one. If it 
is true it is ungenerous; if false it is infamous; but in either case he 
destroys the reputation he wonts to get. Some flatter their vanity by 
little extraneous objects, which have not the least relation to themselves, 
inch as beinff descended from, related to, or arauainted witli people of 
distinguislied merit, and eminent characters. They talk perpetually of 
their grandfatlier such a one, their uncle such a one, and their intimate 
. friend such a one, whom possibly they are hardly acquainted with. But 
admitting it all to be as they would iiave it. What then 1 Have they 
.he more merit for those accidents 1 Certainly not. On the contrary, 
J;eir taking them up adventitiously proves their want of intrinsic merit ; 
^ rich man never borrows. Take this rule for granted, as a never fail- 
ing one, that you must never seem to affect die character in which you 
lave u mind to shine. AloJepty i« die « nly sure Irait when you angle 
or pt aise This affecta'.ton of coiu*ase vlil nmke even a firave man 
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pttM only for n bully ; as the afiectation of wit will make a man of pain 
paw for a coxcomb. By this modesty I do not mean timidity or awk- 
ward bashfulness. On the contrary, be inwardly firm and steady, know 
your own value, whatever it may be, and act upon tl)at principle ; but 
■ake care to let nobody discover that you do know your own value 
Whatever real merit you have other people will discover ; and people 
always magnify their own discoverieH as they lessen those of others. 

For God*s sake revolve all these things serioiisly in your thonghts be- 
fore vou launch out alone into the world. Recollect the ofaeervatioos 
which you have yourself made upon mankind, compare and connect 
them with my instructions, and then act 8}'stematically and ooneeqaen- 
tially from tHem. Lay your little plan now, which you will berttfier 
extend and improve by your own observations, and by the advloe of 
those who can never mean to mislead you. 

I am, your faithful and affectiomite friend. 

LETTER 163. 
f^om a Lady to her F)riend who had buried her Hwhand, 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

Impute not my silence to any want, but the excess of kindnesi, which 
makes me too much a partner of your sorrow to find words at all aaita- 
ble to tlie share I have with you in it. If, therefore, I am the last in 
condoling, I do most faithfully assure you, that it is not insensibility, but 
the highest degree of love and tenderness that occasioned it. The grief 
tliat is least is«oonest expressed, and perhaps the more noise it imJief 
the less mischief is sustained by it. Had I been unctmcerned my thoughts 
and pen miglit have been more free, tliough I could not have nid any 
thing sufficient to stem so violent a tide as yonr just lamentations. 1 
might have ofiered some poor reasons against other women's afflicting 
themselves so much, which I should be ashamied to mention to you, hav- 
ing been a witness how far your husband's love and merits excelled the 
best of men I ever met with j and I am so sensible of your reciprocal 
afiection, that I know tlie power of God only can support you under 
such a separation, which I believe was more terrible than death itself. 
But, m^ dear friend, your sorrow is not as one without hope. Useyow 
utmost endeavors to submit to the hand of the Almighty, with as ranch 
resignation in this as you did in yonr own distemper, thoiigh that only 
assaulted your body while this pierces your heart. ^ You: must remember 
that it was the same merciful God that gave you him who has now tak- 
en him to himself; and in the midst of your afflictions, bless God lor 
sparing you so lon^ for tlie sake of your children. I hope you will con- 
sider that tliis parting is to his inexpressible advantage, and has rranov- 
ed him from a transitory and imperfect, to an everlasting happineas, 
whither, I doubt not, you are daily preparing to follow him ; and since 
it has pleased God to deny you the rhrther assistance of such an exam- 
ple and counsellor, he \ivii1 abundantly recompense that loss, by a great- 
er measure of his grace, to carry you through those trials and tempta 
tions tu Avhich you are daily exposed, unless }'ou neglect to implore hif 
helf), by giving up yon* ^If to such melancV.'>1y as must discompose your 
rActiUic8, while •• j^eakcnn yonr natural constitution. If the saiaUi i» 



ON FRIKHDftHIF. 130 

Maven are acquainted with what happenii in thb lower world, they niaiC 
disapprove ot such a conduct as leaik tfiem to eootend with their mat- 
est benefactor and best friend. Shall the thing formed say to its Maker, 
why hast thou done so 1 The time is faat approaching when yon, beiBf 
freed from all entanglements with this snbhinarv world, must visit those 
regions where you will again see your belovea spouse, in a state never 
to be intemiptM, never to have an end, where yea must be happy. 
This I have learned even from heatlien sages, that all violent pains are 
short, and but of transitory duration. But we Christiaas are miliged t* 
consider affliction in a quite different light, as the chastisement of our 
heavenly Father, whose benevolence bhis darNi% attribute. 

If the dissolution of the righteous ^ to exempt them from hbor, 
though our temporal interest makes us eager to detain them longer with 
us, yet the sense of what they enjoy in heaven must be a |reat meant 
of abating our grief. Some, indeed, have so little comfort in this workl 
that they are ready to say with Job of old : ** Wheretbre is light given 
to him that is in misery, and life unto tlie bitter in soul ; which long for 
death and it cometh no't, and dig for it more than for bidden treasures ; 
which rejoice exceedingly, and pre glad when they can find the grave.** 

Your most flattering hopes could not, in the course of nature, have 
been many years longer gratified with his company ; thereibre vou must 
not spend the remainder of your days in mourning, but being fully con- 
vinced of the vanity of every thing mortal, let us submit to every alter- 
ation as the servants of Goo, who has graciously promised to lay no 
more upon us thaa we can bear. That yon ma^ experience that mercy 
to assist you in this trial of yoitr faith and patience, b the prayer of, 
dear ma^m. Yotn* ever affectionate friend. 

I JITTER 164. 
Firom a Gentleman to hiM Friend in distressed ch^euwutmneiM, toko 

had endeavored to conceal his poverty, 
DXAK aiB, 

I am extremely concerned to find you have so ill an opinion of me as 
to hide your miefoitunes, and let ntc hear of them from anodier hand. 
I know not huw to interpret voiir conduct, as it makes me fear yoti nev- 
er esteemed my friendship, if*^ you ctHikl imagine that any alteration in 
your circumstances should ever l)e 'able to chui^e my love. I had » 
difl^rent opinion of our mutual obligations to each other, and should 
h«ve thought it an injury to your generous naUire, had > concealed an^ 
thing concernir^ myself from you, ihotigti it might have I ca s enad me la 
your esteem, f hoped, till now, you had put the same confideooe in me, 
who had nothing to rer-rnimeod me to yonr &vor, but plain smoerhy of 
soul ; and whose soks design was to promote tlie happiness of my friend. 

1 dare not quarrel with you now, lest you should consider roe as tak- 
ing the advantages of you in your present diMtresu, and iiuhice you to 
fareeJiL off a correi>])Opdence as dcmr to me as ever ; and this leads me to 
tay something of real frienclt^hip in gcHie^al. Real firiendship b BOt 
ooofinad to any station in life ; h b c<Hnroon in the meanest cottage, 
•ad has even sometimes been ftnind in the palace. Simplicity of maa^ 
am, and integrity in all oar actions, naturally bad us to cxpeet sincar 
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h« n die conduct of those with whom we are any way coonected. Tbf 
iropcrrections incident to human nature are so numerous, that we are 
tfohcitous of finding some person to whom we can unbosom our minds, 
and lay open the inmost recesses of our hearts. A real friend, in order 
to preserve the cliaracter he has assumed, will, in the first place, endeav- 
or to discharge every duty incumbent upon him to all his fellow crea^ 
tures. But still there is sometliing wanting ; and althoiwh we may be 
pliilanthropists in general, yet we like to place our affections on one 
particular object. 

Why, m;^ friend, any suspicion of my sincerity ? Why did you con 
ceal your distress from me 1 Friendiship is of too sacred a nature to be 
trifled witli, and the man who does not act consistent with his profes- 
sions prostitutes that amiable appellation. No mental reservation can 
oe used in friendship, for whene\^r that happens there is some doubt of 
sincerity, which for the most part ends either in toUil indifference, or 
which is infinitely worse, an absolute hatred. I am sorry to say, diat 
there are few people who either know or value the blessings of friend- 
shio ; if they did tliey would not, upon ever}* frivolous occasion, find 
fault with tlie conduct of their fellow creatures. 

. At present, my dear friend, let my purse, however empty, be at your 
service, but let it never be more of»en than my heart. Conceal nothing 
from me, and all I have is yuurs. Wc were once friends, let us onl> 
remain so. Let me hear an account from you of your present circum- 
stances, and my last shilling shall be spent in your service.. Let the 
sincerity of my friendship lie estimated only according to my actions, 
and if it shall appear that 1 hsive acted inconsistent with the saoned 
name of friendship, let mc be forever biotteii out nf your memory. 

I am, sir, your sincere well wisher 

LETTER 166. 

FS'Otn a Gentleman lately returned from ht* travels to hU Frtend, 

concerning Loyalty. 

DEAR SIR, 

It is very natural for the most curious travellers, after having spent 
some time abroad, to return with joy to their own country ; but much 
more pleasant to me who did not go out of it by my own dioice, but 
impelled by necessity. 

When 1 returned, I hoped to find a eimeral tranquility among all 
ranks of peop>e, and the animosities which subsistCMd when I wttit 
abroad, buried in perpetual oblivion. But I was Itrangely amazed lo 
find the same spirit of murmuring as before. In one pku» the ministiy 
are said to be seeking the loaves and fishes, and the patriots are endeav- 
oring to dispossess them, with no other view than to obtain their pjaoes. 
In one place we are told, that the ministers are abandoned defaan- 
dices, and when the courtiers return the compliment to the patrioCiy dM 
answer is, that a man may be an abandoned villain, a scancHiI to mnan 
nature, and yet a lover of his country. If you adc these sc\'ei'al mts 
of gentlemen what it is they wish for, you will find diey have Mf«m 
»<Kb in view. Some of tliem are men that have, by their ' stravaganoe, 
i^nt their fortunes, lost tlieir credit, and therefore are ir violant basis 
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. for a war, in buiien by plunder to replenish tlicir pockets, like vultucet 
who keep hovering over a dead carcase, lliey speak akHid just as they 
would have it, that all tilings are running to confusion. Otbers, likA 
crows love the fruits of the earth, but hate tlie smel of gunpowder ; and 
these afiirm as positively, though not so kMidly, that we bhall be ioevita- 
bly ruined unless there is a change of the ministry. A third sort of this 
disaffected party, are a set of men like moles, that are always digging 
under ^ound, and no kind of soil can escape their tak>ns. 

Besides tlicse there is another party, whose designs are extremely for- 
eign to any of the rest, and yet they are eqoaliy pernicious. There are 
several select companies of drunkards, who imvtead of mindii^ their 
own business, assemble at different ale houses to settle the state of the 
nation over a tankard of porter or a bowl of punch. Thrae may prop- 
erly be called, 

A pampered people, and debauclicd with ease. 
No king can govern, and no God can please. 

Tlie above gentry are a real nuisance to human society, ns the^ raise 
groundless fears in the minds of peaceable people, who think M high 
time to feel their grievances when they really happen. 

No man can be more a friend, and even advocsite f<)r the liberties of 
iiis country than myself; and a patriotic magistrate will at all tiroes at- 
tend to the voice of tlie people, and as a common father, love to be put 
in mind of his duty. But when I hnd no fault committed by the admin- 
istration, except such as is insepanibly connected with human nature, I 
^consider the abettors as real incendiaries, who' want to create dissen- 
tions among a brave united people. 

For my own part, when I consider the nrescnt distracted state of af- 
fairs, and compare it with my duty as an individual, 1 am ready to cry 
out with the Psalmist: ** May peace be within lier walls, and piYMperitv 
within her palaces !'* May they provper who wish her well, and seeK 
her peace continually ! and in tliis wisli, I doubt not but you will join 
heartily with z our friend 

LEITER 166. 
To a young Man on Prudence, 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

The first thins necessary for a happy pro|press in business, is prudence 
or discretion, lliis, as it relates to trade, is a habit of mind enabling 
us to conduct our affairs in the wisest and best manner: or, in other words, 
it u pursuing the proper end, by the best means, and in the fittest time. 
It is not that serpentine craft, which lies in wait to captivate the unwary, 
impose upon the credulous, and overreach the weak understanding, and 
which teaclies men to increase their wealth by injustice and firand. God 
has given to man no superior wisdom or skill, to be directed to ends so 
ecmtraiT to his own nature and will, and the good of mankind. Bat it 
is that honest wisdom, which is consistent with a good conscienee, and 
an ornament to it. Prudence is subtility refined from all those base and 
■njust views, as subtility is wisdom corrupted by them. Wisdom, like 
ViiiU is pleasant to behoM ; it quickens tNi spirits, difpoaae the mind te 
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a cheerful aciivity, and iiiukes the passages of life clear and open. Uih 
der God, it enables us to ac(|uire and enjoy many advantages we ooold 
not ollierwise attain; and obviates many evils and inconveniences to 
which we are liable. Whatever good arises from deliberate advice, sa- 
gacious foresiffht, stable resolution, and orderly conduct, wisdr^n confers. 
Whatever evib procceed from blind ignorance, false presumption, unwa- 
ry credulity, precipitate rashness, wisdom prevents. It b^ets in us tlie 
reasonable hope of success ; and quiets the heart in the want of it. God 
having given to man a considering mind, sagacity and foresight, which 
he has denied to otlier creatures, they who act Aiolislily, so far degrade 
the man, and resemble ilie brute; and manv are mined l^ their own in- 
discretion and folly, Without anv other visible means than tliat they were 
tliemselves rash, wilful, or weak. But, when our intentions are good, 
and the means proper, we may hope that allwise goodness will prosper 
us ; our successs will then be doubly pleasant. Or, if we are disappoint- 
ed, we shall disarm tlie aflliction of what makes the deepest wound, the 
reflection that it was c«iused by our own ibily. It is not supposed that 
our wisdom and prudence can' control the events of divine Frovidenoe* 
or make our dependance upon God unnecessary. But it will hinder us 
from being our own destroyers, and is the means which the governor of 
tlie world uses to bestow prosperity and happiness where he is diposed 
to vouchsafe the enjoyment of tliem. A considerate head is often mora 
successful than the laborious hand ; though both should be united in moat 
employments. Your sincere friend. 

LETTER 167. 
7V> the same, on the vicueitudes of Human Life, 

MY YOUNG FRIEND, 

Remember that human life is but as the joume;^ of a day. We rise 
in tlie morning of youtli, full of vigor and expectation, set forward with 
spirit and hope, witli gaiety and with diligence, and travel on awhile 
in the straight road of piety, towards tlie mansions of rest. In a short 
time we remit our fervor, and endeavor to find some mitigation of our 
duty, and some more easy means of obtaining the same end. We tlten 
relax our vigor, and resolve to be no more terrified with crimes at a dis- 
tance, but rely upon our own constancy, and venture to approach wliat 
we resolve never to touch. We thus enter the bowers of ease, and re- 
pose in the shades of security. Here the heart soAens and vigilaoee 
subsides ; we are then willing to inquire, whether another advance can- 
not be made, and whether we may not at least turn our eyes upon the 
gardens of pleasure. We approach them with scruple and hesitatu»; 
we enter them timorous and trembling, and always hope to pass throi^ 
tliera. without losing the road of virtue, which for awhile we keep in our 
sight, and to which we propose to return. But temptation succeeds 
temptation, and one compliance preoares us for another ; we, in time, 
k>se the happiness of innocence, and solace our disquiet with sensual 
notifications. By d^rees we let fall the remembrance of our orjgaal 
intention, and quit the only actuate object of rational desire. We en- 
tangle ourselves in business, immerga ourselves in luxury, and reve 
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rough die labyrlnlhi of ineoBfltaiiGy, till tke darksMiof dd mm htpm 
invade ufl.and diflea«e aad uniety ohrtnieC oar wbj, wo uwb took 
ck upon cor lives with horror, with lorrow, with repentance ; aad 
Ml, but too often vainly wish, that we haid not fbraaken the ways of 
rtue. Happy are they my friend, who learn not to despair* but sha 
member, that though the dav is past, and their stiength is 
ere yet remains one effort to be made ; that nIbrmatioB is nev 



M,nor sincere endeavors ever w i as si sted; that the wanderer mayV 
Bgtfa return after all hb errors ; aad that he who fanptotes stwpglh and 
oarage from above, shall find daqger aad dilBeiiltr give way ' 



LETTER 168. 
Dr. JohnMtm to Mrs. ThraU, m the vmkm qf Isi^r MfflMttAMi 

ZAR If ADAM, 

Since you have written to me with the attention and t e nd e m— ol 
ident time, your letters give me a great part of the pieunre which a 
fe of solitude admits. You will never bestow a share of your good will 
none who deserves better. Those that havtf loved fengest lovabMt 
. sadden blaze of kindness may, by a single Mast of eolcbess be axtbi- 
tiished, but that fondness, whidi leng^th of time has connected with many 
ircumstances and occasions, tbouch it may for a while be suppressed Igr 
inost or resentment, with, or wiuiout a eanse, » hourly revived by ao- 
idental recollection. To those that ha^ lived hmg together, every thiog 
card, and every thing seen, recabaome pleasure communicated, or soma 
enefit conferred, some petty quarrel, or srmie ri%ht endearment. Es- 
!em of great powers, or amiable qoalitiea newly d soovered, may cm- 
roider a day or week, but a friemnhip of twenty-yenrs, b interwoven 
rith tlie texture of life. A friend may be often found and lost, but an 
\ld friend never can be found, and nature has provided that he cannot 
abiiv be lost. . 

I have not forgotten the Davenants, though they seem to have foryot- 
en me. I b^no ver}' early to tell tbein what they have commonly fimnd 
be true 1 am sorry to hear of their building. I have filwfU^ wam- 
id those whcm I loved, against that mode of ostentatious waste. 

You seem to mention Lord Kilmurry, as a stranfsr. We were at hb 
lOuse in Cheshire ; and he one day dined with Sir lynch, Wfiat be 
rib me of the epigram b not true, but perhaps he dpeft isbt kqow it to 
» fabe. Do not you remember how he rejoiced m fiavny no park;be 
»ald not disoblige his neighbors by sending them «• vennKMi. 

The ft«quency of death to those who look uponb in the bbnreor Ar^ 
sadia,bvery£eadiul. Wa aU aU know what k ahoold teadi us s fat 
Mallbedirigenttoleam. Lacy Porter has fast her farothnr. But whoA 
kavelfaatt Let not yoor fav te be added to the monniftil eMnkgoa 
Vf rila aoon again to, madam* T®"*» ^'^ 
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LETTER 169. 
Mr, Locks to Mr. Molyneux, on the advatUagn o/Friatdth^ 

Tou look with the eyes, and speak the langoage of friendship, xrhen 

rm make my life of so much more concern to tiie world than your own. 
take it, as it is, for an effect of your kindness, and so shall not aocine 
yon of compliment ; the mistakes and over valoings of good will beh^ 
always sincere, even when tliey exceed what common truth allows. 
Tbos on my side I most beg you to believe that nr^ life would be mnch 
more pleasant and useful to me if you were within my reach, that I 
might sometimes enjoy your conversation, and, upon twenty occasions, 
lay my thoughts before yo'i, and have tlie advangage of your judgment 
I cannot complain that I have not my share of friends of all ranka, and 
such whose interest, assistance, affection, and opinions too, in fit cases, 
I can rely on. But melhinks, for all this, there is one place vacant, 
that I know nobod^that would fill so well as yourself; I want one near 
me to talk freely wtth, de quolibet ente ; to propose to the octravagan- 
cos that rise in my mind; one with whom I would debate several doubts 
and questions, to see what was in tliem. Meditating by one's self is 
like digging in the mine; it often, perhaps, brings up maidoi earth, 
which never came near the light before; but whetlier it contain any me- 
tal in it, is never so well tried as in conversation with a knowing, judi- 
cious friend, who carries about him the tnie touchstone, which is love 
of truth in a clear thinking head. Men of parts and judgment the world 
usually gets hold of, and by a great mistake, that their abilities of mind 
are lost, if not employed in the pursuit of wealth and power, engage 
them in tlie ways of fortune and interest, which usually leave but little 
freedom or leisure of thought for pure disinterested truth. And such 
who give themselves up frankly and in earnest, to the full latiuide of 
real Knowledge, are not every where to be met with. Wonder not, 
therefore, diat I wish so much for you m my neigliborhood. I should 
be too happy in a friend of your make, were you within mv reach. But 
yet I cannot but wish that business would once bring you within distance; 
and it is pain to me to think of leaving the world, without the happiness 
of seeing you. 

I do not wonder that a kinsman of yours should magnify civilities 
that scarce deserve that name ; I know not wherein they consumed, but 
in being glad to see one who was related to yon, and was himself tery 
ingenious ; eitlier of those was a title to more than I did, or could do. 1 
am sorry I have not yet had an opportunity to wait on him in Loodoo, 
and I fear that he should be gone before I am able to get thither. This 
long winter and cold spring has hunff very heavy upon my lungs, and 
they are not yet in a case to te ventured in London air, which most be m$ 
Mcuse for not waiting upon him and Dr. Ashe yet. Yottra,&e. 

LETTER 170. 
The BUhop of Rochester to Mr, Pope. 

The Tower, A\vrW 10, 1729. 

TEAR SIR, 

I thank you for all the instances of your friendship, both belbraanA 
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■Incc my misfortuDes. A little time will complete them, and aeparale 
you anci me for ever. But in what part of t&e world soever I am, 1 wifl 
live mindful of your sincere kindness to me ; and will plaaM myself with 
the thoc^ht, that I live in your esteem and affection us much as ever 
1 did ; and that no accident of life, no distance of time or place, will al- 
ter you in that respect. It never can me ; who have loved and vakied 
van ever since I knew you, and sliall not foil to do it when I am not al- 
lowed fo tell you BO ; as the case will soon be. Give my faithful services 
to Dr. Arbu*hnot, and thanks for what he sent mc, which was much to 
the purpose, if an^ ^ing can be said to be to tlie purpose, in a case that 
is already determined. Let him know my defence will be such, that nd- 
thf^r my friends need blush for me, nor my enemies have great occasion 
of triumph, though sure of the victory. I shall want his advice before 
I go abroad, in many things, but I question whether I shall be permitted 
to see him, or any lx>dy, but such as are absolutely necessary towards 
tiie despatch of my private affairs. If so, God bless you both; may no 
|)art of tlie ill fortune that attends me, ever pursue eiiuer of you! I know 
not but I may call upon you atmy liearing, to say somewhat about my 
way of spending my time at the deanery, whicli did not seem calculated 
towards managing plots and conspiracies. But of that I shall consider { 
you and I have spent many hours together, upon much pleasanter sub^ 
jects; and, that I may preserve the old custom, I shall not part with 
you now till I have clos^ this letter with three lines of Milton, which 
you, 1 know, readily, and not witliout some d^ree of concern, apply to 
to your ever affectionate friend. 

Some natVal tears he dropt, but wip*d them soon * 

Tlie world was all before where to choose 

His place of rest ; and Providence his guide. 

LETTER i7L 

Dr. Arbuthnot to Mr, Popt, 
DEAR sir; 

I little duubt of your kind concern for me, nor of that of the lady yoo 
incntiun. I have nothing to repay my friends with at present, but 
prayers and good wishes. I have tlie satisfaction to find that I am an 
oHiciuuKly served by my friends as he that has thousands to leave in leg- 
aciee, besides the assui-auoe of their sinoeritv. God Almighty has madn 
my bodily distress as easy as a thing of that nature can be. I havB 
found some relief, at least sometiniep, from the air of this place. My 
nights are bad, but many poor creatures are worse. 

As for you, my good friemi, 1 think, since our first aequaintamoQ, 
there have not been any of tliese little suspicions or jealousies tliat oAea 
affect the sincerest friendships; i am sure not on my side. I must be «» 
sincere as to own, that though I could not help 'valuing yoa lor thoe* 
talcou whi 'h tlie world prizes, yet they were not the foundation 4>f m 
friendship ; they were quite of another aurt ; nor shall 1 at present oi- 
fend you by enumeratii^ them ! And I iiuike it my last request, that you 
will continue that noblq disdain and abliorrence of vice which you f 



naturally endued with, bat still with a doe resard to your own safsU and 
suidv more to inform than to chastise, though the one cannot be«nBci«d 
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without the other. Lord Batliurst I have always honoiied, for every 
|rood quality that a person of his rank ought to have ; pray give my re- 
spects and kindest wishes to the family. My venison stomach is gone, 
but I have those about me, and often with me, who will be very glad ol 
his present ; if it is left at my house it will be transmitted safe to me. 

A recovery in my case, and at my age, is impossible ; the kindest 
wish of my friends is eutharuuia ; living or dying I shall always be your 

Sincere Friend. 

LETTER 172. 
Letter from Mr, West to Mr, Gray, eoHciUnghie eorretpondenee, 

fIR, 

You use me very cruelly ; you have sent me but one letter since I have , 
been at Oxford, and tliat too agreeable not to make me sensible bow 
great my loss is in not having more. Next to seeing you is the pleasure 
of seeing your hand writing ; next to hearing you is tlie pleasure of hear- 
ing from you. Really and sincerely I wonder at vou, tiiat ^'ou thought 
it not worth while to answer my letter. 1 hope that this will have let- 
ter success in behalf of your quondam school fellow ; in belialf of one 
who has walked hand in hand wiLi you, like the two children in the 
wood, ^ 

Tliro* many a flow'ry path and shelly grot. 
Where learning lull a us in her private maze. 
The very thought, you see tips my pen with poetry, and bi*ings Eton to 
my view. Consider me very seriously here in a strange country, inhab- 
ited by thing<i that call themselves doctors and masters of arts ; a coun- 
try flow in? with syllogisms and ale, and where Horace and Virgil are 
equally unKnown ; consider me, I say, in tltis melanclioly light, and then 
think if something be not due to Yours, &e. 

LETTER 173. 
Dr. Johnson to Mrs, Tfirale, on the death of her Husband. 

DE4REST MADAM, 

Of your injunctions to pray for you and write to you, I hope to leave 
neither unobserved ; and I hope to find you willing, in a short time, to 
alleviate your trouble, by some other exercise of mind. I am not with- 
out my psut of tlie calamity. No death since that of my wife has ever 
oppressed me like this. But let us remember tliat we ai-e in the hands ol 
Him who knows when to give and when to take away ; who will kwk 
upon us with mercy, through all our variations of existence, and who in* 
vites us to call on him in the day of trouble. Call upon him in this greal 
revolution of life, and call with confidence. You then find comfort foi 
the past, and support for the future. He that has siven you happinea 
in marriage to a degree of which, without personal knowledge I dioaid 
have thought the description fabulous, ca^ give you another mode Oi 
happinesB as a mother ; and at last the happiness of losing all temporal 
cares in thouffhtsof an eternity in Heaven. 

I do not eiuiort you to reason yourself into tranquility. We mmt finl 
Dra;r, and then lalior; first implore the bh^ing of God, and those meaiM 
which he pots into our hands. Cultivated ground has few weeds; a mhid 
oocopied by lawful business, has Jittle room for uselew rei^ret 
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We read the will to-da]^ ; but I will not fill my first letter with any 
cUier account than tliat with all my zeal for your adyan'Jige, I am eatie- 
find ; and tliat the otlier executors, more used to consider property than 
I, commend it for wisdom and equity. Yet why should I not tell yon, 
that you have five hundred pounds for your immediate expenses, and two 
thousand pounds a year, with both the houses, and all the goods 1 

Let us pray for one aiiotlier, that the time, whether lonff or short, that 
shall yet be granted us, may be well spent; ^pd that when this life, which 
at the longest is very sliort, shall come to an end, a better may begin 
which shaD never ena. I am dearest madam, yours, &c 



LETTER 174. 

Orrery y deaeribm^ 
turn of Dean Swift. 



Mrs, WliUeway to Lord Orrery, deeeribmg the melaneholy aiftMi- 

" of Dei " "^ 



MT LORD, 

The easy manner in which yon reproach me, for not acquaintii^ yoa 
with the poor dean's situation, lays a fresh obligation upon me ; yet. 
mean as an excuse is for a fiiult 1 sliall attempt one to your brdship, and 
only for this reason,, that you may not think me capabie of neglecting any 
thino you should command me. I told you in my last letter the dean^ 
understanding was quite gone, and I fear^ the further particulars would 
only shock Uie tenderness of your nature, and the melancholy scene 
make your heart ache, as it has often done mine. I was the last per« 
son whom he knew, and when that part of his memory (ailed, be was so 
outrageous at seeing any body, that I was forced to leave him, nor could 
he rest for a night or two after seeing any person ; so that all the attend* 
ance whicli I could pay him, was calling twice a week to inquire after 
his health, and to observe that proper care was taken of him, and durat 
only look at him while his back was towards mie, fearing to discompose 
him. He .walked ten hours a day, and would not eat or drink if his 
servant stayed in the room. His meat was served up ready cut, and 
sometimes it would lie an hour on the table before he would touch it, 
and then eat it walking. About six weeks ago, in one night's time, his 
left eyeswelled as laree as an egg, and the lid, Mr. Nicholls, his sui^geon, 
thought would morti^, and many large biles appeared upon bis arms and 
body. The torture he was in is not to be describea. Five persons 
could scarce hold him for a week from tearing out his own eyes ; and, 
for near a month, he did not sleep two hours in twenty*four ; yet a mod- 
crate appetite continued, and what is more to he wondered at, the last 
days of his illness he knew me perfectly well, took me by the hand, called 
my name, and showed the same pleasure as usual in seeing me. I asked 
him if he would give me a dinner 1 He said, to be sure, my old (riend. 
Thus lie continued that day, and he knew the doctor and surgeon, and all 
his family so well, tliat Mr. Nicholls thought it possible to call for what 
lie wanted, and bear some of his old friends to amuse him. But alas ! 
ihis pleasure to me was but of short duration ; for the next day or two 
ii xviva all over, and proved to be only pain that had roused him. He is 
nou- free from torture ; his eye almost well, very quiet, and begins to 
cleeu, but ho ciinnot, without crreat difficulty, be prevailed on to walk a 
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tiini about liis room; and yet, m thia way, the physyciaas think he m#y 
bold oiit (or Bome tuna I am, my lord, your lordehip^ most obedidient 

Humble serrant. 

LETTER 176. 
Dr, Johutan to the Bonorabh Mr. IVyndham^ on hit {Dr. Jckn^ 
«on*«) recovery from iUnea*, 
Trc teadameM wkh which you have been pleated to treat me, tbron^b 
my loag iUoem, neither health nor aickness can, I hope, make ana forfet; 
and vou are not to suppose, after we parted you were no laager in my 
mind. But what can a sick man say, but that he is sick t His tlMMoights 
are necessarily concentrated in himself; he neither receives nor cangira 
deHffht; hia inquiries are after alleviations of pain, and his eflforts are to 
catch some momentary comfort. Though I am now in the neighbor- 
hood of the Peak, you must expect no account of its wonders, of ita hills, 
its waters, its caverns, or its mines ; but I will tell you, dear sir, what 
I hope you will not hear with less satisfaction, tliat, for about a week 
past, my asthma has beei. less afflictive. Yours, ke. 

LETrik 176. ^ 

Dr. Dodd to the King; toritten by Dr. Johneon. 

SIR, 

Mav it not offend your majesty, tlmt the most miserable of men applies 
himself to your clemency, as his last hope, and his last refoge ; that your 
mercy is most earnestly and humbly implored by a clei]^yman, iniom 
your laws and judges have condemned to the horror and ignominy of a 
public execution. • 

I confess the crime, and own the enormity of its consequences, and 
the danger of its examaple. Nor have I tiie confidence to petition for 
impunity ; but humbly hope, that public security mav be established, 
without tlie spectacle of a cteigyman dragged through the streets to a 
death of infamy, amidst the derision of the profligate and profane ; and 
that justice may be satis^ed with irrevocable esiile, perpetual disgrace, 
and hopeless penury. 

My life, air, has not been useless to mankind ; 1 have benefitted many. 
But my effsnces sigainst God are numberless, and I have but little time ' 
for repentance. Freflerve me, sir, by your prerogative of mercy, from 
the necessity of appearing unprepared at that tribunal before whid 
kings and subjects roust stand at last together. Permit me to hide mt 
guilt in some obscure comer of a foreign country, where, if I can evec 
attain confidence to hope that my prayers will be heard, th^ shall bt 
poured with all the fervor of gratitude for the life and happiness of you 
mi^ty. I am, sir, your majesty's tic. 

LETTER 177. 
Dr. Johneon to the Right Honorable Charles Jenkineon^ no%J Ear* 

of Liverpool. 
fin, 

Since tlie convirtidii anil coii*!innn;iti<)n (if Dr. Dodd, 1 have h;u!, l>y 
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the inlenreotioo of a firiend, MNne iatoraowae with him, and I ^m ma^ 
I thall loM nothing in your opinion bj t e a de n w or f ommiiji itiuu. 
Whatever be the crime, it is not oasy to have any knowle(%a o^ the de- 
linquent without a wiah that hif lile may he sjMured, at Cut when no 
life has been taken away by him. I will, therefore take the liberty of 
suggesting some reasons for which I wish this nahap|>y being to etcapf 



the utmost riffor of his sentence. 

He is, so far as I can recollect, the intt clergyman of oar chnrch who 
has suffered public execution for immorally ; and I know not whethir 
a would not be more for the intersst oTieligiga to bory audi ^n eftad- 
er in the obscurity of perpetual exile, than to expose him a m cart, aad 
on the galbws, to all who, for an? reason, are eMBiea to the daigy. 

The supreme power has, in all afes^ paid aoma altflBtkm to the voioa 
of die people; and that voice doeo not laast deserve to be heard whea 
it calls out for mercv. There is now a very general desire that I>odd^ 
Ilia should be spared. More is not wished; and, pe r ha p s, thia is not 
too much to be granted. 

If you, sir, have any opportunity of enforcing these reasons, yon may, 
perhaps, think them worthy of consideration ; but, whatever you deter- 
mine, I most respectfully entreat that you wiU be pleased to pardon thi^ 
intrusion. Sir, your most obedient and most hmnble servant. 

LETTER 178. 
Dr, Dodd to JDr. Johuom. 

DKAB SIR, 

Accept, diou great and good heart, my earnest and fervent thanks 
and prayers for all thy benevolent and kind efforts in my behalf Of 
Dr. Johnson, as I sought vour knowledce at an early hoar fai life, would 
to heaven I had cultivated the k>ve and acquaintance of so excellent a 
man ! I pray God, most sincerely, to bless voo with the hif^hest trans- 
ports, the intelt satisfaction of tomans and benevolent exertion! And 
admitted, as I trust I shall be, to the reahas of Uiss before yoa, I shall 
hail your arrival there with transports, and rejoice to adtnowledse that 
you were my comforter, my advocate, and myfriendl God bewttbyoo! 

LETT^ 179. 
Dr, JohnMon to Dr. Dodd, the evening previout to Me Execution. 

DEAR SIR, 

That which is appointed to all men is now coming upon yon. Out- 
ward circumstances, the eyes and the thoughts of men, are below the 
notice of an immortal beint?, about to stand the trial for eternity before 
the Supreme Judge of heaven and earth. Be comforted ; your crime, 
morally or religiously considered, has no very deep dye of turpitode ; it 
corrupted no man's principles; it attacked no man's life ; it involved 
only a temporary and reparable injury. Of this, and all odier sins, yoa 
are earnpstly lo repent; and may God, who knov^th our firail^, aad 
.WsM*'»li n.'t'fuir fleaib, arrept your repentance for the sake of his Soiv» 
.l#-tiy ( i»'i>f, <>(ir I^n-cl 
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Ib requital of thoM well intended offices which ]roa are pleaaed m 
•mphatically to acknowledge, let me beg that yoa will make m your dr* 
fotiona one petition for my eternal welfare. 

I am, dear sir, your affectionate senram 

LETTER 180. 

t^om Jawut Howell to Mr. R. S, on kit neglecting to answer kit 

Uttert. 

SIR, 

I KBt JOB a letter on the 8d current, but it was not answered ; I ken* 
another of the 18th, like a second arrow, to find out the first, but I know 
not what's become of either* I send this to find the other two, and if 
this fail there shall so no more out of my quiver. If you forget me I 
have cause to compmin, and more if you remember me ; to forget, may 
proceed from the traiky <^ memory ; not to answer me, when you mind 
me, is pure neglect, and no less than a piacle So I rest yours easily to 
bereeovered. 

LETTER 181. 

From a Gentleman who had long neglected the corretpondenee qf 

a Friend 

DKAR SIR, 

When I kx>k back to the date of your two last, and reflect on the 
length of time they have remained unanswered, I feel the most poignaitt 
sensations ofshame and regret. I will not aggravate the improprieQr 
of my omission by amusing you with childish excuses of illness and bu>' 
ainess, but confess that an unaccountable negligence, and foolish habit 
of procrastination, have made me so inattentive. I throw myself on 
your kindness, to excuse my fault, to renew our interrupted correspon- 
dence, and must intreat you not to consider me as deficient in friendship 
ibr you, tliough appearance goes so fiu* towards my condemnation in that 
particular. 

I beg it with an ill grace, but as my ease of mind depends on it, must 
request you to favor me with an answer to this as soon as possible ; let 
me know every thins which may have interested you since yon wrote 
last ; I have many things to communicate, but am resolved to devoCs 
this letter to apology alone, and to the purpose of assuring you how sin 
cerely I am, dear sir. Yours affectionately. 

LETTER 182. 

From Dr, Johneon to Mr. Boewell, in answet to repeated requetU 

that he would write. 

DEAR SIR, 

Why should you importune me tso earnestly to write 1 Of what \m* 
portance can it be to hear of distant friends, to a man who finds hin» 
self welcome wherever he goes, and makes new fiiendb fasier than ht 
e»n want them 1 If to the delight of such universal kindness of recep 
tion, any tiling can be added by knowing that you retain my gowl wu 
you may indulge yourself in the full enjoyment of that enmll additi(«a-. 
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] am g]ad that you have made tlie round of Litchfield with so modi 
Kiccess ; ilie oftener you are seen the more yon will be liked. It wai 
pleasing to me to read that Mrs. Aston was so well, and that Lucy Por- 
ter was so clad to see you. 

In the place where you now are there is much to be ofasenred ; and 
you will easily procure skilful directors. But what will you do to keep 
away the black dog that worries yoa at home *! If you would, in com* 
pliance with your father's advice, inquire into the old tenure and oU 
charters of Scotland, you would certainly open to yourself man^ striking 
scenes of the manners of the middle ages. The feudal system m a coun* 
try half barbarous, b naturalljr productive of great anomalies in civQ 
life. The knowledge of past times is naturally growmg less in all casei 
not of public record, and the past time of Scotland is so unlike the pres- 
ent that it is always difficult for a Scotchman to imasine the economy 
of his grandfather. Do not be tardy nor negligent, but gather up ea- 
gerly what can yet be found. 

We have, I think, once talked of another prospect, a history of the 
late insurrection in Scotland, with aU its incidents. Many iaisehoods 
are passing into uncontradicted history. Voltaire, who k>ved a striking 
story, has told what he could not find to be true. 

Vou may make collections for each of these projects, or for botli, as 
opportunities occur, and digest them at your leisure. The great direc- 
tion which Burton has left to melancholy men lil^e you, is this— 6c not 
solitary ; be not idle ; which I would thus modify ; if you are idle be 
not solitary ; if you are solitary be not idle. There is a leUer for you, 
from ' Your humble servant 

L.ETTER 188. 

The CountcM of Hertford to Dr. Burnett, oeeanoned by tome med- 

itatione which he had tent her on the death of her Son, 

SIR, 

I am very sensibly obliged by the kind compassion you express for roe 
under my heavy affliction. The meditations you liave fiimisned me with 
afford the strongest motives for consolation Uiat can be offered to a per- 
son under my unhappy circumstances. The dearly lamented son I have 
lost was the pride and ^y of my heart ; but I hope I may be tlie more 
easily excused for looking on him in this light, sinoe^he was not so from 
the outward advantages he nossessed, but from the virtues and rectitude 
of his iniiid. That which flattered me, in regard to him, was not drawn 
from hii* distinguished rank, nor the benoty of his person, but from the 
hopes that his example would have been serviceable to the cause of vir- 
tue, and would have shown the younger part of the world that it was 
possible to be cheerful without being foolish or vicious, and to be relig- 
ions without severity or nielniicholy. His whole life was one uninter- 
rupted coui-se of duty and affertion to his parents ; and, when he found 
the hand of death it{)nn him, h\a only regret was to think on the agonies 
which must rend their hearts ; for he was perfectly contented to leave 
the world, as hip roiifrience did not reproach him with any presumptu- 
«t3s sine, and he h<>p«*d Ills errors would be forgiven. Thirs he resigned 
ilrf innocent soul into the hniids of a merciful Creator, on the evening c<r 
IJ 
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bis birth day, which completed his nineteenth year. You wiK not be 
sorprised, sir, that the death of such a son should occasion the deepest 
sorrow ; yet, at the same time, it leaves us the most comfortable assur- 
ance, that he is happier than our fondest wishes and care could have 
made him, which must enable us to support the remainder of the years 
which it shall please God to allot to us here, without murmuring or dis- 
content, and quicken our endeavors to prepare ourselves to follow to that 
happy place, where our dear, valuable child is gone before us. I bq^ 
the continuance of your prayers, and am 

Your grateful humble i 



LETTER 184. 

Mr, Gray {author of th§ Ehgy ki a country Ckurenyard) to hh 

Uncle, on the death of kU Aunt, 

DEAR SIR, 

The unhappy news I have just received firom you equally sui p i is e s 
and afflicts me. I have lost a person I loved very much, and have beea 
used to from my infancy; but am much more concerned ibr your loss, 
tlie circumstances of which I forbear to dwell upon, as you must be too 
sensible of them yourself; and will, I fear, more and more need a con- 
solation that no one can give, except He who has preserved her to you 
so many years, and at last, when it was his pleasure, has taken her 
from us to himself; and perhaps if we reflect on what she left in this life, 
we may look on this as an instance of bis goodness both to her and to 
those who loved her. She might have languished many years b^irs 
your eyes in a continual increase of pain and totally helpless ; she might 
have long wished to end her misery without being able to attain it ; or 
perhaps even lost all sense, and yet continued to breathe ; a sad specta- 
cle to such as must have felt more for her than she could have done fur 
herself. However you may deplore your own loss, yet think that she if 
at last easy and happy ; and has now more occasion to pity us than we 
her. I hope, and heg you will support yourself with that resignation 
which we owe to Him, who, we have reason to believe, gave us our he* 
ins for our good, and who deprives us of it with the same intention. 

It will be a source of melancholy but pleasing consolation to you to 
reflect on the many virtues which your deceased partner possessed, the 
benevolent actions in which she was engaged, and tlie many pleasani 
hours which you have passed together. 

I would come to you directly, but you do not say whether ^ou desire 1 
should or not ; if you do, I beg I may know it, for there is nottunf ts 
hinf'er me, and I am in very gwH health. Yours «iaoek<«l) 
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LETTER 185. 
fVom J, J, R<m»$Hm, to a JMend who had aaked hk opknon of 
Duelling, 

DEAV SIR, 

Do not confounil the sacred name of honor with this brutal prcjndioe, 
which places all tlie virtues in the point of the sword, and m proper 
only to make brave villains. 

in what does £h^s prejudice consist? In the most extravagant and 
barbarous opinion that ever entered into the human mind ; nnmely, that 
all the duties of society are supplied by bravery ; that a man is no longar 
a knave, a villain, or a slanckrer ; is hnmaae, polite, and has everjr 
^ood qvaliw, when he will fight ; tliat a lie becomes truth, robbery be- 
comes lawful, perfidy becomes honesty, and infidelity Uudable, when 
supported sword in hand ; that an affront is always repaired by a lunge, 
and that a man is never injured provided he is killed. There is, I ac- 
knowledge, another kind, in which, gentility is mixed witli cniehv, and 
where perdons are killed by chance only, I mean fighting till blood is 
drawn only. Till blood is drawn ! Good God ! and what wouldst thou 
do with this blood 1 Cruel brute ! wouldst thou drink it 1 

The most valiant heroes of antiquity never dreamed of revenging their 
personal injuries by single combat : did Cesar ever send a challenge to 
Cato, or Pompey to Cesar, for so many reciprocal aflfironts 1 or was tlie 
greatest captain of Greece disliouored by sunering himself to be threat- 
ened witli a canel Different times, different customs : I know it ; but 
are there now none but good ones ; and may we not inquire, whetlier 
these customs are such as real lionor requires 1 No ; honor is invaria- 
ble ; it does not depend on prejudices, it can neither decay nor be re- 
vived ; it has an eternal source in the heart of tlie just man, and in tlie 
unalterable rule of his duties. If the roost enlightened, bravest, and 
most virtuous people in tlie world, had no knowledge of it, I insist it is 
not an institution of honor ; but a detestable, barbarous fashion, wordiy 
of its savage original. It remains to inquire, whether, when his own 6r 
another's life is at stake, an lionest man follows the fashion; and 
whether there is not more true courage in braving, than in com[)lying 
with it. What would a roan do, who is willing to comply with it, in 
places where a contrary custom prevailsl At Messina or Naples, he 
would wait for a man at the corner of the street, and stab him bchinil ; 
in these countries this is cjiIIcmI bravery, and honour does not coa"»i8t in 
fving killed yourself l>y your eneniY« Init in killing him. 
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The just man whose life is spotless, and who will never show the least 
jsark of cowardice, will refuse to soil bis hands with manslaughter, and 
will on that account be tlie more honored ; ever ready to serve his coun- 
try, protect the helpless, fulfil the most dangerous duties, and defend, on 
ever^ just and honorable occasion, what is dear to him at the expense 
of his life ; all his actions are accompanied with that unsliaken firmness, 
which true courage alone possesses. Throngh the asnirance of a good 
conscience, he walks bare faced and- neither avoids nor seeks his enemy; 
he fears dying less than he fears doing a bad action ; be dreads the 
crime and not the danger ; if vile prejudices arise one momoit against 
him, every day of his honorable life is a fresh witness which oontradicti 
them ; and in so consistent a conduct, we judge of one action by all the 
others. 

Men who are easily affronted, and so ready to ofend others, are far 
the most part, very dishonest people ; whd, for fear the world tlioald 
show tliem openly the contempt, in which they are held, attempt to hide 
the infamy of their whole lives, by some afiairs of honor. 
^ Such a one makes an effort, and presents himself once, to obtaia a 
right to hide himself the rest of his life ; true courage has more ooostan- 
cy and less eagerness ; is always what it ought to he, and wants neither 
to be excited nor restrained. The good man possesses it every where ; 
m battle against the enemy ; in company, in favor of the abamt and 
truth ; in his bed against the attacks of pain and death. ^ The force of 
roul which inspires him, is of use at all times; it places virtue constant- 
ly above events, and does not consist in fighting, but in fearing nothiqg. 

LETTER 186. 
To a young Gentleman on hit Marriage, By Mrt. Piozxi. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I received the news of your marriage with infinite delight, and hope 
(hat the sincerity with which I wish you happiness, may excuse the Ub- 
erty I take in giving you a few rules, whereby more certainly to obtain 
it. I see you smile at my wrong-headed kindness, and reflecting on the 
rhuniis of your bride, cry out in a rapture, that you are happy enough 
without my rules. 1 know you are; but after one of the forty years 
which I hope you will pass pleasantly together, are over, tliis letter may 
come in turn, and rules for felicity may not be found unnecessary, bow- 
ever some of them may appear impracticable. 

Could that kind of Jove be kept alive through a married state, which 
makes the charm of a single one, the sovereign ^ood would no longer be 
sought fur; in the union of two faithful lovers it would be fouqd. But 
reason shows us that this is impossible, and cxperieuce informs us that 
it never was so ; we must preserve it as long, and support it as happily 
as we can. 

When your present violence of passion subsides, however, and a more 
cool an<l tranquil afleciion takes iis place, be not hasty to censure your- 
self as indifferent, or to lament yourself as unhappy; v"" have lost that 
only which it is impossible to retain, and it were graceless amid the 
pleasures of a prosperous .summer Id regret the blossoms of a transient 
sprJMg. Neitlnir unwai ily (.(Miiloum your bride's insipidity, till you have 
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recolIccteJ that no object nowever sublime, no soonds however chirming, 
can continue to transpot^ us with delight, when they no longer cirike ui 
with novelty. The skill to renovate the powers of pleasing are said in- 
deed to be possessed by some women in an eminent degree, but the arti- 
fices of maturity are seldom seen to adorn tlie innocence of yoiTlh ; you 
have made your choice, and oiurht to approve it. 

Satiety follows quick upon Uie heels of pofvession ; ami to be happ;^, 
we must always have sometliing in view. The person of your lady m 
already all your own, and will not grow more pleasing in your oyes, I 
doubt, though the rest of your sex wilt think her handsomer for these 
dozen years. Turn therefore all your attention to her mind, which dai* 
ly grows brighter by polishing. Study some easy science tupetlier, and 
acquire a similarity of taste while you enjoy a community of pleasurefl. 
You will, by tliis means, have many images in common, and be frmd 
from the necessitv of separ.iting to find amusement. Nothing is so dan- 
gerous to weddeif love, as the pttssibility of either being hapjiy out of the 
company of the other : endeavor, therefore, to cement Uie present inti- 
macy oil every side. ^ Let your wife never be kept ignorant of jour in- 
come, your expense^, your frien l*«hiiJ8 or aversiom*; let her know your 
very faults, but make them amiable by your virtues ; consider all con- 
ceailment as a breach of fidelity ; let Iter never have any thing to Jind 
out in your chnracter, and remenil^r, that from the moment one of tlw 
partners turns spy upon the other, they have commenced a state of hos- 
tility. 

Seek not for happiness in siufularity ; and dread a refinement of wis- 
dom as a deviation into folly. Listen not to those sages who advise you 
always to scorn the counsel of a womnn, and if yon comply with lier re- 
quests pronounce yoo wife-ridden. Think not any privation, except of 
positive evil, and excellence ; and do not congratulite yourself that yoar 
wife is not a learned lady, or is whol'y ignorant how to wake a pudding 
Cookery, and learning, are both good in tlieir places, and may both M 
nsed with advantage. 

With regard to expense I can only observe, tliat the money laid ont in 
the purchase of distinction is seldom or never profitably employed. We 
live in an age when splendid equipase and glittering furniture are grown 
too common to catch the notice of the meanest spectator ; mmI for tlie 
greater ones, they only regard our wasteful folly with sifeot oontemptf 
or open indication. This may, perhaps, be a displeasing reflection, 
but the following consideration ought to make amends. The fge we live 
in, pays, I think, peculiar attention to the higher distinctions of wit. 
knowledge and virtue, to which we may more safely, more cheaply, and 
more honorably aspire. The giddy flirt of quality frets at the respect 
■he sees paid to Lculy Edgecumbe, and the gay mince aits pining for a 
partner, while Jones, the orientalist, leads op the ball. 

I said that the person of your lady woula not grow more ptessiag to 
you, but pray let her never suspect that it grows so ; that a woman will 
pardon an nflTront to her understanding much sooner than one to her per* 
son» is well known ; nor will any of us oontradict the uasertion. AU 
our attainments, all our arts^ are employed to gain and keep the heart 
of man ; and what mortification can exceed the disappointmeDt, if tb* 
And be DOC obtained 1 There is no reproof however pointod, no pm* 
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ifihinent however severe, that a woman of spirit will not prefcr to neg 
led ; and if site can endure it without complaint, it only proves that she 
means to make herself amends by the attention of others for the slights 
of her husband. For this and for every reason, it behoves a married 
man not to let his politeness fail, llu>ugh his ardor may abate ; but to re- 
^in, at least, that general civility towards his own lady which he ki so 
willing to pay to every other, and not show a wife of eshteen or twenty 
years old, that every man in company can treat her wiUi nsore compfau- 
oence than he who so often vowed to her eternal fondness. 

It is not mv opinion that a young woman should be induced in evwy 
wild wish of her ga^ heart or g'idd^ head, but contradiq^ion may be aoft- 
rned by domestic tcmdness, and quiet pUSasores substituted in me place of 
poisy ones. Public amusements are not indeed so expensive as is some- 
times imagined, but tliey tend to alienate th4 minds of married people 
from each uther. A well chosen society of friends and acouaintanoet 
more eminent for virtue and good sense than for gaiew and splendor, 
where the conversation of the day may afford comment lor the evening, 
seems the most ratiunal pleasure tliis great town can afford. 

That yoiu* own BUfjeriority should be always seen, but never felt, seems 
an excellent general rule. A wife should out-shine her husband in noth- 
ing, not even in her dress. If she happens to have a taste for the tri- 
fling distinction that finerv can confer, suffer her not a moment to fancy, 
when she Hp|)ear8 in public, that Sir Edward or tlie Colonel are finer 
gentlemen tha.n her huiiband. 7'he bane of married happiness among 
the city men in general Une l^een, that finding themselves unfit for polite 
life, they transferred their vanity to their ladies, dressed them up gaily, 
and Kent tliem out a gallanting, while the goo<l man was to regale him- 
self with f)ort wine or rum punch, perhaps among mean companions, af- 
ter the C(>unting-hou»e was shut ; thi^ practice produced the ridicule 
throun on them in nil our remedies and novels since commerce began tc 
pr<>E!|>er. But now that I am fo near the subject, a word or two on jeal- 
ousy may not be amitM«, for though not a failing of the present age*i 
growth, yet the seeds of it are but too certainh sown in every warm 
besom for us to neglect it as a fault of no consequence. If you are ever 
temi^ted to lie jealou2>, watch j^our wife narrowly, but never tease her: 
tell her your jealouny, but conceal your suspicion : Let her, in short, be 
K«tisfied that it is only jyour odd teni|)er, and even troublesome attacb- 
nient, that makes you fiillow her; but let her not dream tliat yon ever 
doubted seriously of her virtue^ even for a moment. If she is dkposed 
tovards jealousy of you, let me beseech you to be always explicit widi 
hei, and never mysterious ; l)e above dcligliting in her pain, nor do your 
business, nor pay your visits, with an air of concealment, when all yoi 
do miffht as well be proclaimed perhaps in the parish vestry. But I will 
no|)e better than this of your tenderness and of your virtue, and will re- 
lease you from a lecture you have so very little need of, unless your ex- 
treiDc'youth and nqr uncommon I'egard, will excuse it. And now fiHn»> 
ivell : make my kindest compliments to your wife, and be happ^y in pvo- 
-)oi rion as happioeM ii wished you by. Dear sir. Ice. 
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LETFER 187. 
I>Yom Dr. Franklin, to John Alleyne, Esq. on eturhf Marru^, 

DEAR JACK, 

You desire, you say, my impartial thocights on the subject of an early 
Buurriage, by way of answer fo tbe numberless objections that have beeo 
made by the too many numerous persons to your own. You may re- 
member when you consulted me on tbe occasion, that I thought youth oa 
both sides to be no objection. Indeed, from the marria^ that hava 
(alien under my observation, I a'n rather inclined to think, that early 
ones stand the best chance of happiness. The temper and habits of die 
young have not yet become so stiff and uncomplying, as when more ad* 
vanced in life; they form more easily to each other, and hence many oo^ 
casionii uf disgust are removed. And if youth has less of that prodenoa 
whicii is necetfsarv to manage a family, yet the parents and elder friends 
of Noung inarriecl persons are generally at hand to offer their advice, 
\N ii it'll amply supplies that defect ; and by e:irly marriage, youth is soon* 
II I'lrneJ to regular life ; and possibly some of those accidents or con* 
IK i-tiiins« that might have injured the constitution, or reputation, or both, 
are tlierel;y hippily prevented. Particular circumstances of particubu' 
person;), may poR[*iDly sometimes make it prudent to delay entering iuto 
that Htate ; but iu general, wlien nature lias rendered our bodies fit for 
It, the piv8uiiiption is in nature's favor, that site has not kulged amiss ia 
making m (iusire it. Late marriagis, are oftei. attended, too, with this 
further inconveninuce, that there is not the chance that the parents shall 
live to see their offspring educated. ** Late children,'* says the Spanish 
proverb, ** arc early orphans." A melancholy reflection to those whose 
ra^e it may lie! With us in America, marriages are generally in the 
morning of life; our children are therefore educated and settled m the 
worKl l>v 3oon ; and thus, our business being done, we have an afVenioon 
and eveiKiig of cheerful leisure to ourselves, and just such as cor friend 
at present enjoys. By these early marriages we are blest with more 
chililren ; and from the mode among us founded bv nature, of everv 
motiicr sucklinz and nursing her own child, more of them are raisea. 
Ileuce the swift progress of popuktion among us, unparalleled in £u- 
r(>|>e. In fine, I am glad you are married, and congratulate you most 
cordially on it. You are now tn the way of becoming a most useful 
citizen, and you have escaped the unnatural state of celibacy for life; 
die fate of many here, who never intended it, but wlio having too long 
postponed the cliange of their condition, find, at lei^th, that it is too Uite 
to think of it, and so live all their lives in a situation that greatly lessenit 
a man's value. An odd volume to a set of books bears not tlie value of 
its propttrtion to the set : What think ^on of the odd half of a pair of 
^issors 1 It can't well cut any thing ; it may possibly serve to scrape a 
rcnclier. 
Pray make my compliments and best wishes acceptable to yow bride, 
am old and heavy, or I should ere this haTe presented them in person, 
shall make but small use of the old man's privilege, that of giving ad- 
ce to younger friends. Treat your wife always with inspect ; it will 
ocure respetri fu you, not only from her, bik. taow all that observe at. 
iver use a sliffhtinf* •'•luvioiion to ber. even in jest ; for slinhtB m Jed 
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afVer repeated bamlyings are apt to end in anger earnest. Be eludious 
in yonr profosflion, and yon will be learned. Be industrious and frugal, 
ami yo'.i will l)e (icii. Be njber and temperate, and you will be liealthy. 
Bo in general virtuous, and you will be happy. At least, you will by 
such conduct, stand the tiest cliance for such consequences. I pray God 
to bless yon both ! being ever your affectionate friend. 

LETTER 188. 

On Marrtage, Ascribed to the Rev, John lVUher»p(*on, fate P^ew- 

ident of Princeton College, 

DKAR SIR, 

I oflfer with some hesitation, a few reflections upon the married state 

I express myself tlius, because the subject has been so often and so fullj 
treated, and by writers of the first clsiss, it may be thoi^ht noi4ii[^ now 
remains tu be said that can merit attention. My only apology is, that 
what I oflfer is tlie fruit of real observation and personal reflection. It 
is not a copy of any nian^s writings, bi:tof my own thoughts ; aad there- 
fore if the sentiments should not l)e in themselves wholly new, tliey may 
|X>ssibly appear in a light not altogether cnmmo.i. I shall give you them 
in the way of aphorisms or observations; an<l subjoin to each a fe# 
Uioughts by way of proof or illustration. 

1. Nothing can be more contrary to reason or public utility, than the 
conversation and writings of those who turn matrimony into ridicule; 
yet it is in many cases ab weakly defended, as it is unjustly attacked. 

Those who treat marriage with ridicule, act in direct and deliberate 
opposition to the order of providence, and to tlie constitution of tlie so* 
cicty of which they are members. The true reason why diey are borof 
with so patiently, is, that the Author of our nature has nnplanted in tit 
instinctive propensities, which are by much too strong for their feeble 
attacks. But if we are to estimate the malignity of a man's conduct oi 
sentiments, not from their eflect, but from their natural tendency, and hit 
inward disposition, it is not easy to imagine any thing more criminal, 
tlian an attempt to bring marriage into disesteem. It is plainly an ef* 
fort, not only to destroy the happiness, but to prevent the existence of 
human nature. A man who continnes tliroush life in a single state, 
ought, in justice, to endeavor to satisfy the public that hi^ase is singu- 
lar, and that he has some insuperable obstacle 'to plead in excuse. If, 
instead of this, he reasons in defence of his own conduct, and takes up- 
on him to condemn tliat of others, it is at once incredible and abatirn 
tbit is to say, he can scarcely be believed to be sincere. And whetlier 

I I l)c sincere or not, he deserves to be detested. 

Ill support of the last part of my remark, let it be observed, that those 
who write in defence of marriage usually give such sublime and exalted 
d,escriptinns, as are not realiz^ in one case of a thousand ; and tliere- 
fure cannot be a just motive to a considerate man. Instead of insistii^ 
on tho absolute necessity of marriage for the service of the state, and the 
aoli.l advantages that arise from it, in ordinary cases,* they give us a cer^ 
tniii refined idea of felicity, which hardly exists any where hut in the 
writer's imagination. Even tlie Spectator, dian whom there is hanlfcf 
in our language a more just and rational writer, after saying many «ab> 
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eeHent thinfi in defence of marriage, aounoaly tver frile to ilraw dN 
character of a lady in such terms, that I may safely say sot abov* om 
that answers the dacription is to be feond in a pvisli, or periwpi « 
county. Now, is it not moeh better to leave the matter to the htm of 
natore, than to urge it by each anoments aa these 1 bthemaoMrof 
■ * gs, uktAf to I 



thinking induced 1^ uch writings, 
entering into the ma iage state 1 

There is also a fe i Ithink to be feond in almost eferr wnter whe 
speaks in favor of - ^e female sei, that they over-rate the ehan of tho 
ootwardform. Hui is thecase iaallromaBcasi ackMsofvrritiiigBtQ 
which th6 world is very little indebted. The same thing may be said oC 
plays, where the heroine for certam, and oAea all the liuiiei that are »> 
trodoced, are represented as inimitaUy beamifoL Evea Mr. AddfisOB 
himself in his admirable description of Hareia, which he pali in dN 
month of Juba, though it begins with, 

Tis not a set of features or complexion, ^ 
yet could not help inserting ' -* 

True she is Aiir ; Oh, how divinely feir 1 
Now I apprehend this is directly contrarv to what shoaM be the daf%M 
of every moral writer. Men are natnra&y too apt to be earriid wmj 
with the admiration of a beautiful feoe. Must it not tfaenlbra, < 



separated in the description, wherever men find the one, they will pra- 

sume upon the other. But is this according to truth, or agreeable to 

experience 1 What vast numbers of the most valuable woam are to bo 

found, who are by no means «divindy feir 1*' Are tiwA aU to bo negw 

leeted then 1 Or is it not certain, fron oKperSMoe, that there is not n 

single quality, on which matrimonial happhnto depends solhtle, as cob* 

ward form 1 Ever " " ' '* * *" ~ *^* ^"^ 

atone for \ 

trious in her i 

little anxiety .. 

selves disapeeable. But (always 

I do not thmk that beanty atones i 

whatsoever; it is, on the contrary, OL ^ ^, - . -. 

sidered a breach of faith, or deoepuoo, by hddmg ont m iabe eignaL 

^ In the married state in general, there knot lo nneli happkMS io 
yoongkyvera dream of; nor m tboro by fcr lo much toifaqipaioto, m 
loose anthors mivorsally soppoio ^ ^ , , ^ 

The fint port of this aphorinvrnitinliablyUoaiflynte^^ Bo 
fera nienticming, however, the litde I ham to mn upon It, I kg kifOto 
dbeerve, that it would be onito wrong to hiMW the tandemoM «^ 
veney of affection by which the sexea qipeor to bojirawnto ooA ettur 
and that generooi devotednesB of hearts vrhieh faoAen to IwiMionono 
and sometimes on both sides. TWf is nanra iMir) ond iMIBinder 
Hm rostraint of reason, and go wm n ent of pw id iMei , any bo gnoily r 



isy p poiiBg the honaymoon to bo ofsf) 
hi the least dwreeftr any iMdciBB% 
f, an aggravation ef them, bekig eon* 



servient to the future happiness of Ulh. BtiiSm%^mKytMfmMg» 
^aaeo of sflMinMott owl iMtpHfi «• thk MiMilt tll9 i»# <■!» «|^ 



lent oay, ana wnai a luna oi 
n! lie heathen godi and 
I of -ilebratuig the Draiwf 
108 (6 beauty, and Minerva 



180 MISCILLAKKOUS. 

low in itself, and the proper cause, in doe lime, of nrretchedoea sad 
disappointment. 

Let any man who has ootliTod these sensations himself, and has leis- 
mre to be amused, dip a little into the love songs that have been compos- 
ed and published, from Anacreon to the present day, and what a fond of 

enterumment he will find provided for him ! '^^ *— -•'-^ -* '* 

goddesses are die standing and lawful means o 
of a mistress; before whom, no doubi, Venus ib beauty, 
lor wisdom, must go for nothing. Every image h <aturebas been called 
■p to heighten our idea of female charms — the pa^^ness of the lily, the 
frefdmesB of the rate, the Uush of the violet, and tne vermiUion of the 
peach. This is even still nothing One of the most approved topics of 
a lovesick writer is, that all nature fodes and mourns at the absnioe of 
his foir, and puts on a new bloom at her ajyproach. All tliis, we know 
well, has place only in his imagination ) for nature proceeds <piieily in 
her course, without mindfig him and his charmer in the least. But we 
are not yet done. The glory of the heavenly orbs, the lustre of the sun 
himself, and even the joys of heaven, are frequently and fomiliarly in- 
troduced, to exprees a lover's happineet or hopes. Flames, ciarts, 
arrows, and lightning from a female-eye, have been expressions as old 
at least as die art of writing, and are still in full vogue. Some of these 
we can find no other fault with tlian tliat the;^ are a little ouirt^ as tiie 
Frmich express it $ but I confess I have sonkHimes been surprised at the 
choice of iightain|[, because it is capable of a double application, and 
may pot us in mind that some wives have li^tning in their eyes so^ 
ficient to terrify the husband, as well as the maids have to oonsume the 



Does not^ all this |>lainly show that youne perfons are apt to indulge 
themselves in romantic expectations of a delight both extatic and perma 
nent, such as never did and never can exist 1 And does it not at the 
■ame time expose matrimony to the sooffii of libertines, who, kaowii« 
that these raptures must have an end, think it sufficient to disparage the 
state itself, that some inconsiderate persons have not met with in it what 
it was iiever intended to bestow 1 

I proceed, therefore, to observe that there Is not by for so much nn- 
happinesB in the married state in general, as iooae authors naiveiaallv 
suppose. I choose to state the arg;ument in this manner, because it is 
much more satisfoctory than drawing pictures of the extremes on either 
hand. It signifies venr little, on the one hand, to describe tjie state of a 
fow persons distinffuisbed for understanding, successful in life, respected 
oy the public, and dear to one another; or on the other, those hatefiil 
brawls which by and by producJe an advertisement in this newspapers, 
" Whereas my wifo, Sarah, 4%.*' If we wo'dd treat of this matter widi 
propriety, we must consider how it stands aaaotig the bulk of mankind. 
Tlie proposition, then, I mean to establish, is, that there is much less 
nohappiness in tb6 matrimonial state than is often apprehended and in- 
deed as much real comfort as there is any ground to expect. 

To support this truUi, I observe, diat takinflr mankind throughout, we 
nadmuch more satisfaction and cheerfulness in the married than in the 
na^^ In proportion to their numbers, I think of those grown up tp 
iQtiMnr ysara^ or past the meridian of lifo. tbeie is a much greater de- 



gree of peevUhnea and discontent, whlimionlniw aof MonBtrltv, in th* lait 
than in the first. The prospect of continuing sing la tOl the ena of life, Bai>> 
rows the mind, and closes the heart. I knew an inttanoe of a gentkmaB cl 



good estate, who lived single till he was past foity, and he was esteemed by al 
bis neighbors not only fragal, bnt mean in some jpaits of his condnot Thii 
same person afterwards marryine and having childran, eveiy body obsenred 



\ neighbors not only fragal, bnt mean in some jpaits of his condnot Tbii 
ne person afterwards marryine and having childran, every body observed 
It he became liberal and open-hearted on the change, when one would have 
thonght he had a stronger motive than before to hoara up. On this a neigbboi 
"' ' tpher, that every ultimate passioi ' 

, single person loves wealUi imn 
nt can scarcely help praferiing 1 



of his made a remark, as a philosopher, that every ultimate passion is stronger 
than an intermediate one ; that a single person loves wealUi immediatdy oa 
its own account; whereas a parent can scarcely help praferiing his chUdna 
befora it, and valoing it only for their sakes. 

This leads me to observe, that marriage must be the source of happben, as 
beinff the immediate canse of many othisr relations, the most inseiesting and 
deligbtfal. I cannot easily fignra to myself any man who does not look upoa 
it as the first of earthly blessings, to have children, to be the objects of attai^ 
meat and care when tMy an young*, and to inherit his name and fiwtuae, whm 
he himself must, in the course of nature, go off the sUge. 

Does not this very drenmstanoe give unspeakable dignity to eaeh parent fai ' 
the other's eye, and serve to increase and confirm that union, which yonthiU 
passion, and less durable motives, first occasioned to take placet I rather 
choose to mention this aigummit, because neither exalted unoerstandings, nor 
. elegance of manners, are necessary to give it force. It is felt by the peasant 
as well as by the prince ; and, if we believe some observeis on human life, its 
inflnence is not less, bnt greater in the lower than in the hij^ier ranks. 

Before I proceed to anv fbrther nmariES, I must say a few words, to pravaot 
or amove a deception, which very probably leads many into error, on tnk lob- 
Ject 

It is no other than a man's supposing what would not give him bappinaiiy 
cannot give it to another. Because, perhaps, there are few married wobmb, 
whose persons, conversation, and manners, are altogether to his taste, he takes 
opon him to condade, that the husbands, in these numerous instances, must 
lead a miserable life. 

Is it needfnl to say anything to show the faOaey of this 1 The tastes wad 
dispositions of men are as vanons as their feoes ; and therefore what is dia- 
' ling to one, may be, not barely tolerable, bnt agreeable to another. I have 
-•..♦./...♦.. ... /. — -iT^d poignancy of speeehl* 

'* to^MT the least noise of 



pleasing to one, mav be, not barelv tolerable, but agre 
known a husband delighted with Bis wife's fluency ai 
■oolding her servants, and another who was not aUe 



Mdmg 
skiad 



with patience. 



Having obviated thb mistake, U wffl be proper to observe, that through dl 
the lower and middle ranks of life, there Is generaDy a good measure of aaatil* 
monial or domestic comfort, when their dionmstanoes are easy, or their estate 
growing. 

Thb b easDy aoeounted for, not only iVom their being fine fiom one of dw 
■Mst usual causes of peevbhness and dboonten^ but because the aflUn of ft 
ft^y are very seWoiTln a thriving state, unless both oontribute the»t sbaro 
of diligence; iothat they have not only a eomnmi happiness toslMn,b«tft 
Joint merit in procuring it. 

Men may talk In raptures of youth and beauty, wit and sprigb^ness 
and a hundred other shining quaUties: tat after sei^ years' eohaUta. 
ioft, not one of them b to be ooapvad to good femily -— — 
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which ia Men at every meal, and (eh every boar in the busbtnii's \Ainc. 
To thia» however, I mum. apply the caution given above. Such a wife 
majF not a pp ear qoHe kiBiag to a et r a n g er on a vuiit. There ara a few 
distmguished eitamples of women of (!nt rate understand ings, who liave 
all the el^^ce of coort breeding in the parlor, and all the nrigality and 
activity of a farmer's wilh in mo kitchen ; bat I have not found tuia to 
be the eaae in general. I learned from a certain author many years 
ago, that ** a ipneat care of hooeehold affiiira generally spoib the easy 
manner of a fine fai^y;** and I have seen no reason to disbelieve it 
since. 

Once more : so far as I am able to form a judgment, wherever there 
is a great and confessed superiority of understanding on one side, with 
some good nature on the other, there is domestic peace. It is of little 
consequence whether the soperiority be on tlie side of the man or tiie wo- 
man, provided the ffround ofit be manifesL The contentions that are fiere- 
iBt are generally where the just title to command is not quite clear. T am 
^n8ible I may bring ridicule upon myselif here. It will be alleged that 
i have clearly established the right of the female over that species of hus- 
bands, known by the name of henpecked. But I beg that the nature of 
my position may be carefulhr considered. I have said, ** Wherever 
there is a great and confessed superiority of understanding." Should 
not a man comply with reason, when ofiered by hn wife, as well as any 
body else ? Or ought he to be against reason, because his wife is for iti 
I, therefore, take the liberty of rescuing from the munber of the henpeck- 
ed, those who ask the advice, and follow the direction«of their wives in 
most cases, because it is really better than any they could give them- 
selves ; reserving those only under the old denomination, who, tliroogh 
fear are subject, not to reason, but to passion and ill humor. I shall 
conclude this observation with saying, for the honor of the female sex, 
that I have known a greater number of instances of just and amiable 
conduct, in case of a great inequality of judgment, when the advantage 
was on the side of the woman, than when it was on the side of the man. 
I have known many women of jodgmsAt and prndeooe, who carried it 
with the highest respect and decency to weak and capricioas husbands; 
— ^but not many men of distinguished abilities who dui not faietray, if not 
contempt, at knst great iadifbrence towards weak or trifling wives. 

Some other observations I had intended to make upon thia subjects but 
as the letter has been drawn, out to a greater length tnan I expe<^, and 
tliey will come in with at leaat equal propriety wider other maxims, 1 
oonchide at present. I am. Sir, btc* 

LETTER 189. 
An irmdaU Utter l» m Bkmdmrtr. 

The pb *HcokHr assidai^ yon hav« disphyed IB defeodiag my Gfaaracter* 
when a middle aged, squint«yed, sliort, impertinent fellow was practie- 
hfig every unjust means, and exerting all his feeble endeavors to sully it^ 
deserves my dianks. I own myself yonr debtor m nueh that I am ap 
preheasiva that it will never be in my powerto repay you ; I wish even 



rer be m my power to repay you ; 
example ; bow noble, how iilii8tri< 



person would Jbllow your example ; bow noble, how ihustrioiw the mi 
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Rrn ; yoa icorn to wound the rapatatioB tiyaut nstghbor ; jrwi jtyiao 
die poor, mean pnictioe of calmnny, which hiurti, perfaani rninir, thn nimn 
and character of a man, which it ahoukl be always hu greataiC «an» to 
preserve free from the least blemish. 

You will be [so kind, I hope, as jo receive this poor acLaowledgemeol 
of your ^reat goodness, as a small token of my gratitude ; and whenevei 
I experience the same civility and benevolent mterposition again, pank» 
me if I shonki be tempted to make my private thanks public. 

I am, sir, your much obliged senrant. 

LETTER 190. 
A humoroui letter from a friend to another on Wtehee, 

SIR, 

^ I must agree with friend Horace, that, notwithstanding aD our posses 
lions, we fain would be having ; if a man had the whole world, I dare 
say he would wish for the other, and if he had that, perhaps, like Alesb- 
ander, he would cry for mora. In short, we are never content ; thoorii 

• • ' and shook! ^ovi. 

in our pockeli^ 
. t presume that I am 
an exception to this rule ; Heaven has given roe a wife; I never desire 
to have two I I have three children, and never wish to have more! My 
friends, too, are so numerous that with gratitude I confiMs that I have 
enough. In short, I expect that I am about as contented as we poor 
mortals are allowed to be. I am, dear sir, Yours, «c. 

LETTER 191. 
A Challenge. 

SIR, 

The epithets which yon were pleased to bestow upon mv late i 
being, in my opinion, illiberal and impertinent, I aemand that i 
tion which is due to injured honor ; and tbeieforo, insist upon mr 
meeting me tomorrow morning, with whatever friend voa wm mink 
proper, in order to settle this business according to the laws or lioiior. 
The gentleman who hands you this is anthorised to make th e n e ce s s a ry 
arrangements I am, sir, your hoeble sertaitt 

LETTER 192. 
The Antwer. 

SIR, 

You are a young man without a family ; I have a wife and three chii- 
dren ; my life being dear to them is consequently dear to me; nor do I 
thiak I could meet my audit with Christian fortitude, did I wiUullT enter 
the road of death, and leave a widow and fatberlsss children to bewail 
my k>e8 ! And for what 1 Because a mere emp^ butterflv, as I must 
call you, thinks proper to fire a pistol or two ; if you wish roe{|to meat 

r>u, please to provic'e for my wife and children, in case of danfer, and 
will then prove ray alor and courage. As your fortune enables yon te 
12 
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p^Hbnn diitj if von reftue, the cowardice U upen your side ; and yoa 
moat accordinglv expect to be publicly reproached, and forever despii* 
•d by all hoDoimble men, and particularly by Your humble Mrvant. 
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RECEIPTS. 

A General Reee^L 
Boston, April 13, 1823. Receiyed froin Thomhs Joy one hundree 
dollars, in full of all demands SaMUEL BELL. 

$100 

N. B. A general receipt will not discharge debu due on bonds, Dills, 
and other instruments executed bv sealing and delivering ; nor will 
it discharge negotiable notes, or inland bills. 

Receipt for money received en ^otts. 
Boston, June 6, 1822. Received frum James Blair, by William 
Grossman, four hundred and ninety-five dollars, which is endorsrd on 
his note dated May 4, 1821. LE.\1LEL VOSE. 

i495 



Receipt for money received on oeeeunL 
Boston, December 2, 1826. Received from Andrew Fairservice, 
fifty dollars, on account RICHARD WHITE. 



LAW FOEIB, &«. M 

R0cs^ for manejf reedvmlfpr miudk$r 
Borton, May 2, 1827. Received from Thonu Wfttts, om hmidftd 
snd fifty dollan, for account of Jamea Ray. For Jamoa Ray, 

JOHN 8AVAOB 

$150 



PROMISSORY NOTES 
^ JWte OIK demamd^ 

Boston, May 4, 1827. For Talae received, I promiae to pay Bfir 
Jonah Barrtngtjn, or order, one thoatand dollars, with interest, on d» 
mand. RUFUS PERKmS 



fi,ooa 

Attest, Stephen Hope. 

^ N. B. A promissory note draws interest ftom tha.data to the pay- 
ment, unles:* otherwise expressed in the note. 

A note or bill is not endorsable, and consequently not negotiable, 
ucless it is payabla** to order," nor is it valid, unlesa it expresaea**for 
value received." 

^ ^^oU bf two per§ans, 

Boston, Sept. 3, 1827. For value received, we jmntly and aeverally 
promise Mr. Aaron Foster, to pay him, or order, one hundred dollara, 
in three months, with interest. THOMAS SHEU«. 

HENRY MAY. 

$100 

Attest, John Bates. 

A IfoUfor borrtnoed mmuj/. 

Boston, June 6, 1827. Borrowed and received of Lot Poor, fifty do2- 
larii, which 1 promise to pay on demand. ^ JOHN SAMPSON. 

Eareign Bill of Exekanfe. 
Gilders. Stivers 

1855 13 a 40 c. Amsterdam, Nov. 1, 1817. 

' Thirty days after sight, pay this my first bill of excliange, (my second 
and third of the same tenor and date not paid.) to Thomas Ruf^sel, or or- 
der, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five gildera, thirteen stivera, 
exchange 40c pereiider,for value received, and place the same to ae- 
coont, per advice from WULXJAM VORST. 

To Rufus Perkins, Boston. 

Accepted, December 6, 1817. RUFUS PERKIN& 
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Mmtd BUI of Exchange 
$aO Norfolk, (Virginia,) July 28, 1817. 

Ten days •HtM tight, pay to Mr. Charles Lee, or order, one hundred 
and tmmj dollan, for value received, and place it, without further 
advice, to the account of your humble servant, HENRY LEG. 
To Thomas Russell, Boston. 

Accepted, August 15, 1817. THOMAS RUSSELL. 

N. B. A bill of exchange is a written order for money, to be receiv 
ed in one place or country, for value paid in another. Their style 
varies according as one or more bills are drawn for the same simi ; or 
according to the time of pavment, as, at sight, so long after sight, at 
usance, or double usance, &c. 



A Common Indenture to bind an Apprentice. 

This indenture witnesseih, that A. B. of &c. hath put and placed, and 
by these presents doth put and bind out his son C. D. and the said C. D. 
doth hereby put, place, and bind out himself, as an apprentice to R. P. 
to learn the art, trade or mystery of The said C. D. after the 

manner of an apprentice to dwell with and serve the said R. P. 
from the day of the date hereof, until the day of which will 

be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and at 

which time the said apprentice, if he should be living, will be twenty- 
one years of age. During all which time or term, the said apprentice his 
said master well and faithfully shall serve ; his secrets keep, and his law- 
ful commands everywhere at all times readily obey ; he shall do no 
damage to his said master, nor wilfully suffer any to be done by others ; 
and if any to his knowledge be intended, he shall give his master sea- 
sonable notice thereof. He shall not waste the goods of his said master, 
nor lend them unlawfully to any ; at cards, dice, or any other unlawful 
game, he shall not play ; fornication he shall not commit, nor matrimo- 
ny contract, during the said term ; taverns, ale-houses, or places of 
gaming, he shall not haunt or frequent : From the service of his said 
master he shall not absent himself; but in all things and at all times, 
he shall carry and behave himself as a good and faithful apprentice 
ouffht, during the whole time or terra aforesaid. 

And the saidR. P. on his part, doth hereby promise, covenant and 
agree to teach and instruct the said apprenrtice, or cause him to be 
taught and instructed, in the art, trade or calling of a by the 

best way or means he can, and also to teach and instruct the said ap- 
prentice, of cause him to bo taught and instructed to read, write, and 
cypher as far as the rule of three, if the said apprentice be capable to 
learn; and shall well and faithfully find and provide for the said appren- 
tice good and sufficient meat, drink, clothmg, lodging, and other ne- 
cessariei fit and convenient for such an apprentice during dbe term 
aforesaid, and at the expiration thereof shall give unto the said appren- 
bca two iiiitf of wear&g apparel, one suitable for the Lord's day 
•nd ibm other for working days. 
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In testimony whereof; the said partiei have hereunto inteiehaiig* 
ably set their hands and seals, the day of in the year 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and (Seal) 

Signed, sealed, and deliyered ) ' (Seal) 

in presence of us. f (Seal) 

ffarrantee Deed. 

Know all men by tuesk prksknts. That I, P. C. of Isaoh 
tnster, in the county of Worcester, and conunonwealth of Haasaeho- 
setts, gentleman, for and in consideration of one hundred and fifty 
dollars and forty-five cents paid tome by S. P. of Aahby, in the coun- 
ty of Middlesex, and commonwealth of Massachusetts yeoman, the 
receipt whereof I do hereby aclmowledge, do hereby give^ grant, sell 
and convey to the said S. P. his heirs, and assigns, a certam tract and 
parcel of mnd, bounded as follows, viz : 

[Here insert the bounds, together with all the privileges and ap- 
purtenances thereunto belonging.] 

To have and to hold the same unto the said S. P. lus heira and as- 
signs, to his and their use and behoof forever. And Idoooyenantwith 
the said S. P. his heirs and assigns, that I am lawfully seized in fee of 
the premises, that they are free of all incurabrancea, and that I will 
warrant and deTend the same to the said S. P. his heini and assigns 
foreverj against the lawful claims and demands of all persons.^ 

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and aeal, thie 
day of in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 

and 

Signed, sealed, and delivered ) p ^ .g^, . 

in presence of } ^'^- <^«**> 

Quitclaim Deed. 

Know all men by these presents, that I, A. B. of &e, in considera 
tion of the sum of to me paid by C. D. of &c. the receipt where 

of I do hereby acknowledge, nave remissed, released and forever 
quitclaimed, and do by these presents remiss, release, and forever 
(]uitclaim unto the said C. D. his heirs and assigns forever (Here 
insert the premises.) To have and to hold the same, together with 
all the privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, to him the 
said C. I), his heirs and assigns forever. 

In witness, &c. 

Mortffo^e Deed. 
Know all men by these presents, that 1, A. B. of &c. in considera- 
tion of the sum of pd.d m« «ne by C. D. of d^c. the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell 
and convey, unto the said C. D. liia heirs and ass&is forever (Here 
insert the premises.) To have and to hold the said granted and bar- 
gained premises with the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to the 
said C. D. his heirs and assigns, to his and their use and behoof forever 
And I the said A. B. for myself, my heirs, executon and adminiftratora 
12» 



198 LAW FORMS, &C. 

do covenant with the said C. D. his hein and assigns, that I am law 
fully seized in fee of the premises, that they are free of all incum* 
brances, that I have good right to sell and convey the same to the 
said C. D. to hold as aforesaid, and that I will warrant and defend 
the same to the said C. D. his heirs and assigns forever, against the 
lawful claims and demands of all [>er8ons. 

Provided nevertheless, That if I, the said A. B. my heirs, executors, 
or administrators, shall well and truly pay to the said C. D. his heirs, 
execators, administrators or assigns, the.fuU and just sum of 
on or before the day of next, ( )r which wiU be in the 

year of our Lord ) wiih lawful interest for the same until paid, 

then this deed [as also a certain bond (or note, as the case may be) 
bearinj; even date with these presents, ^iven by roe to the said 6. D. 
conditioned to pav the same sum and interest at the time aforesaid] 
ihall be void ; otherwise shall remain in full force and virtue. 

In witness whereof, &c. 



Lease, 

This INDENTURE, made the day of , in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and Witnesselh, 

That do hereby lease, demise, and let imto 

(Here describe the premises to be leased) 

To hold for the term of from the day of yielding 

and paying therefor the rent of And the said Lessee do prom- 

ise to pay the said rent in and to quit and deliver up the premises 

to the Lessor , or attorney, peaceably and quietly, at the end of the 
term, in as good order and condition, reasonable use and wearing there- 
of, fire and other unavoidable casualties excepted, as the same now are, 
or may be put into, by the said Lessor ,and to pay the rent as above 
stated, and all taxep and duties levied, or to be levied thereon, during 
the term, and also the rent and taxes aw above stated, for such further 
time as the Lessee may hold the same, and not make or suffer any 
waste thereof; nor lease, nor underlet, nor permit any'otber person or 
persons to occupy or improve the same, nor make or suffer to be made, 
any alteration therein, but with the approbation of the Lessor there- 
unto in writing, having been first obtained ; and that the Lessor may 
enter to view, and make improvements, and to expel the Lessee , if 
he shall fail to pay the rent and taxes as aforesaid, or make or suffer 
any strip or waste thereof 
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